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IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS 








. . . thirteen messages of John XXIII in full... 
highlights from twelve other papal letters and 


addresses. ... 


® Mission Lands 

Development of a native clergy and hi- 
erarchy must be given high priority in 
all mission territories of the Church, 
Pope John writes in the encyclical Prin- 
ceps Pastorum. He explains in detail 
how this goal is to be achieved. Page 
123. 


® Death of a Cardinal 

The Holy Father’s eulogy on Cardinal 
Stepinac emphasizes the persecuted car- 
dinal’s charity toward his enemies. 
Page 146. 


e A Seminarian’s Road 
Lifelong benefits will be reaped by the 
seminarian who strives for purity of 
heart, strength of character, and ardent 
charity, the Holy Father teaches in his 
address Three Virtues for Seminarians. 
Page 164. 


e@ The Quality of Mercy 

Organized charity should be character- 
ized by unity, a supernatural spirit, and 
apostolic motives, advises the Holy Fa- 
ther in The Works of Mercy. Page 181. 


® Cuba 
In the message entitled National Cath- 
olic Congress in Cuba, Pope John points 


out that the roots of social peace lie in 
the practice of Christian charity toward 
all. Page 188. 


® Freedom of the Press 
What to do about immoral publications 
is the subject of Pope John’s address 
The Law and Freedom of the Press. Con- 
trol by legislation is one of the courses 
he explores. Page 193. 


® The Source of Peace 
Individual, social, and international 
peace have the same ultimate basis, the 
Holy Father reminds the world in 
Peace on Earth. Merely human efforts 
to find peace are discussed, as well as 
the work of the Church in this matter. 
Page 200. 


® Counsels for Nuns 

The Holy Father draws upon a spiritual 
classic to advise nuns on their way of 
life in his address To Nuns on The Jmi- 
tation of Christ. Page 208. 


@ also in this issue... 

are letters and addresses on the _Immac- 
ulate Conception, streetcar operators, 
the charity of American school chil- 


dren, and other topics of interest. 
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NEWS 
and NOTES 


THE FOURTH ENCYCLICAL of Pope 
John’s pontificate, “Princeps Pastorum,” 
appears in this issue, beginning on page 
123. In this message the Holy Father 
discusses the operation of the Church’s 
mission territories, laying special em- 
phasis on the training of the native 
clergy. He urges that they be prepared 
to assume the ecclesiastical government 
of mission areas as soon as possible. 


* 


SEVEN NEW CARDINALS were 
named by Pope John at a secret con- 
sistory on March 28, bringing the total 
membership of the Sacred College to an 
all-time high of eighty-five. The new 
cardinals include the first Japanese, the 
first Filipino, and the first African Ne- 
gro to be named to the office. Pope 
John told the consistory that the seven 
new cardinals would be able to contrib- 
ute much toward the success of the com- 
ing Second Vatican Council. (For a 
digest of the Holy Father’s address on 
this occasion, see page 150 of this issue. ) 

The Holy Father also announced that 
he had created an additional three car- 
dinals but was reserving their names to 
himself “in pectore” until a later date. 

Several days later, at the ceremonial 
imposition of birettas on the new car- 
dinals, he expressed satisfaction at the 
favorable comments all over the world 
on the naming of three Afro-Asian car- 


dinals. 





The following week Pope John stated 
that the naming of the three Afro-Asian 
cardinals “proclaims that Christ is the 
brother of all people, and that His King- 
dom is without boundaries or limits of 
any kind.” 

This is the third time in less than six- 
teen months that Pope John has named 


new cardinals. 


THE DEATH of Cardinal Stepinac 
was marked by a Requiem Papal Mass 
in St. Peter’s basilica attended by the 
papal court and the diplomatic corps. 
Such a solemn function, officially desig- 
nated a “papal chapel,” is rarely or- 
dered for a cardinal immediately after 
his death. It is therefore regarded as 
an extraordinary gesture of honor by 





A NEW SECTION 

A new section has been added 
to the TPS Guide, beginning with 
this issue. It contains bibliogra- 
phic and other Guide data on mes- 
sages that appear in the form of 
digests or excerpts, and which 
have not yet been listed in the 
Guide. 

The new service is provided for 
readers who may wish to find the 
full message or at least ascertain 
its length and over-all context. See 
page 223. 
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Pope John toward Cardinal Stepinac. 
The Holy Father’s eulogy on this occa- 
sion appears on page 146 of this issue. 


* 


THE ROMAN SYNOD was held in the 
last week of January, after a year of 
preparation. Approximately 1300 ec- 
clesiastics attended the three working 
sessions of the synod, which were held 
in the Vatican’s Hall of Benediction. 
The participants included not only the 
pastors of Rome but also the cardinals 
and other high officials of the central 
offices of the Universal Church. The 
Holy Father presided at the three ses- 
sions and opened each one with an ad- 
dress. He also spoke at the ceremonies 
that opened and closed the synod. (Di- 
gests of all five addresses appear in this 
issue. See pages 153-163. 

A prospectus of nearly eight hundred 
proposed diocesan regulations was pre- 
pared by a committee of theologians, 
canon law scholars, diocesan curia offi- 
cials, and selected parish priests, ap- 
pointed by the Holy Father. To assist 
the committee, questionnaires were sent 
out to all the pastors of Rome for an 
expression of their opinions. 

The proposed diocesan regulations 
were read aloud at the three working 
sessions of the synod but there was no 
voting at the sessions. Instead, recom- 
mended amendments were to be sub- 
mitted in writing before final ratifica- 
tion of the proposed regulations by a 
decree of Pope John XXIII. He was not 
expected to ratify them for several 
months, because of the time needed to 
consider suggested amendments. 

Although there have been earlier syn- 
odal gatherings in the diocese of Rome, 
the Pope termed this the first Roman 
synod, probably because it is the first 
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to be held since the Council of Trent 
(1545-63) and the promulgation of the 
canon law which specifies explicitly the 
nature and operation of diocesan syn- 
ods. 


* 


THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 
will move one stage closer this summer, 
according to an N.C.W.C. news report. 
The Ante-preparatory Commission is 
expected to complete its work this sum- 
mer and make way for the preparatory 
commissions which will immediately 
precede the council. The Holy Father 
has already examined summaries of the 
suggestions received from bishops all 
over the world on the agenda of the 
council. 

Further clarification of the aims of 
the council came from Pope John him- 
self in a talk to Bolognese priests late 
in February. He indicated that the 
Church’s internal affairs would be the 
principal subject matter scheduled for 
consideration by the counc’l. He went 
on to say, however, that once the Church 
had established the best solutions of its 
internal problems, it would “be able to 
indicate to the separated brothers the 
sure road to that unity to which they also 
aspire.” 

The Holy Father is sending giant 
candles to the most famous shrines of 
all nations to remind everyone to pray 
for the success of the council. Among 
the churches to receive the tall candles 
are the National Shrine of the Immacu- 
late Conception in Washington, D. C., 
the Oratory of St. Joseph and the Shrine 
of St. Anne de Beaupre in Canada. 


* 


THE HOLY FATHER took a very ac- 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


tive part in the liturgical ceremonies of 
Lent and Holy Week. On Ash Wednes- 
day he blessed ashes in his private 
chapel and distributed them to the mem- 
bers of his immediate household. In the 
afternoon of the same day he restored a 
tradition that had not been observed for 
two hundred years, when he walked in 
the outdoor procession to the Stational 
Church of Santa Sabina, chanting the 
Litany of the Saints. 

On the first four Sundays of Lent, 
continuing a custom he had revived last 
year after a lapse of centuries, he visited 
churches in the city of Rome. This year, 
instead of visiting the ancient stational 
churches, as had been the tradition, he 
went to churches in the poor and popu- 
lous Roman parishes that have sprung 
up in the outskirts of Rome since the 
war. He varied the tradition because 
the stational churches lie in the heart 
of Rome where relatively few people 
live. The parishes he visited are among 
the poorest and “toughest” in all Rome, 
and at least one is known as a strong- 
hold of Communism. 

On Palm Sunday, at the Basilica of 
St. Paul’s Outside-the-Walls, Pope John 
blessed the palms and walked in the 
procession. 

During the Holy Thursday evening 
Mass at the Basilica of St. John Lateran 
he washed and kissed the feet of thirteen 
priests from all parts of the world. On 
Good Friday he went to the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major to attend the chanting 
of the Passion. On Easter Sunday he 
presided at Mass in St. Peter’s and then 
delivered his second annual Easter mes- 
sage. (See page 171.) 


* 


THE EASTER MESSAGE of the Holy 
Father (page 171) was carried by tele- 


119 


vision and radio to a vast European 
audience. The Holy Father spoke over 
Vatican Radio, Radio Free Europe, and 
Eurovision, the television network that 
covers most of western Europe. And an 
estimated 100,000 persons stood in St. 
Peter’s Square in the rain to listen to 
the address and receive the papal bless- 
ing. 

Anticipating that his address might be 
heard behind the Iron Curtain, Pope 
John extended special words of comfort 
to those Catholics who have “neither 
individual, nor political, nor religious 
freedom.” 


* 


IN OTHER RECENT MESSAGES Pope 
John XXIII: 
—initiated plans for celebrating the 
19th centenary of the arrival of St. Paul 
in Rome. December 15, 1959. 
—-praised the contribution of the Vati- 
can Polygot Press to dissemination of 
the Gospel throughout the world. Jan- 
uary 6, 1960. 
—reviewed the achievements and aims 
of the Pontifical Biblical Institute, with 
emphasis on the magisterium of the 
Church. February 17, 1960. 
—told the Lenten preachers of Rome 
that he wanted their sermons to be con- 
siderate of the congregation, under- 
standing, and compassionate. February 
19, 1960. 
—greeted the president of Peru and 
praised the Catholicism of Peruvians. 
February 22, 1960. 
—thanked American bishops for the 
help of U.S. Catholics in relieving world 
misery. February 9, 1960. 
—described to high school teachers their 
duties, aims, and qualifications; urged 
them to respect children; and discussed 
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the relation of teacher to family and so- 
ciety. March 19, 1960. 

—had a word for each of various groups 
of workers in a general audience, after 
discussing St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians. March 20, 1960. 

—commended an organization that is 
urging neutral status for doctors in any 
future war. March 22, 1960. 
—discussed some of the Church’s prob- 
lems in Latin America and especially the 
need for religious vocations. March 25, 


1960. 


* 


TRANSLATORS of the longer mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
footnote on the second page of each mes- 
sage. 


Translators of the shorter messages 
and the excerpts are Sister Mary Paul- 
line, G.N.S.H., (pp. 149 and 214), Mrs. 
Catherine Baroch (p. 199), Rev. Paul J. 
Oligny, O.F.M., (p. 192), and Mrs. 
L. G. M. Rose (pp. 169 and 189). 

The message to American school chil- 
dren (p. 190) was in English. 


* 


THE PHOTOGRAPH on page 122 
shows the Holy Father walking along a 
street in Rome after ceremonies in St. 
Ignatius Church during the week of the 
Roman Synod. In the photograph on 
page 170 he is blessing the throngs in 
St. Peter’s Square, who have just heard 
his Easter message. Both photographs 
were taken by Felici of Rome. 


Tue Pope Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based prin- 
cipally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Gume is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a three-month period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Gums may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 6, 
No, 2, brings you translations of several of the more interesting and important messages 
of Pope John XXIII which have appeared in recent months, along with bibliographic 
coverage in the TPS Guine for the months of April, May, June, 1959. Tue Pore Speaks 
is published at 3622 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, D. C. Subscription rates: $5.00 a 
year; $9.00 two years; $13.00 three years. Second-class postage paid at Washington, D. C. 
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ters: 





The Encyclical Letter, 


Princeps Pastorum 


To Our Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and Other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 
With the Apostolic See: On the Catholic Missions in 
the Fortieth Year Since Benedict XV Issued the 
Apostolic Letter “Maximum illud” 


JOHN XxXill 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


N THE DAY when “the 

Prince of the Shepherds” ! 

entrusted to Us His lambs 
and sheep,? God’s flock, which 
dwells all over the earth, We re- 
sponded to the sweet invitation of 
His love with a sense of Our un- 
worthiness but with trust in His 
all-powerful assistance. And the 
magnitude, the beauty, and the im- 
portance of the Catholic Mis- 
sions have been constantly on Our 
mind.* For this reason, We have 
never ceased to devote to them Our 
greatest solicitude and attention. 
And at the close of the first year 
marking the anniversary of Our 
reception of the triple Tiara, in the 
sermon which We delivered on that 
solemn occasion We mentioned as 
among the happiest events of Our 
Pontificate the day, October 10th, 


on which over four hundred mis- 
sionaries gathered in the most holy 
Vatican Basilica to receive from 
Our hands the crucifix, image of 
Jesus Christ Crucified, before leav- 
ing for distant parts of the world 
to illumine them with the light of 
Christianity. 


Early interest 


The Most Provident Lord, in His 
secret and loving designs, willed 
that, in its very first years, Our 
priestly mission should be oriented 
toward the furthering of this 
cause; in fact, immediately after 
the conclusion of the First World 
War, Our predecessor Benedict XV 
called Us to Rome from Our dio- 
cese, so that We could devote Our 
zeal to the Pontifical Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith, 
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a function which We most willingly 
performed during four years of 
Our priestly life. We happily re- 
call Whitsunday in 1922, the third 
centenary of the foundation of the 
Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith, which is especially 
entrusted with the task of carrying 
the beneficial light of the Gospel, 
and heavenly grace, to the farthest 
reaches of the earth. It was with 
great joy that We participated in 
the Congregation’s centennial fes- 
tivities on that day. 

Also at that time Our predeces- 
sor Pius XII by word and example 
incited Us to give Our warmest 
support to missionary activities 
and projects. Just before the Col- 
lege of Cardinals was convened for 
the Conclave during which, by di- 
vine inspiration, he was chosen as 
the successor of St. Peter, he spoke 
the following words in Our pres- 
ence: “We cannot expect anything 
greater or more beneficial from the 
new Vicar of Christ than these two 
most important things: that he will 
strive with all his might to propa- 
gate the doctrine of the Gospel 
among all men, and that he will 
bring peoples together in a spirit of 
true peace and strengthen them 
therein.” ¢ 


Subject of this letter 
With these and many other sweet 
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memories in Our mind, and aware 
of the grave duties imposed upon 
the Supreme Shepherd of the flock 
of God, We would like, Venerable 
Brethren—seizing an occasion of- 
fered by that memorable Apos- 
tolic Letter, Maximum illud,® with 
which, forty years ago, Our pred- 
ecessor Benedict XV furthered the 
cause of the Catholic missions by 
establishing new rules and enkin- 
dling the faithful with new zeal— 
We would like, We repeat, to speak 
to you with a fatherly heart, by 
means of this letter, on the neces- 
sity and hopes of extending God’s 
kingdom to the many parts of the 
world where missionaries labor 
zealously, sparing no effort in order 
that new branches of the Church 
may grow and produce wholesome 
fruits. 

Our predecessors Pius XI and 
Pius XII also issued decrees and 
exhortations to the furtherance of 
this cause,* which We confirmed 
with like authority and like charity 
when We issued Our first Encycli- 
cal Letter, Ad Petri Cathedram." 
We think, however, and We feel 
sure that We will never do enough 
to carry out the wishes of the Di- 
vine Redeemer in this matter until 
all sheep are happily gathered in 
one fold under the leadership of 
one Shepherd.® 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 29, 1959. Latin text. Translation 
prepared by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose of the TPS staff. 

This is the fourth encyclical issued by Pope John XXII. It is entitled “Princeps 
Pastorum” from its opening words, which mean “Prince of She ‘ 

In this letter on the Church’s mission territories, the Holy Father discusses the devel- 


opment of a native clergy, principles for their eduction, and the apostolic role of 
the laity. 




















A ery for help 


When We turn Our mind and 
Our heart to the supernatural bless- 
ings of the Church that are to be 
shared with those people whose 
souls have not yet been suffused 
with the light of the Gospel, there 
appear before Our eyes either 
regions of the world where bounti- 
ful crops grow, thrive, and ripen, 
or regions where the labors of the 
toilers in God’s vineyard are very 
arduous, or regions where the ene- 
mies of God and Jesus Christ are 
harassing and threatening to de- 
stroy Christian communities by 
violence and persecutions, and are 
striving to smother and crush the 
seed of God’s word.® We are every- 
where confronted by appeals to Us 
to ensure the eternal salvation of 
souls in the best way We can, and 
a cry seems to reach Our ears: 
“Help us!” 2° Innumerable regions 
have already been made fruitful by 
the sweat and blood of messengers 
of the Gospel “from every nation 
under heaven,” 1! and native apos- 





*1 Peter 5, 4. 
*Cf. John 21, 15-17. 
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tles, with the help of divine grace, 
are blossoming like new buds and 
are bringing forth saving fruits. 
We desire to reach those regions 
with Our words of praise and en- 
couragement, and with Our affec- 
tion. We also wish to give them 
Our instructions and admonitions, 
which are prompted by firm hope 
based on the infallible promise of 
Our Divine Master, that is con- 
tained in these words: “Behold, I 
am with you all days, even unto the 
consummation of the world.” 
“Take courage, I have overcome 
the world.” 4% 


I 

The First World War involved 
many countries all over the world 
and caused grievous losses to many 
individuals and nations. When it 
finally ended, Benedict XV’s Apos- 
tolic Letter** (which We men- 
tioned above), like the exalted invi- 
tation of a fatherly voice, enflamed 
the souls of all Catholics to expand 
peacefully the Kingdom of God, the 
only one, We say, which can give 


* Cf. “Homilia in die Coronationis habita,” AAS 50 (1958) 886; TPS (Spring 1959) 


v. 5, no. 2, 140. 
‘Cf, “La 
®Cf. AAS 11 (1919) 440 ff. 


propagazione della fede,” Scritti di A. G. Roncalli, Rome, 1958, p. 108 ff. 


*Cf. Pius XI’s Encyclical “Rerwm Ecclesiae,” AAS 18 (1926) 65 ff.; Pius XII’s 
Encyclicals “Evangelii praecones,” AAS 43 (1951) 497 ff., and “Fidei donum,” AAS 
49 (1957) 225 ff. - English translation of the latter is in TPS (Winter 1957-58) 


v. 4, no. 8, 295-812 


* Encyclical “Ad Petri Cathedram,” AAS 51 (1959) 497 ff.; TPS an 1959) 


v. 5, no. 4, 359-383. 
*Cf. John 10, 16. 
*Cf. Matt. 13, 19. 
* Acts 16, 9. 
™ Acts 2, 5. 

* Matt. 28, 20. 
% John 16, 33. 
“AAS 11 (1919) 440 ff. 
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and secure permanent peace and 
prosperity to all men, children of 
their Heavenly Father. From that 
time, during forty very active 
years, the works and undertakings 
of the heralds of the Gospel have 
been flourishing and producing in- 
creasingly abundant fruits every 
day; and the most noteworthy re- 
sult is the fact that a local hier- 
archy and clergy have been in- 
creasingly developed in the mission 
areas. 


A local hierarchy 


It is necessary that missionaries 
obey the words of Our immediate 
predecessor, Pius XII, to the effect 
that they “must constantly keep 
before their mind’s eyes their ulti- 
mate goal, which is to establish the 
Church firmly in other countries, 
and subsequently to entrust it to a 
local hierarchy, chosen from their 
own people.” Therefore, this 
Apostolic See, abundantly and at 
the opportune time, has taken 
measures especially in recent times, 
to establish or re-establish a hier- 
archy in those areas in which local 
conditions favored the foundation 
of Episcopal Sees, and if possible, 
to place locally born prelates at 
their head. At any rate, it is well 
known that this has always been 
the principal and constant goal of 
the Sacred Congregation for the 
Propagation of the Faith. It was 
an Apostolic Letter, however, 
which highlighted the importance 
and immediacy of the matter as 
never before. In this letter Our 
predecessor, Benedict XV, urgently 
reminded the authorities in charge 





of the missions to nurture carefully 
the vocations of those who felt the 
divine call to the priesthood in mis- 
sion territories and to contribute 
to the quantitative and qualitative 
growth of that clergy which was 
called native. (Neither slight nor 
discrimination was intended by the 
word “native,” or was ever ex- 
pressed or implied by the language 
of the Roman Pontiffs and ecclesi- 
astical documents. ) 


Growth of native clergy 


This exhortation of Benedict 
XV, which was repeated by Our 
predecessors Pius XI and Pius 
XII, with the help of God’s divine 
Providence has had visible and 
copious results. We want you to 
join Us in rendering thanks to God 
for the fact that a numerous and 
elect legion of bishops and priests 
has arisen in the Mission terri- 
tories, Our brethren and beloved 
sons, who fill Our heart with great 
expectations. If We cast even a 
cursory glance on the ecclesiastical 
situation in the areas which are 
entrusted to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion for the Propagation of the 
Faith, with the exception of those 
at present under persecution, We 
note that the first bishop of east 
Asian origins was consecrated in 
1923, and the first vicars apostol- 
ic of African Negro descent were 
named in 1939. By 1959, We count 
68 Asian and 25 African bishops. 
The remaining native clergy grew 
in number from 919 in 1918 to 5553 
in 1957 in Asia, and during the 
same period in Africa from 90 in 
1918 to 1811 in 1957. With such 


* Encyclical “Evangelii praecones,” AAS 48 (1951) 507. 











} 
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an admirable increase in the num- 
bers of the clergy did the Lord of 
the harvest 1° desire to reward ade- 
quately the labors and merits of 
those who zealously did mission 
work, either individually or in co- 
operation with many others, re- 
sponding with a generous heart to 
the repeated exhortations of this 
Apostolic See. 


Mutual exchange 


It was, therefore, with good rea- 
son that Our predecessor Pius XII 
was able to affirm with satisfac- 
tion: “Once upon a time it seemed 
as though the life of the Church 
used to prosper and blossom chiefly 
in the regions of ancient Europe, 
whence it would flow, like a majes- 
tic river, through the remaining 
areas which, to use the Greek term, 
were considered almost the periph- 
ery of the world; today, however, 
the life of the Church is shared, as 
though by a mutual irradiation of 
energies, among all individual 
members of the Mystical Body of 
“Christ. Not a few countries on 
other continents have long since 
outgrown the missionary stage, 
and are now governed by an ec- 
clesiastical hierarchy of their own, 
have their own ecclesiastical or- 
ganization, and are liberally offer- 
ing to other Church communities 
those very gifts, spiritual and ma- 
terial, which they formerly used to 
receive.” 17 


Encouraging vocations 


We wish especially to exhort the 





* Cf. Matt. 9, 38. 
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bishops and clergy of the new 
Christian communities to pray to 
God, and to conduct themselves in 
such a way that the priestly gift 
they are enjoying may grow in 
spiritual fruitfulness ; in their talks 
with the people, as often as feasible 
they should praise the dignity, the 
beauty, and the merits of the 
priesthood, and, by so doing, they 
will induce all those whom God has 
chosen for this exalted honor to re- 
spond to the call with an open and 
generous heart. They should also 
cause the faithful entrusted to their 
care to pray to God for this cause, 
in unity of spirit with the whole 
Church, which, in response to the 
Divine Redeemer’s exhortations, 
prays “the Lord of the Harvest to 
send forth laborers into his har- 
vest,” 18 especially at the present 
time, when “the harvest indeed is 
great, but the laborers are few.” ” 


Place of foreign missionaries 


However, Christian communities 
to which missionaries still devote 
their zeal, although already gov- 
erned by their own hierarchy, are 
still in need of the work of mis- 
sionaries from other countries, 
either because of the vastness of 
the territory, or the increasing 
number of converts, or the multi- 
tude of those who have not yet ben- 
efited from the doctrine of the Gos- 
pel. To such missionaries, no doubt, 
apply these words of Our immedi- 
ate predecessor: “These cannot be 
considered foreigners, for all Cath- 
olic priests who truly answer their 


* Pius XII’s Christmas Broadcast, AAS 38 (1946) 20. 


* Luke 10, 2 
"Ibid. 
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vocation feel themselves native sons 
wherever they work, in order that 
the Kingdom of God may flourish 
and develop.” 2° Let them therefore 
work united by the bond of that 
loving, brotherly, and _ sincere 
charity which mirrors the love they 
must feel toward the Divine Re- 
deemer and His Church; and, in 
prompt and filial obedience to their 
Bishops, whom “the Holy Spirit 
placed . . . to rule the Church of 
God,” 24 they must be “of one heart 
and one soul,” 2? grateful to each 
other for the mutual cooperation 
and help; indeed, if they act in this 
manner, it should be apparent to 
everyone’s eyes that they are the 
disciples of Him Who, in His own 
and most distinctive “new” com- 
mandment, exhorted all to a mutual 
and always increasing love.” 


II 


Our predecessor Benedict XV, 
in his Apostolic Letter Maximum 
illud, especially exhorted Catholic 
mission authorities to mold and 
shape the minds and souls of the 
clergy selected from the local pop- 
ulation, and to do so in such a way 
that their formation and education 
would turn out “perfect and com- 
plete in every respect.” *4 “In fact,” 
he wrote, “a native priest, having 
a place of birth, character, men- 
tality, and emotional make-up in 
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common with his countrymen, is in 
a privileged position for sowing the 
seeds of the Faith in their hearts: 
indeed, he knows much better than 
a stranger the ways of persuasion 
with them.” 


Personal sanctification 


Regarding the requirements of 
a perfect priestly formation and 
education, it is necessary that sem- 
inarians be induced, tactfully but 
firmly, to espouse those virtues 
which are the prime qualification 
of the priestly calling, “that is, the 
duty to achieve personal sanctifica- 
tion.” 2° The newly-ordained native 
clergy of those countries must en- 
ter into pious competition with the 
clergy of those older dioceses which 
have long been producing priests 
in their midst who were such mir- 
rors of virtue that they are pro- 
posed as examples to the clergy of 
the whole Church. In fact, it is 
through sanctity that priests can 
and must be the light of the world 
and the salt of the earth.?” In other 
words, they can, especially by their 
sanctity, show their own country- 
men and the whole world the 
beauty and the supernatural power 
of the Gospel; they can teach all 
men that a perfect Christian life 
is a goal toward which all of God’s 
children must strive, struggling 
and persevering with all their 


Letter of Pius XII to Cardinal Adeodatus Piazza, AAS 47 (1955) 542; TPS 


(Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 8, 253-4. 
* Acts 20, 28. 
* Acts 4, 32. 
= Cf. John 18, 34 and 15, 12. 
“AAS 11 (1919) 445. 
* Ibid. 


* Pius XII’s Apostolic letter “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42, Dia 477. 


"Cf. Matt. 5, 18-14. 
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strength, regardless of their place 
of birth, their walk of life, or the 
degree of civilization they enjoy. 


Native teachers in seminaries 


Furthermore, Our fatherly soul 
harbors the happy hope that every- 
where the local clergy will be able 
to select from among its ranks just 
and holy men capable of governing, 
forming, and educating their own 
seminarians. That is the reason 
why Weare already instructing the 
bishops and the mission authorities 
to choose without hesitation from 
among the local clergy those priests 
who, for their exceptional virtue 
and wise actions, qualify as teach- 
ers in the local seminaries and are 
able to lead their students to 
sanctity. 


Adaptation to locality 


Furthermore, Venerable Breth- 
ren, as you well know, the Church 
has prescribed at all times that 
priests must prepare for their call- 
ing by means of a solid intellectual 
and spiritual education. Indeed, no 
one will doubt, especially in our 
time, that young people of all races 
and from all parts of the world 
are capable of absorbing such an 
education; this fact has already 
been clearly demonstrated. With- 
out doubt, the formation to be given 
to this: clergy must take into ac- 
count the circumstances which ob- 
tain in different areas and nations. 
This extremely wise norm applies 
to all students for the priesthood; 
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it is advisable that young semi- 
narians never be “educated in 
places too far removed from human 
society,” 7° because “once they step 
out into the world, they will have 
problems in dealing both with sim- 
ple people and with intellectuals; 
this will often cause them to as- 
sume the wrong attitude toward 
the Christian population, or to re- 
gard the formation they received 
as a bad one.” 2° Indeed, it is nec- 
essary that youths not only conform 
to the ideal of priestly spiritual per- 
fection in everything, but also that 
they “gradually and prudently pen- 
etrate the mentality and feelings 
of the people” *°—of the people, We 
repeat, whom they must enlighten 
with the truth of the Gospel and 
lead to perfection of life, with the 
help of God’s grace. Therefore, it 
is necessary that seminary superi- 
ors conform to this plan of training 
and education while yet welcoming 
those material and technical facili- 
ties which the genius of mankind 
has made the patrimony, as it were, 
of every civilization in order to 
insure an easier and better life and 
to preserve the bodily health and 
safety of mankind. 


Training for responsibility 


The formation of the local clergy, 
as Our same predecessor, Benedict 
XV, wrote, must enable them, in 
compliance with the first require- 
ment of their divine calling, “to 
assume rightly the rule of their 
people” *‘—to lead their people, by 


*Pius XII’s Apostolic Letter “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950) 686. 


* Ibid. 
” Ibid., p. 687. 


" Apostolic Letter “Maximum illud,” AAS 11 (1919) 445. 
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the influence of their teaching and 
their ministry, along the path to 
eternal salvation. To this end, We 
highly recommend that everyone, 
whether local or foreign, who con- 
tributes to the formation in ques- 
tion, do his conscientious best to 
develop in these students a sense of 
the importance and difficulty of 
their mission, and a capability for 
wisely and discreetly using the 
freedom allowed to them. This 
should be done so that they may be 
in a position to assume, quickly 
and progressively, all the functions, 
even the most important ones, per- 
taining to their calling, not only in 
harmonious cooperation with the 
foreign clergy, but also on an equal 
footing with them.*? Indeed, this is 
the touchstone of the effectiveness 
of their formation, and will be the 
best reward for the efforts of all 
those who contributed to it. 


Missiology 


Indeed, in considering all the 
elements pertaining not only to the 
right intellectual and spiritual for- 
mation of the students for the 
priesthood but also to the needs and 
to the special mentality and emo- 
tional make-up of their own people, 
this Apostolic See has always 
recommended, both to the foreign 
and to the local clergy, that they 
should study the discipline of mis- 
siology. Our predecessor Benedict 
XV established chairs of this dis- 
cipline in the Pontifical Urban 
Athenaeum of the Propagation of 
the Faith;** and Our immediate 
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predecessor, Pius XII, remarked 
with satisfaction on the founding 
of the Institute of Missiology in 
the same university; “not a few 
faculties and chairs of missiology,” 
he said, “have been established in 
Rome and in other places.” ** 
Therefore, in the curricula of the 
seminaries of mission countries, 
there will be no lack of studies per- 
taining to the various missiologi- 
cal disciplines, nor of technical 
training in all the practical skills 
which are considered useful for the 
future work of the clergy in those 
countries. Therefore it is absolutely 
necessary that their training not 
only conform to the best ecclesias- 
tical traditions of a solid and undi- 
luted education, but also that it 
open up and sharpen the minds of 
the seminarians in such a way as 
to enable each individual to evalu- 
ate correctly his own and his coun- 
try’s particular kind of culture, 
especially as it pertains to philo- 
sophical and theological teachings 
and their relation to the Christian 
religion. 


The Church and cultures 


“The Catholic Church,” stated 
Our same predecessor, “has never 
fostered an attitude of contempt 
or outright rejection of pagan 
teachings but, rather, has com- 
pleted and perfected them with 
Christian doctrine, after purifying 
them from all dross of error. So, 
too, the Church, to a certain ex- 
tent, consecrated native art and 
culture ..., as well as the special 


“Cf. Pius XII’s Apostolic Letter “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950) 686. 
* Tbid., p. 448. 
“Encyclical “Evangelii praecones,” AAS 48 (1951) 500. 
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customs and traditional institutions 
of the people . . .; she has even 
transformed their feast days, leav- 
ing unchanged their methods of 
computation and their form, but 
dedicating them to the memory of 
the martyrs and to the celebration 
of the sacred Mysteries.” ** We 
Ourselves have already expressed 
Our thoughts on this matter as fol- 
lows: “Wherever artistic and 
philosophical values exist which 
are capable of enriching the cul- 
ture of the human race, the Church 
fosters and supports these labors 
of the spirit. On the other hand, 
the Church, as you know, does not 
identify itself with any one culture, 
not even with European and West- 
ern civilization, although the history 
of the Church is closely intertwined 
with it; for the mission entrusted 
to the Church pertains chiefly to 
other matters, that is, to matters 
which are concerned with religion 
and the eternal salvation of men. 
The Church, however, which is so 
full of youthful vigor and is con- 
stantly renewed by the breath of 
the Holy Spirit, is willing, at all 
times, to recognize, welcome, and 
even assimilate anything that re- 
dounds to the honor of the human 
mind and heart, whether or not it 
originates in parts of the world 
washed by the Mediterranean Sea, 
which, from the beginning of time, 
had been destined by God’s Provi- 
dence to be the cradle of the 
Church.” *¢ 


* Ibid., p. 522. 
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Conversion of the learned 


If native priests are well in- 
structed in these practical matters 
and serious disciplines, and if 
they overcome difficulties and are 
equipped to take the right course 
of action, they will be able, under 
guidance of their bishops, to make 
highly valuable contributions. In 
particular, they will find a more 
sympathetic audience among the 
educated citizens of their own 
countries and will be able to attract 
them to the Christian truth, in the 
manner of the famous missionary, 
Matthew Ricci. This will happen 
especially in those countries which 
possess an ancient and highly-de- 
veloped civilization of their own. 
Indeed, local priests are entrusted 
with the mission of “bringing every 
mind into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ,” *7 as Paul, that incom- 
parable missionary and apostle of 
the people, affirmed; thus, they will 
also be “held in great honor by 
the members of the intellectual 
elite of their country.” *8 


Study centers 


Therefore, making use of their 
judgment and cooperation, bishops 
will take care to establish, at oppor- 
tune moments, study centers to 
meet the needs of one or more 
regions in order to make basic doc- 
trine known and understood. In 
these, both foreign and local priests 
can employ their learning and ex- 


* Cf. “Address to Participants in Second World Congress of Negro Writers and 


Artists,” Osservatore Romano, April 3, 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, 290-1. 
* 2 Cor. 10, 5. 


1959. Brief summary in TPS (Summer 


® Pius XI’s encyclical “Rerum Ecclesiae,” AAS 18 (1926) 77. 
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perience to benefit the particular 
countries in which they were born 
or in which they have chosen to 
spread the Christian truth. In this 
connection, We should also like to 
quote the teaching of Our immedi- 
ate predecessor Pius XII, ex- 
pressed in these words: there must 
be promoted “the publication and 
dissemination of Catholic books of 
every description”;®® and care 
must be taken to advance “the use 
of modern means of communication 
in spreading Christian doctrine. 
No one can ignore the importance 
of gaining the good will of native 
peoples and making them favorable 
to Catholicism.” *° Certainly, all 
methods cannot be employed in all 
places; all opportunities must be 
taken, however, to fulfill different 
needs, whenever they arise, even 
though, sometimes, “one sows, 
another reaps.” * 


Social welfare work 


To propagate the truth of Jesus 
Christ is the truest function of the 
Church. Indeed, “it is the solemn 
duty of the Church to impart to 
. . . peoples, so far as possible, the 
outstanding blessings of her life 
and her teaching, from which a 
new social order should be derived, 
based on Christian principles.” * 
Therefore, in mission territories, 
the Church takes the most generous 
measures to encourage social wel- 
fare projects, to support welfare 
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work for the poor, and to assist 
Christian communities and the 
peoples concerned. Care must be 
taken, however, not to clutter and 
obstruct the apostolic work of the 
missions with an excessive quan- 
tity of secular projects. Economic 
assistance must be limited to nec- 
essary undertakings which can be 
easily maintained and utilized, and 
to projects whose organization and 
administration can be easily trans- 
ferred to the lay men and women 
of the particular nation, thus al- 
lowing the missionaries to devote 
themselves to their task of propa- 
gating the faith, and to other pur- 
suits aimed directly at personal 
sanctification and eternal salvation. 


Universality 


If it is true, as We said, that in 
order for the apostolate to bear 
abundant fruits, the most impor- 
tant requirement the native priests 
must meet is that they should know, 
and carefully evaluate, everything 
connected with the institutions 
peculiar to their countries, what 
Our predecessor said of the whole 
world will remain even truer: “the 
prospects and plans of the Church, 
which embrace the whole world, 
will be the prospects and plans of 
their daily Christian lives.” #* To 
this end, the native clergy not only 
will be bound to know the affairs 
and developments of the universal 
Church, but must also be guided 


* Encyclical “Fidei donum,” AAS 49 (1957) 233; TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 4, 
no. 3, 301. 

* Ibid. 

“ John 4, 37. 

“Encyclical “Fidei donum,” AAS 49 (1957) 231; TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 4, 
no. 8, 300. 

“Tbid., p. 288; English translation op. cit., p. 305. 
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by, and filled with, that charity 
which embraces all the faithful. 
This is the reason why St. John 
Chrysostom said of Christian litur- 
gical celebrations: “When we ap- 
proach the altar, we pray, above 
all, for the whole universe and the 
common good”; ** and St. Augus- 
tine uttered a beautiful sentence: 
“Extend your charity to the whole 
world, if you want to love Christ, 
because the members of Christ’s 
body cover the whole world.” * 


Ultra-nationalism 


Indeed, it was in this spirit that 
Our predecessor Benedict XV, in 
order to preserve the integrity of 
the concept of Catholic unity, 
which must inspire all missionary 
work, sternly warned of a danger 
which he did not hesitate to define 
in these words, and which must be 
avoided by missionaries in their 
thoughts, lest it jeopardize the ef- 
fectiveness of their actions: “It 
would be a sad thing if any mis- 
sionary should appear to be so ob- 
livious of his dignity as to think 
of his country on earth rather 
than of his fatherland in heaven, 
and be excessively concerned with 
increasing, the power and the 
glory of his own nation above all 
other nations. Such conduct would 
greatly impair the cause of the 
apostolate, and would cut the sin- 
ews of charity in his heart, while 
lowering his prestige in the eyes 
of the public.” * 

This danger, in different ways 
and forms, could arise again in our 


“ Hom. II in 2 Cor., Migne, PG 61, 398. 
“In Ep. Ioan. ad Parthos. 
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time, especially since several coun- 
tries already enlightened by the 
light of the Gospel have been 
aroused to seek freedom and self- 
government. The acquisition of 
political freedom can sometimes be 
accompanied by disorders and ex- 
cesses which are detrimental to the 
common good and are the opposite 
of the spirit of Christian charity. 

We feel perfectly confident, how- 
ever, that the native clergy is ani- 
mated by lofty purposes and senti- 
ments which conform to the gen- 
eral principles of the Christian 
religion and entirely correspond 
with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, which embraces all men 
with the same love; We are also 
certain that they contribute their 
share to the real interests of their 
own nations. In this connection, 
Our Predecessor very aptly uttered 
the following words of warning: 
“The Catholic Church is not a 
stranger among any people or 
nation.” ** No Christian community 
anywhere will ever achieve unity 
with the Universal Church, from 
which emanates the supernatural 
life of Jesus Christ, if the local 
clergy and population succumb to 
the influence of a particularist 
spirit, if they arouse enmity in 
other nations, and if they are mis- 
led and perturbed by an ultra- 
nationalism which can destroy the 
spirit of universal charity—that 
charity upon which the Church 
of God is built and is called 
“Catholic.” 


, Tr. X, c. 5, Migne, PL 35, 2060. 


“ Apostolic Letter “Maximum illud,” AAS 11 (1919) 446. 


“ Tbid., p. 445. 
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III 


Our predecessor Benedict XV, 
as We mentioned above, stressed 
particularly the necessity of a 
scholarly, intensive, and adequate 
formation of the native clergy, 
which must be equal to current cir- 
cumstances. Undoubtedly he was 
aware of another need, equally im- 
portant: the need to educate and 
indoctrinate the laity of each na- 
tion in such a way that they will 
not only be worthy of their Chris- 
tian calling in their private lives, 
but will also engage in active apos- 
tolic work. Our immediate pred- 
ecessor Pius XII dealt with the sub- 
ject well and significantly,** and 
recommended again and again that 
today this cause be attended to with 
great fervor and be carried out to 
the greatest degree and as soon 
as possible. 


Need for lay help 


Our predecessor Pius XII—and 
this redounds to his special credit 
and praise—exhorted the laity, 
with eloquent and abundant doc- 
trine and repeated admonitions, 
willingly and zealously to enter the 
apostolic field and give their active 
cooperation to the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy, in the same way in 
which, since the times of the early 
Church and throughout. the cen- 
turies, the faithful have cooperated 
with their bishops and their clergy, 
to enable them to carry out their 
tasks more easily and with greater 
efficacy, in religious and social 
fields. Our times require this effort, 
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not less, nay, even more, since 
requirements of this kind have 
grown, and the greatly increased 
multitudes are hungry for the 
spiritual food of true doctrine. 
Indeed, their circumstances have 
become more difficult and complex. 
And, wherever the Church fights 
her peaceful battles, she must be 
able to count on a complete organi- 
zation, including not only the dif- 
ferent grades of the hierarchy, but 
also the ranks of the laity proper. 
It is also necessary that her work 
of salvation be carried out equally 
by all.* 


Numbers not enough 


In order to achieve this purpose, 
it is hardly sufficient for new Chris- 
tian communities to convert men 
to the Catholic religion and, after 
purifying them with the water of 
Baptism, to number them among 
the members of the Church; it is 
altogether necessary, after giving 
the individual a Christian educa- 
tion suitable to his circumstances 
and times, to make him capable of 
promoting, as much as he can, 
the present and future good and 
growth of the Church. The sheer 
number of Christians means little 
if they lack virtue; that is, if, while 
enjoying the name of Catholic, they 
do not stand firm in their determi- 
nation; if their spiritual life does 
not flourish and fails to produce 
wholesome fruits; if, after being 
reborn to divine grace, they do not 
excel in that spirit of vigorous and 
sensible youthfulness which is al- 


“Encyclical “Evangelii praecones,” AAS 43 (1951) 510 ff. 
(1943) 200-01; Pius XI’s 


“Pius XII’s Encyclical “Mystici Corporis,” AAS 35 
Encyclical “Rerum Ecclesiae,’ AAS 18 (1926) 78. 
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ways ready to perform generous 
and useful deeds. Their profession 
of faith must not only be a statistic 
in a census, but must create a new 
man,°*® and give all his actions a 
supernatural strength, inspiring, 
guiding, and controlling them. 


Need for planning 


Nevertheless, men recruited from 
the ranks of the laity will find it 
difficult fully to achieve their goal, 
if the clergy, either foreign or 
local, will not plan, at the right 
time, the program which We men- 
tioned above, and which the first 
Vicar of Jesus already outlined in 
the following words: “You, how- 
ever, are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a pur- 
chased people; that you may pro- 
claim the perfection of him who 
has called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.’ ** 


Education for the apostolate 


Indeed, a Christian formation 
and education which would only 
consider teaching the faithful the 
formulas of the Catechism and in- 
culcating in their minds the princi- 
pal precepts of moral theology, 
with a brief list of possible cases, 
without inspiring their souls and 
wills to act according to the in- 
structions received, would run the 
serious ‘risk of acquiring for the 
Church a passive flock. On the con- 





“Cf. Eph. 4, 24. 

"7 Peter 2, 9. 

= Cf. John 10, 4 and 14. 
% Cf. John 10, 9-10. 

“7 Peter 5, 4. 

= Cf. John 10, 11. 

% John 14, 6. 
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trary, it is necessary that the sheep 
of the Christian flock not only lis- 
ten to their Shepherd, but also 
know his voice,®? and that the faith- 
ful willingly follow him to the pas- 
tures of eternal life,®* so that one 
day they may receive from the 
Prince of Shepherds the “unfading 
crown of glory.” 5* These sheep as 
We said, recognizing and following 
the Shepherd, who lays down his 
life for his sheep,** will give them- 
selves entirely to him, and, obeying 
the Divine Will with the most ar- 
dent zeal, will lovingly and actively 
strive to bring into the one and only 
true fold all the other sheep, who 
not only are not following him, but 
have long been straying away from 
him, who is “the way, and the 
truth, and the life.’ 5¢ 

Profession of the Christian faith 
is not intelligible without strong, 
lively apostolic fervor; in fact, 
“everyone is bound to proclaim his 
faith to others, either to give good 
example and encouragement to the 
rest of the faithful, or to check the 
attacks of unbelievers,” 5? espe- 
cially in our time, when the uni- 
versal Church and human society 
are beset by many difficulties. 


Arousing zeal 


To make a full and effective 
Christian education possible, it is 
absolutely necessary that adminis- 
trators and teachers find ways and 


5 St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica II-II, q. 3, a. 2, ad 2. 
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means by which they will be able 
to understand and approach the 
minds of others and their charac- 
teristic temperaments, their incli- 
nations and their intentions. This 
should be done so that the new 
followers of Jesus Christ will as- 
similate the precepts of the truth 
of the Gospel, together with its 
norms and requirements and will 
be wholly formed by them. Our 
Redeemer did, in fact, entrust each 
one of us with compliance with this 
great commandment: “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole 
soul, and with thy whole mind.” *8 
Indeed, the sublimity of the Chris- 
tian calling should shine in all its 
splendor before the eyes of those 
who embrace the Catholic religion, 
so that their hearts will be fired 
with the desire, the strong resolu- 
tion to lead a life adorned with all 
the Christian virtues and distin- 
guished by apostolic activity : a life, 
We say, modeled on the luminous 
example of Jesus Christ, who, tak- 
ing upon Himself our nature, com- 
manded us to follow in His foot- 
steps.®® 


Witnesses to the truth 


Anyone who deems himself a 
Christian must know that he is 
bound by his conscience to the 
basic, imperative duty of bearing 
witness to the truth in which he 
believes and to the grace which has 
transformed his soul. A _ great 
Father of the Church has said: “He 





* Matt. 22, 37. 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


(Christ) left us on earth in order 
that we should become like beacons 
of light and teachers unto others; 
that we might act like leaven, 
move among men like angels, be 
like men unto children, and like 
spiritual men unto animal men, in 
order to win them over, and that 
we may be like seed, and bear 
abundant fruits. There would be 
no need for sermons, if our lives 
were shining; there would be no 
need for words, if we bore witness 
with our deeds. There would be no 
more pagans, if we were true 
Christians.” © 

All Christians all over the world 
must fulfill this obligation ; yet it is 
easy to see that if it were carried 
out in the mission territories, it 
would bear special and abundant 
fruits, particularly valuable for ex- 
tending the Kingdom of God among 
those who do not know the wonder- 
ful gift of our Faith and the super- 
natural power of grace. Thus Jesus 
Christ admonishes us: “Even so 
let your light shine before men, in 
order that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your 
Father in Heaven”;® and St. 
Peter exhorts the faithful to “ab- 
stain from carnal desires which 
war against the soul. Behave your- 
selves honorably among the pagans, 
that, whereas they slander you as 
evildoers, they may, through ob- 
serving you by reason of your good 
works, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.” ® 


"Cf. 1 Peter 2, 21; Matt. 11, 29; John 18, 15. 

© St. John Chrysostom, Hom. X in I Tim., Migne, PG 62, 551. 
“ Matt. 5, 16. 
“1 Peter 2, 12. 
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Union in charity 

The testimony rendered by indi- 
viduals must be confirmed and en- 
larged by the testimony of the 
whole Christian community, in the 
same way in which the newly es- 
tablished Church enjoyed the unan- 
imous backing and close-knit sup- 
port of all the faithful, who “con- 
tinued steadfastly in the teaching 
of the Apostles, and in the com- 
munion of the breaking of the 
bread and in the prayers.” ® Their 
unity in the practice of the most 
generous tharity gave them pro- 
found joy and mutual edification; 
in fact, they were “praising God 
and being in favor with all the peo- 
ple. And day by day the Lord 
added to their company such as 
were to be saved.” 


Union in prayer and in active 
participation in the mysteries of 
the sacred liturgy enormously en- 
riches and completes the Christian 
life of individuals and of the whole 
community, and it greatly helps 
educate the soul to charity, which 
is the distinguishing mark of the 
true Christian; a charity, We say, 
which overcomes all differences be- 
tween languages and nationalities, 
and amicably embraces all men, 
whether brothers or enemies. In 
this connection, We like to repeat 
the words of Our predecessor Pope 
Clement: ‘“‘When they (the pagans) 
hear from us that God says, ‘You 
have no merit if you love those who 





@ Acts 2, 42. 
“ Acts 2, 47. 
“Cf. Luke 6, 32-35. 
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love you, but you have merit if you 
love your enemies and those who 
hate you’ ® —when they hear this, 
they admire the grace of your 
charity ; but when they see that we 
not only do not love those who hate 
us, but do not even reciprocate the 
love of those who love us, they will 
mock us and God’s name will be 
blasphemed.” ®** The greatest mis- 
sionary of all, St. Paul the Apostle, 
at the time when he was on the 
point of bringing the message of 
God’s word to the people, as far as 
the farthest reaches of the Western 
world, wrote to the Romans and ex- 
horted them to practice “love with- 
out pretense.” ® Earlier, with sub- 
lime expression, he had praised 
that virtue — without which a 
Christian is nothing. 

Material help 


Charity also becomes visible 
through material help; as Our pred- 
ecessor Pius XII stated: “The body 
also requires a multitude of mem- 
bers, which are joined together for 
the purpose of helping one another. 
If in our mortal organism one 
member ails, all the other members 
suffer with it; and those members 
which are sound, come to the help 
of the sick one; by the same token, 
in the Church, the individual mem- 
bers do not live only for them- 
selves, but also to help the others, 
and all of them help one another 
for their mutual comfort, as well 


“°F, X. Funk, Patres Apostolici, v. I, p. 201. 


* Rom. 12, 9 ff. 
“1 Cor. 13, 2. 
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as for a better development of the 
Mystical Body.” ® 

The material necessities which 
affect the faithful also affect the 
life and structure of the Church. 
It is therefore necessary that na- 
tive Christians become accustomed 
to supporting, spontaneously and 
within the limits of their means, 
their churches, institutions, and 
clergy, who are entirely devoting 
themselves to them. It does not 
matter whether they can give 
much, but it is of the greatest im- 
portance that what is contributed 
is preof of a conscience that is 
practicing Christian discipline. 


IV 


The Christian faithful, members 
of a living organism, cannot re- 
main aloof and think that they 
have done their duty when they 
have satisfied their own spiritual 
needs; every individual must give 
his assistance to those who are 
working for the increase and 
propagation of God’s kingdom. Our 
predecessor Pius XII reminded all 
of their common duty in these 
words: “A principal note of the 
Church is catholicity ; consequent- 
ly, a man is no true member of the 
Church unless he is likewise a true 
member of the entire body of 
Christian believers and is filled 
with an ardent desire to see her 
take root and flourish in every 
land.” 7° 


The duty of teaching the Faith 
In this matter, therefore, all 





Christians must compete in pious 
rivalry, and give constant proof of 
their concern for the spiritual 
well-being of other people by de- 
fending their Faith and teaching it 
to those who either do not know 
it at all, or do not know it well 
enough and therefore misjudge it. 
It is necessary that priests, fami- 
lies, and local apostolic organiza- 
tions instill this religious duty in 
the young, from early childhood 
and adolescence, even in newly es- 
tablished Christian communities. 
Nor is there a dearth of favorable 
opportunities for stressing, in a 
suitable and effective manner, this 
duty of an apostolate: as for ex- 
ample, the preparation of children 
or newly baptized adults for the 
sacrament of Confirmation, through 
which “‘new strength is granted to 
the faithful courageously to guard 
and defend their Mother Church 
and the Faith they received from 
her.” 7 This preparation is espe- 
cially suited for populations who 
have in their local customs special 
initiation rites, through which 
adolescents are officially received 
into their tribal groups. 


Catechists 


We cannot neglect here to give 
credit to the work of catechetical 
organizations, which, in the course 
of the long history of the Catholic 
missions, have always given them 
special, necessary help. There was 
never a time when catechists were 
not excellent assistants to mission- 
aries, sharing their labors and re- 


® Pius XII’s Encyclical “Mystici Corporis,” AAS 35 (1943) 200. 
” Pius XII’s Encyclical “Fidei donum,” AAS 49 (1957) 287; TPS (Winter 1957-58) 
v. 4, no. 8, 304. 


” Pius XII’s Encyclical “Mystici Corporis,” AAS 85 (1948) 201. 
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lieving them. Our predecessors 
have openly affirmed that “for 
the propagation of the Gospel, it 
is important that their numbers be 
multiplied,” *? and have stated that 
their function was “perhaps the 
most shining example of the apos- 
tolate to be carried out by the 
laity.” 7 We, too, while again giv- 
ing catechists Our warmest praise, 
exhort them to meditate even more 
attentively on the happiness of soul 
which this work brings, and never 
to cease from making the greatest 
efforts, under the guidance of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy, to cultivate 
better the study of religion and 
their own spiritual formation. 
Catechists must learn from the 
hierarchy not only the rudimen- 
tary elements of the Faith, but also 
the practice of virtue and a fer- 
vent, sincere love for Christ. In- 
strumental in the establishment 
and subsequent abundant growth 
of new Christian communities is 
the care devoted to increasing the 
numbers of those who effectively 
help the ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
and to perfecting their formation 
for any other labors they may have 
to perform in order to carry out 
their task in the most effective and 
perfect manner. 


Catholic Action 


In Our first Encyclical Letter, 
We already recalled various impor- 
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tant reasons which make it impera- 
tive, in our time, to recruit in all 
parts of the world “the laity to the 
ranks of a peaceful militia, Cath- 
olic Action, so that the laity should 
cooperate in the apostolate of the 
hierarchy.” ** We commented on 
this with the following words: “It 
gives Us great comfort that, over 
the years, in lands that are still 
mission territories, these valuable 
aides to bishops and priests have 
worked so hard for the success of 
their projects.”™ And now, im- 
pelled “by the love of Christ,” ™ 
We wish to renew urgently the ex- 
hortations and appeals of Our 
predecessor Pius XII: “It is nec- 
essary that laymen give their gen- 
erous, zealous, and active cooper- 
ation, joining the clergy in their 
apostolic work and swelling to 
large numbers the ranks of Cath- 
olic Action.” 7 The bishops of mis- 
sion countries endeavored to do 
their best to carry out the direc- 
tives of the Supreme Pontiff, to- 
gether with the regular and reli- 
gious clergy, and the most gener- 
ous and well-trained laymen; We 
can state that splendid successes in 
this field are being achieved all 
over the earth. 


Adaptation to local conditions 


However, it is necessary — and 
We can never warn sufficiently of 
this—that this form of apostolate 


™ Pius XI’s Encyclical “Rerum Ecclesiae,’ AAS 18 (1926) 78. 

% Sermon by Pius XII to participants in the World Congress for the Lay Apos- 
tolate, AAS 49 (1957) 9387; TPS (Autumn 1957) v. 4, no. 2, 182. 

“Encyclical “Ad Petri Cathedram,” AAS 51 (1959) 523; TPS (Autumn 1959) 


v. 5, no. 4, 377. 
® Ibid. 
* 2 Cor. 5, 14. 


7 Pius XII’s Encyclical “Evangelii praecones,” AAS 48 (1951) 518. 
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be carefully adapted to local condi- 
tions and needs. What has been 
done in one country cannot be car- 
ried over indiscriminately to an- 
other. The people concerned, sub- 
mitting in all things to the direc- 
tives of the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
and willingly obeying their pastors, 
must beware of defeating the pur- 
poses of the apostolate by carry- 
ing the burden of an excessive 
number of activities. For thus they 
thwart valuable efforts and dissi- 
pate valuable energy through com- 
partmentalized and overly special- 
ized projects, which, while satis- 
factory elsewhere, may be less use- 
ful where different conditions and 
needs prevail. In Our first encycli- 
cal, We also promised to deal with 
the- subject of Catholic Action in 
more detail and at greater length; 
when We do, We trust that the mis- 
sion territories will receive addi- 
tional support and a new incentive. 
In the meantime, let everyone work 
in perfect harmony and with su- 
pernatural inspiration, in the cer- 
tainty that only thus will they be 
able to say that they are serving 
the divine cause and the common 
good of their people. 


Training for leadership 


Catholic Action is an association 
of laymen “who are entrusted with 
certain duties, which involve exec- 
utive responsibilities, to be carried 
out in submission to the hier- 
archy”; ™® thus laymen do hold ex- 
ecutive offices therein. For this rea- 
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son it is necessary to train men who 
are capable of enkindling different 
organizations with apostolic zeal 
and insuring their most efficient 
operation; men and women, We 
say, who in order to be worthy of 
managerial and executive roles in 
these organizations, entrusted to 
them by the ecclesiastical hier- 
archy, must furnish convincing 
proof that they possess a solid 
Christian formation, both intellec- 
tual and moral, in order that “they 
may impart to others what, with 
the help of God’s grace, they have 
won for themselves.” 7° 


The Christian school 


It can rightly be said that the 
natural seat and, as it were, the 
training ground, where these lay 
executives of Catholic Action are 
prepared for their functions, is the 
Christian school; and this school 
will achieve its purposes, and ful- 
fill its task, only insofar as its 
teachers, whether priests, religious, 
or laymen, educate and turn out 
true Christians. 


Schools of the apostolate 


Everyone is aware of the great 
importance, present and future, of 
the mission country schools, and of 
how much effort and work the 
Church has devoted to establishing 
schools of every description and 
level and to defending their exist- 
ence and well-being. It is obvious- 
ly difficult to add to school curricu- 
la a program of formation for 


*@Cf. Pius XII’s “Epistola de Actione Catholica,” October 11, 1946, Discorsi e 
Radiomessaggi di S.S. Pio XII, v. VIII, p. 468. 

* Encyclical “Ad Petri Cathedran,” AAS 51 (1959) 524; TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 378. 
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Catholic Action executives, and 
therefore it will often be necessary 
to resort to extracurricular meth- 
ods to bring together the most 
promising youths, and train them 
in the theory and practice of the 
apostolate. The local ordinaries 
must, therefore, use their prudent 
judgment in assessing the best 
ways and means for opening 
schools of the apostolate, in which, 
obviously, the type of instruction 
will be different from that in ordi- 
nary schools. Sometimes the task 
will be to preserve from false doc- 
trine children and adolescents who 
must attend non-Catholic schools; 
in any event, it will always be nec- 
essary to balance the humanistic 
and technological education offered 
by the public schools with a forma- 
tion based on spiritual values, so 
that the schools may not turn out 
falsely educated men, swollen with 
arrogance, who can hurt the 
Church and their own people in- 
stead of helping them. Their spir- 
itual education must always be 
commensurate with their intellec- 
tual development, and must be 
planned to make them lead a life 
inspired by Catholic principles in 
their particular social and profes- 
sional environments; in time, they 
must be able to take their places in 
Catholic organizations. To this end, 
if Catholic youths should be forced 
to leave their communities and at- 
tend public schools in other towns 
and cities, it will be expedient to 
open social centers and boarding 
houses, in which Christian life and 





"2 Tim. 4, 7. 
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morals are safely preserved, and 
the talents and energies of the 
young people are directed toward 
lofty apostolic ideals. By thus en- 
trusting to the schools the special 
and highly useful tasks of prepar- 
ing Catholic Action executives, We 
do not, however, intend to exempt 
families from their responsibilities, 
or to minimize in any way their in- 
fluence, which at times equips them 
even better for nurturing apostolic 
fervor in the souls of their chil- 
dren, for instructing them in 
Christian precepts, and for pre- 
paring them for action. The home 
is, in fact, an excellent and irre- 
placeable school. 


Problems in public life 


The “good fight” ®° in the cause 
of the Faith is fought not only in 
the secrecy of the individual con- 
science or in the privacy of the 
home, but also in public life in all 
of its forms. In all the different 
parts of the world there exist now- 
adays problems of various kinds. 
There is no solution to these prob- 
lems in exclusively human advice 
nor in principles which are often 
in contrast with the precepts of 
Christian law. Several mission 
countries are now “undergoing 
such speedy changes in social, eco- 
nomic, and political life that their 
entire future appears to depend 
on the outcome of those changes.” *! 
Indeed, problems which some coun- 
tries have already solved or are 
solving with the help of their ex- 
perience and traditions, are ur- 


" Pius XII’s Encyclical “Fidei donum,” AAS 49 (1957) 229; TPS (Winter 1957-58) 
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gently in need of solution in other 
countries. There the problems are 
beset by serious dangers, inas- 
much as they could be approached 
with deporable levity, by resorting 
to certain doctrines which disre- 
gard, or even oppose, the religious 
values of individuals and nations. 
In order to safeguard both their 
private interests and those of the 
Church, Catholics must not ignore 
such problems, or wait until they 
are given the wrong solutions, 
which would thereafter require a 
much greater expenditure of en- 
ergy in order to correct them and 
would place further obstacles in the 
path of the propagation of the 
Christian religion in the world. 


Christians in public life 


The laymen of mission countries 
exert their most direct and effec- 
tive influence in the field of public 
activity, and it is necessary that 
Christian communities take urgent, 
timely measures to bring laymen 
into the public life of their coun- 
tries for the common good—men 
who not only acquit themselves 
creditably in their professions and 
trades, but are also an asset to the 
Church which re-created them in 
her grace. Thus may their pastors 
praise them with the words which 
we read in the writings of St. 
Basil: “I thanked the Most Holy 
God for the fact that, even though 
busily attending to public affairs, 
you did not neglect the interests of 
the Church: on the contrary, each 
one of you has been solicitous of 
her affairs just as though they had 
been your own private affairs, and, 


= Ep. 288, Migne, PG 32, 855. 


indeed, as though your life depend- 
ed on it.” 8? 

Particularly in the field of edu- 
cation, in organized public welfare, 
in trade unions, and in public ad- 
ministration, will the talents of 
local Catholic experts play a para- 
mount role, if they, following the 
duty imposed by their consciences 
—a duty whose neglect would be 
traitorous — base their thinking 
and action on Christian principles. 
These, as we learn from experi- 
ence acquired in the course of 
many centuries, possess the highest 
power and influence for the pursuit 
of the common good. 


Aid to missions from 
Catholic groups 


Everybody knows how the mu- 
tual assistance which is exchanged 
among Catholic organizations es- 
tablished all over the world can 
be—as Our predecessor Pius XII 
has pointed out—of great use and 
much value to the apostolate of the 
laity in mission territories. On the 
educational plane, these organiza- 
tions can help by devising Chris- 
tian solutions to current problems, 
especially social problems, in the 
newly established nations; on the 
apostolic plane, they can help by 
recruiting and organizing a body 
of laymen, willing to serve under 
Christ’s banner. We know that this 
has been done, and is being done, 
by lay missionaries who chose to 
leave their countries, either tempo- 
rarily or for life, in order to con- 
tribute, by manifold activities, to 
the social and religious welfare of 
mission countries. Let us pray fer- 
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vently to God that the numbers of 
these generous Christians be mul- 
tiplied, and that God’s support will 
never be absent in their difficulties 
and labors, which they are meeting 
with truly apostolic spirit. The 
Secular Institutes will be able to 
give the local laity in mission ter- 
ritories generous and loyal help, if, 
by their example, they attract imi- 
tators, and if they place their 
talents and work, promptly and 
willingly, at the disposal of the 
local ordinaries, in order to speed 
the growing-up process of the new 
Christian communities. 


Lay help from afar 


We appeal especially to all Cath- 
olic laymen everywhere who are 
distinguishing themselves in their 
professions and in public life to 
consider seriously how they can 
help their newly acquired brethren 
in the Faith, even without leaving 
their countries. They can do this 
by giving them the benefit of their 
advice, their experience, and their 
* technical assistance; they can, 
without too much labor or grave 
inconvenience, sometimes give them 
help that will be decisive. Good men 
will surely find a way to fulfill this 
fatherly desire of Ours. They will 
make Our wish known to those 
whom they find favorably disposed, 
in order. first to arouse good will, 
and then to channel it into the most 
suitable work. 


Students from abroad 


Our immediate predecessor ex- 
horted the bishops “with the same 
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affectionate interest that shares 
work with others in fraternal har- 
mony and excludes all selfish con- 
siderations” to provide for the 
spiritual assistance of young Cath- 
olics who come to their dioceses 
from mission countries to study 
and to acquire the necessary expe- 
rience for assuming leadership in 
their own nations.** All of you, 
Venerable Brethren, are aware of 
the intellectual and moral dangers 
to which they will be exposed in a 
society which is not only different 
from their own but also, alas, may 
be unfavorable ground for the 
growth of their Faith, and not ca- 
pable of attracting them to the 
practice of Christian virtue. Each 
one of you, moved by the mission- 
ary spirit which is a conscientious 
duty of all pastors, will meet this 
situation with the greatest charity 
and zeal, using the most suitable 
means. It will not be difficult for 
you to find these students and en- 
trust them to the care of priests 
and laymen who are equipped for 
this task. It should not be difficult 
to assuage their spiritual needs, 
and, last but not least, to have them 
experience the sweet consolations 
of Christian charity in which we 
are all brothers, ministering to one 
another’s welfare. Therefore, to 
the many kinds of help which you 
are now giving the missions, add 
this particular one, which brings 
close to your hearts those regions 
of the world which, although far 
away, are entrusted to your care. 

To these students We would like 
not only to reveal the affection We 


“Encyclical “Fidei donum,” AAS 49 (1957) 245; TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 4, 
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feel for them, but also to exhort 
them, urgently and lovingly, to 
carry their heads high and proud, 
marked with the sign of Jesus’ 
blood and with the sacred chrism ; 
We would like to exhort them dur- 
ing their stay abroad never to by- 
pass an opportunity not only to ac- 
quire the right professional train- 
ing but also to achieve perfection 
in their religious education. Al- 
though they will be exposed to dan- 
gers and evils, they will neverthe- 
less have a wonderful opportunity 
to share in many spiritual advan- 
tages while living in Catholic coun- 
tries, if all the faithful remember 
that, whoever and wherever they 
are, they must be a good example 
to others and bring mutual edifica- 
tion to one another. 


V 


After conversing with you, Ven- 
erable Brethren, on the most im- 
portant and typical needs of the 
Church in mission countries, We 
cannot fail to express Our heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who are toil- 
ing for the propagation of the 
Faith in the farthest reaches of the 
earth, without sparing any efforts. 
For the missionaries from both the 
religious and the regular clergy; 
for the holy virgins who are fruit- 
fully and actively helping in the 
missions; and for the lay mission- 
aries, precious allies of the clergy, 
who have been diligent in helping 
to advance the cause of religion— 
for all of them, We offer Our daily 
and special prayers, and every kind 
of help that lies within Our power. 
The success of their work, which is 
apparent in the spiritual vigor of 
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newly established Christian com- 
munities, is an indication of God’s 
favor and a proof of the solicitude 
and wisdom with which the Sacred 
Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith and the Congregation 
of the Oriental Church are carry- 
ing out their work. 


A call for help 


We exhort all the bishops, the 
clergy, and the faithful of the dio- 
ceses of the whole world, who are 
contributing to relieve the spiritual 
and material necessities of the mis- 
sions by their prayers and offer- 
ings, to increase voluntarily their 
badly needed contributions. Despite 
the scarcity of priests which besets 
even the pastors of the oldest dio- 
ceses, there should be no hesitation 
in encouraging missionary voca- 
tions and in releasing the very best 
and most useful laymen, that they 
may be placed at the disposal of the 
new dioceses; heavenly consola- 
tions will soon be derived from this 
sacrifice, made for the furtherance 
of God’s cause. 

Indeed, just as such needs con- 
stantly increase, so in equal meas- 
ure increases the generous effort in 
which the faithful of the whole 
world are engaging to cooperate 
with missionary organizations 
which, under the guidance of the 
Sacred Congregation for the Prop- 
agation of the Faith, are chan- 
neling contributions received from 
every source toward the most suit- 
able and urgent destinations. Will- 
ing help and material contributions 
readily and copiously offered by 
their brethren will encourage the 
members of newly established 
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Christian communities to live in 
the service of their religion, and 
will bring them the warmth of su- 
pernatural affection, which is nour- 
ished in the human heart by grace. 


Perseverance 


Many dioceses and Christian 
communities in mission territories 
are being harassed by difficulties 
and sometimes even by active 
persecution. We therefore exhort 
everyone to persevere courageous- 
ly in the battle which he is fight- 
ing for God’s cause: the pastors 
who are giving their children in 
God the example of a faith which 
does not falter even in mortal dan- 
ger; and the faithful who are being 
so grievously tried by adversity 
and are therefore so dear to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, who prom- 
ised beatitude and abundant re- 
wards to those who suffer persecu- 
tion for justice’ sake.** God, in His 
inscrutable but always merciful de- 
signs, will sustain them with heav- 





“ Cf. Matt. 5, 10-12. 
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enly favors, consolations, and joy. 
The whole Church is united with 
the persecuted in a communion of 
prayer and sorrow, with the cer- 
tainty that final victory will be 
hers. 

From the bottom of Our heart, 
We call down upon the missions the 
worthy protection of their patrons 
and martyrs, and, first and fore- 
most, the intercession of Mary, 
Mother and Queen of the Missions. 
With the greatest affection We im- 
part to each one of you, Venerable 
Brethren, and to all those who in 
any way contribute to the propaga- 
tion of God’s kingdom, Our Apos- 
tolic Blessing. May it be a token 
and a pledge of the supernatural 
favors of the Eternal Father, who 
appeared to the world through His 
Son, the Savior of mankind, and 
may it kindle and multiply mission- 
ary zeal in the hearts of all. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on 
November 28, 1959, the second year 
of Our Pontificate. 


Zt 








The Death of Cardinal Stepinac 


An Address of Pope John XXill at Funeral Rites for Cardinal Stepinac 


Questo funebre 


ENERABLE brethren and 

beloved sons! This unusual 

funeral rite here in St. Peter’s 
Basilica for a cardinal who was 
not a member of the Curia was 
prompted by feelings of extraordi- 
nary respect and religious affec- 
tion for the blessed soul of Cardi- 
nal Aloysius Stepinac, Archbishop 
of Zagreb. The simple and noble 
figure of this father and pastor of 
the Church of God was very dear 
to Us. The prolonged sorrow of 
fifteen years in exile in his own 
country, and the many trials and 
tribulations which he sustained 
with admirable courage and digni- 
ty have made him the object of 
universal respect and veneration. 


A great sadness 


The circumstances of his demise 
focussed the attention of his spir- 
itual children, who were most close 
to him, upon the great example of 
invincible courage which he set for 
all men during the long years of 
isolation imposed upon him at a 
short distance from his residence. 
These circumstances have cast a 
pall of sadness and regret, which 
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recalls the note struck by the litur- 
gy of Holy Saturday with these 
words spoken by the tomb of Jesus 
Our Savior: “Recessit pater noster, 
fons aquae vivae, ad cuius transi- 
tum sol obscuratus est.” 1 And in- 
deed, when he journeyed to the land 
of eternity the sun was dimmed on 
the horizon of these rainy, dreary 
winter days. 


A pastoral inspiration 


Cardinal Stepinac, who spent 
twenty-six years as a bishop in his 
illustrious archdiocese, was indeed 
a faithful likeness of the Divine 
Shepherd. First, during his many 
years of tireless and enthusiastic 
apostolic work and then during his 
protracted years of sorrowful iso- 
lation, he accumulated such a 
wealth of merits that our heavenly 
Father must surely have trans- 
formed them into a profusion of 
favors and blessings for all Croa- 
tian families and the devoted and 
pious faithful. 

During the past few weeks the 
humble successor of St. Peter, in 
his capacity as Bishop of Rome, de- 
rived great consolation from the 
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success of the Diocesan Synod, in 
which the pastor and his flock, 
clergy and laity, were often very 
close to Jesus in all His splendor, 
and looked to Him as their Divine 
Shepherd who “animam suam dat 
pro ovibus suis.” 2 

Indeed, even while departing 
from this world, the soul of Car- 
dinal Aloysius Stepinac repeats to 
us once more the great teaching 
and divine example contained in 
Chapter 10 of the Gospel of St. 
John. We pray that his noble spir- 
it may be gloriously rewarded in 
heaven: and he will answer us by 
placing his seal, as it were, upon 
a rebirth of our pastoral zeal, and 
upon our readiness for duty and 
self-sacrifice. 


Forgiveness 


Beloved brethren and children! 
Let us never forget the serious in- 
vitation of his testimony constant- 
ly to practice forgiveness and 
strive for peace. How tender and 

.-moving is his plea to be forgiven 
by anyone whom—albeit in per- 
fectly good faith and with char- 
itable intentions—he might have 
offended, however slightly. How 
sublime is the way in which he re- 
peatedly asked for all those who 
inflicted injustice and suffering 
upon him: “Father, forgive them, 
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for they do not know what they 
are doing: Pater, dimitte illis, non 
enim sciunt quid faciunt.’’* 

What a great statement this is: 
“non sciunt quid faciunt’; words 
of infinite compassion, which pierce 
with tragic light the mystery of the 
distortion of the meaning of indi- 
vidual and collective life which we 
are now witnessing. 

A sign of compassion 

In our great sorrow it is some 
comfort to take heed of sparks of 
human compassion here and there. 

All four Evangelists tell us 
about the dead Christ hanging 
from the cross and about the ges- 
ture of Pilate, who relinquished 
the bloodless body of the con- 
demned to the piety of Joseph of 
Arimathea, who had requested the 
remains, and of Nicodemus, who 
was carrying a copious mixture of 
myrrh and aloes for the burial. 
The boundless grief which still 
pierces Our heart was slightly re- 
lieved by the gesture of the au- 
thorities, who, in the manner of 
the Roman governor of old, per- 
mitted a manifestation of popular 
piety to take place around the 
blessed remains of the great pas- 
tor. This manifestation will be 
preserved in the humble dwellings 
of the faithful for a whole genera- 
tion, as a holy memory, and as an 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 18, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

The death of Aloysius Cardinal Stepinac was commemorated by special funeral rites 
in the Basilica of St. Peter, at which the Holy Father assisted. In this address the Holy 
Father also refers to Cardinal Koenig of Austria, who was injured in an automobile 
accident on the way to the commemorative rites. 
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eternal reminder of spiritual eleva- 
tion and of human and Christian 
affection. 


No vision of peace 


Alas! Why did not the sacrifice 
consummated by this great priest 
and leader thenceforth allow all 
good and honest souls to hail, at 
least in the distance, the return of 
civic and religious peace? We 
mean a peace which, with respect 
for a noble and vigorous tradition, 
would ensure a renewed ascent by 
all toward those exalted ideals 
which exist sublimely in Christ. 
Combined with such an ascent 
would be loyal and harmonious co- 
operation in the search for and en- 
joyment of that true well-being 
which makes human life together 
less dreary and more agreeable. 


Condolences of the Cardinals 


May the liturgical prayer which 
rises from our hearts and lips with 
the clouds of incense entreat once 
more eternal rest and heavenly 
glory for the deceased Cardinal 
Stepinac. We feel supported in 
this prayer by all the venerable 
members of the College of Cardi- 
nals, who either are present here 
in person, or have, from every 
corner of the earth, expressed a 
desire to share the grief of their 
common father, in words inspired 
by a moving spirit of brotherhood, 
as though to convey the con- 
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dolences of the Universal Church. 
Cardinal Aloysius Stepinac was 
never allowed to wear his glorious 
and hard-earned purple outside 
his place of birth, which was also 
the place of his forced confinement. 
However, let us hope that from his 
dwelling-place in the grace and 
light of the Lord he will extend his 
protection to the whole Sacred Col- 
lege, of which he will always be 
considered an ornament, to the en- 
tire body of the Holy Church, and 
to all of Yugoslavia. 


Cardinal Koenig 


Now We would like to entreat 
from the Lord, through his inter- 
cession, a very special favor: 
namely the health, preservation, 
and recovery of another eminent 
and very dear brother, Cardinal 
Franz Koenig, Archbishop of Vi- 
enna. The admirable impulse of 
brotherly love which moved him 
to attend the funeral of the Cardi- 
nal of Zagreb was the cause of an 
accident on the road which makes 
us fear for his precious life.* 

Alas! Beloved brethren and sons, 
how grievous are these strange co- 
incidences of our daily life, beset 
by dangers! They move us to seek 
refuge in the arms of Jesus, as his 
first disciples did on the lake of 
Galilee: “Domine, salva nos: per- 
imus.”’é 

We are certain that Our Lord 
Jesus Christ will save His Church, 


1 “Gone away is our father, spring of living water, upon whose departure the face 
of the sun was darkened.”—Ed. 
2 “Lays down his life for his sheep.” (John 10, 11)—Ed. 
8 Luke 23, 34. 
4 After more than six weeks in the hospital, Cardinal Koenig was back home 
shortly before Easter. 
5 “Lord save us! we are perishing!” (Matt. 8, 25)—Ed. 
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and, at a time of sorrow, We like 
to hear His words, even though 
they contain a reproach: “Modicae 
fidei: quare dubitasti?”* Jesus, 
however, likes us to ask for His 
help. And we join the children of 
Our beloved “Austria fidelis’’’ in 
a prayer for the complete recov- 
ery, and return to his customary 
robust health, of their worthy and 
zealous pastor, who, in a gesture 
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of delicate brotherhood, acted as 
though he wanted to represent all 
the cardinals and bishops of the 
Catholic Church, with whom he felt 
a close bond of solidarity. 

Enough, O Lord, enough! Per 
singulos dies benedicimus te,’ even 
a day of sadness. Fiat misericordia 
tua, Domine, super nos, quemad- 
modum speravimus in te. Amen, et 
semper amen.® 


6“Q thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?” (Matt. 14, 31)—Ed. 

7“Faithful Austria.”—Ed. 

8 “We bless you throughout each day.”—Ed. 

9 “Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, just as we place our hopes in Thee, Amen, 
always amen.”—Ed. 


A ds 


The Christian family 


. .. Betrothal in the reflection of light from heaven; marriage kept sacred and 
inviolable through respect for its four characteristic notes: fidelity, chastity, 
mutual love, and holy fear of the Lord; a spirit of prudence and sacrifice in 
the careful education of children; and always, in every circumstance, eager- 
ness to help, to pardon, to be compassionate, to give to others the trust that 
we would want them to give to us. Thus do we build the house that does not 
fall: by establishing in hearts indestructible principles which prepare the ways 
of peace in the world, make peace desired by everyone, give honor to it, 
protect it against the assaults of inordinate passions. Let Us express the pater- 
nal hope that this respect for the divinely ordained institution of the family 
will give direction to every thought, to every decision, to every effort for 

true progress... 
—John XXIII. To the corps of foreign diplomats and their families. 
December 25, 1959. 
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The New Cardinals 


A TPS Summary: We are happy to meet with Our closest and most 
important collaborators in the government of the Church of God. We 
are pleased at the work of the Sacred Congregations and the Curia, and 
We share their sorrow over the pastors who are suffering in defense of 
their faith. These are trying times for the Church and they are not 
over yet. However, We have received great consolation from the success 
of the synod, which raised great hopes for a new age of Christian life in 
Rome. 

The most important item on the agenda of this consistory is the 
creation of new cardinals. Some of those named are from lands that are 
quite distant but are centers of religious activity. Among the new cardi- 
nals are natives of Japan, the Philippine Islands, and Tanganyika. God 
calls all men to holiness regardless of language, race, or color, and He 
sends His message to all men. These nominations are in the tradition of 
the Church from its beginnings up to the present time. 

Each morning in Mass the priest prays for the intention of the Church 
that she might bring peace, protect, unite, and rule, throughout her vast 
spiritual territories. This same happy note is struck by the additions to 
the Sacred College of Cardinals. The forthcoming ecumenical council 
increases the importance of this election of cardinals. If the work of the 
Council is helped by men of great authority from various nations, then 
local needs will be better understood, various points of doctrine and dis- 
cipline will be more forcibly stated, and the Christian apostolate will be 
more effectively promoted. 

We are made happy by the nomination of the new cardinals, by the 
success of the synod, and by the many responses received from the 
bishops in answer to questions about the council. On the other hand, We 
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| are deeply grieved by the suffering, strife, uncertainty, and mutual 

suspicion that plague man’s social and political life. As ideas and prac- 
tices get farther away from the examples and teachings of Christ, con- 

flicts become more pernicious. 

May God bestow on our bishops and priests the grace to fulfill their 

duties and set a good example for all peoples and their governments. 

And may their example lead the world to peace. 

Now We turn to the purpose of this consistory, the naming of new 
cardinals. [Here the Holy Father named the seven new cardinals and 
asked the approval of the college.] We also elect three other cardinals but 
reserve their names to Ourselves in pectore, to be made known at Our 
discretion. March 28, 1960. * 


Catholic Action 


A TPS Summary: We are happy to address the Young Women of 
Catholic Action of Rome and all other members of Catholic Action 
throughout the world. For more than fifty years, We have studied 
Catholic Action closely and followed its development. Popes Pius XI and 
Pius XII showed great foresight in making this lay organization an 
instrument for the penetration of Christian thought into every aspect of 
life. We have confidence in the members of Catholic Action, understand 
its problems, and look forward to the day when it will have councils 
operating everywhere. 

The basic framework of Catholic Action is well known: action that 
conforms to the wishes of the Church and does no harm to the spiritual 
formation of its members or to the religious or moral interests of the 
community. Today We wish to discuss Catholic Action under three 
aspects: as an auxiliary of the hierarchy, as a mirror of orderly unity, 
and as a banner raised before the world. 

Cooperation with the hierarchy means unity with the clergy in a desire 
for the coming of Christ’s kingdom on earth and the salvation of souls. 
This spirit of cooperation is marked by a readiness to accept present 
duties and assume new tasks. From the time of the Apostles the laity 
have assisted the hierarchy and this assistance has gradually crystallized 
into organizations, subject to the hierarchy. This cooperation must be 
based on a sound spiritual formation of the members; the primacy of the 
spiritual is essential to Catholic Action. Priests in Catholic Action must 
place religious education, spiritual direction, and spiritual exercises 
before any concern for organization, recruitment of members, or the 
struggle against evil. 
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For effective pastoral and apostolic action, Catholic Action must be 
united in its methods, its discipline, and its readiness to share with 
others. Regardless of differences in social status the members should 
love and edify one another, inspired by the same apostolic zeal. Such 
unity guarantees success, but purely local enterprises, with a mistaken 
spirit of independence and a rigidity of personal opinion, can lead only 
to confusion. Let us then foster unity of thought, purpose, and program. 

Lastly, Catholic Action is a sign. In the Apocalypse St. John writes of 
an angel flying in mid-heaven with an everlasting gospel to preach. He 
also tells of the three angels who carry warnings of life and death, and a 
message of resurrection. We would like to see in you a reflection of these 
angels as you labor to spread the Gospel. You share in Our pastoral care 
of souls. You defend publicly the basic principles of the Christian social 
order, upholding the rights of man and exalting his dignity. As a “sign” 
for the modern age, you must have a clear program, excellent methods, 
and a simple kind of discourse. 

We expect you to be an effective help to Us, a mirror of unity, and a 
banner for society’s salvation. Remain true to your goals and let your 
actions be a source of joy for the Church. January 10, 1960. 


Christians in Education 


A TPS Summary: We congratulate you [participants in a conference of 
the International Office of Catholic Education] who are gathered at 
Utrecht to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Pius XI’s encyclical on 
the Christian education of youth, Divini illius Magistri. It is a document 
remarkable for its exposition of the respective roles of family, church, 
and state in education. Today the Church still affirms the priority of its 
rights and those of the family over those of the state in education, as well 
as the right of the Church to maintain its own schools. 

There has been a growing interest of the faithful in the problems of 
education, an interest evident in the creation of the many parent-teacher 
associations and various national and international offices of Catholic 
education. In a period when nations are organizing education, science, 
and culture on a large scale, qualified Catholics are needed to present 
the Church’s point of view. 

There has been remarkable progress in religious education itself, both 
in method and content. It is the consequences of scientific and techno- 
logical developments for education that are of great concern to Us. These 
developments, while glorifying the creative goodness of God, still remain 
only means for good or evil purposes. Catholics should be present in 
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great numbers in this field. We also would like to see an increase in 
Catholic technical schools where specialized training can be combined 
with Christian education to prepare youths to take an effective place in 
the world. December 30, 1959.5 


High School Education 


A TPS Summary: We anticipate excellent results from your Seventh 
Inter-American Congress on Catholic Education, soon to take place in 
San José, Costa Rica. We wish to make some remarks on the subject of 
the congress, “The Effects of Spiritual Formation in Catholic High 
Schools.” 

Too often the piety of childhood is neglected in adolescence and thus 
the faith of the youth collapses. The essence of education lies in collab- 
oration with divine grace for the formation of Christian souls. Education 
in merely natural values is not enough. 

True education will be fostered by high schools that offer-a homelike 
atmosphere, smooth discipline, guidance in orderly habits, an optimistic 
spirit, and concern for the individual student. 

The adolescent’s religious life must be spontaneous and sincere if it 
is to endure. His teachers should help him to discover his own true being 
and to form his personality. He has his own place in the Church and his 
own contribution to make. 

Not only is his mind to be educated, but his heart and will as well, 
for religion embraces the whole man. His spiritual education must show 
the youth the correspondence between what he is taught and his own 
interior drive toward justice, charity, and good morals. His religious 
training, especially in ethics, must keep pace with his education in 
secular subjects. This training can be continued after high school with 
the help of alumni associations, religious education and social activities 
in the university, and any organization which tends to continue the work 
of the high school. 

His formation must prepare him to assume personal responsibility in 
the family, civic, and professional spheres of adult life. We are pleased 
by the emphasis on education for the apostolate. Training in giving 
himself through action will help him fulfill his future vocation. 

To know and live the liturgy, to study the morality of world events 
and of social and cultural realities, will help the student use the truths he 
has learned when he enters the world of tomorrow. 

It should also be the aim of every teacher to provide for society young 
people of such high quality that from among them will come a number of 
priestly and religious vocations. January 10, 1960.* 
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The Roman Synod 


We present here digests of the five addresses delivered by 
Pope John XXIII at the Roman Synod. They are given in a 
little more detail than the usual digest. Bibliographic data 
on these, as well as other talks in the TPS Digest, is given in a 
special section of TPS Guide, pp. 223-4. For further com- 
ment see our News and Notes section, page 118. 


I. At the Opening Ceremony 
A TPS Summary 


Christianity has been helped greatly by Church councils convened in 
past centuries to settle matters of doctrine and discipline. The Council 
of Jerusalem in 50 A.D., the Church’s first, made the important decision 
that Gentiles converted to the Faith were not to be forced to observe the 
practices and rituals of the Mosaic Law except in a few points. 

During the next three centuries the Church was beset by various 
threats to doctrine and discipline and other councils were convened. 
The participants expressed Catholic truth in precise formulas and 
adapted the apostolate to the needs of the times. From the fourth cen- 
tury to the middle of the nineteenth, a sequence of councils attended to 
the administration of the Church and the preservation of Catholic faith 
and discipline. 

Synods 

However, the history of the Church includes other kinds of meetings 
that were held to discuss matters different from the affairs of a 
universal nature handled by the councils. If these assemblies were from 
several dioceses in the same region, they were called provincial councils; 
if from only one diocese, they were called diocesan synods. 

This is the first diocesan synod in the history of Rome but that is not 
surprising because Rome is the fountainhead of ecclesiastical authority 
and there is usually no need of special discussions and regulations. In 
fact, the statutes and by-laws of this synod will be considered simply as 
ancient law adapted to the spirit of our times. From past experience of 
the Roman clergy we can derive ideas that will help us today to become 
holy and abide by the teaching of the Lord. 

Clergy and laity 

A word of explanation is now needed. The diocesan synod is a meeting 
of the clergy alone but this does not mean that there is a lack of 
unity between laity and clergy. The Church of Christ is a perfect society, 
in which all the parts are mutually related so as to fit the Church for the 
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pursuit of her supernatural ends. The proper function of the clergy is to 
guide and sanctify society. A divine calling and consecration are 
necessary for this office. The Christian people are invited to participate 
in heavenly grace but Christ entrusted the distribution of this grace to 
the clergy, which was created to serve as mediator between heaven and 
earth. 

We are all gladdened by the memory of the two patron saints of this 
basilica. John the Baptist calls on us to prepare for guiding the faithful 
by eliminating our own weaknesses. John the Evangelist reminds us of 
brotherly love, which is the essence of peace and the basis of civilization. 
The work of the synod 

During the past year eight committees have worked on the subjects 
to be dealt with by this synod: the priestly hierarchy; the teaching 
office; religious worship; the Sacraments; the apostolate; education of 
Christian youth; things of human culture such as art, sacred buildings, 
and auxiliary equipment; and welfare and charitable institutions. 

This synod may be destined to make basic changes in religious prac- 
tices and in some deeply rooted customs. The decision of the Council of 
Jerusalem about the customary Mosaic rituals is still enlightening. And 
Christ Himself said of the Old Law: “I have not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill.” The Holy Church, as depository and interpreter of the doctrine 
of Christ, does not change. However, in matters of discipline or of 
accidentals the Church allows changes as required at various times. 
Need for prayer 

We have promulgated a prayer entreating divine help for the synod 
and asking Jesus to dispose our hearts to obey the decisions of the synod 


_and to be eager for sacrifice. We wish everyone in Our diocese, by prayer 


and desire, to pledge a renewed spiritual life which will encourage the 
rest of the Catholic world to pious competition. Therefore let us pray to 
the Holy Trinity to help us. 

The opening of the synod is being celebrated here in the Lateran 
basilica; the next three sessions will be held in the Basilica of St. Peter, 
and We invite all priests who are to attend the synod to gather there. 
We will meet with clergy.and laity again at the close of the synod to 
offer public thanks. May Mary, Mother of Good Counsel, assist and favor 
the synod. January 24, 1960.1 


Il, At the First Synodal Meeting 
A TPS Summary 


Last night at the inauguration of the synod We seemed to hear the 
voice of the prophet Zacharias encouraging Us to give the Lord’s 
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people knowledge of salvation. Now We meet with you here amidst 
the memory of Saints Peter and Paul, participants in the Council of 
Jerusalem, the Church’s first council. O Peter, behold here your 
successor in his dual task as Vicar of Christ and Bishop of Rome! Be 
kind to him in his grave task and to his ecclesiastical helpers. O Paul, 
infuse us with the spirit and ardor of your epistles! 

The synod’s doctrinal and disciplinary measures are now compiled. 
Their practical application to the life of clergy and people will bring 
religious and social progress. 


SUES ENSUE ENGENUEEE.” 


The person and life of the priest 


Your bishop wants a renewal of vigor and of spiritual beauty in his 
diocese. At the center of this renewal is the person and the life of the 
priest. His person is sacred and his life must be holy, two points on which 
We wish to speak, drawing on two sources: the letters of Saints Peter 
and Paul, and the findings of the Council of Trent, as set forth in the 
“Roman catechism.” 

As We said, the person of the priest is sacred, from the moment of 
ordination. His principal duty is to offer the immaculate Host, and, as 
the Council of Trent said, this “character of consecration is augmented 
by” the power to forgive sins. This divine offering and this pardoning 
of sins rise more pleasing to God when the priest is innocent and far 
from sin. 

The priestly life must be holy, We have said. St. Peter and St. Paul 
say that the life of the priest must be completely penetrated by the sanc- 
tity of Christ. St. Peter also tells his people they are a “chosen race,” 
“a royal priesthood,” and invites every Christian to offer the gift of 
himself to God. St. Paul exalts the priesthood of the presbyters, estab- 
lished to serve men in their relations with God, and warns against 
entanglement in worldly affairs. 


Detachment 


Christ established a norm for His future priests when He asked His 
parents, “Did you not know that I must be about my father’s business?” 
St. Luke speaks of the need for prudence and for the detachment of the 
priest from material things and from the vicissitudes of the world. Note 
that the pastoral ministry of the priest requires contact with the world 
and that this contact can be a source of temptation. All this shows that 
the priest must strive to surpass the layman in the exercise of virtue and 
serve as an edifying example for him. 

St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans treats of the revelation of the justice 
of God through the word of Christ; it speaks of the new dispensation 
that frees us from original sin and death, through life in Christ; and, 
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significantly, it tells us about the holiness of the priest and the mystery of 
his vocation. 
T ogether with Christ 

We must give thought to the privilege and honor of the priestly life 
and of our duty to sanctify ourselves and all who are around us. To join 
Christ, the eternal priest, in the work of redeeming the world confers 
on us incomparable splendor and dignity. As Paul says, if Christ is with 
us, who is against us? We will conquer all things through Him who has 
taken us to Himself as brothers in the priesthood. 

The Pauline message is also concerned with our duties toward God, 
neighbor, and ourselves. It tells us to be a source of edification to our 
neighbor by doing good and to have patience and hope. 

May the daily celebration of the Mass by each of us always be fervent 
and pious. Let us ask our guardian angels to help us pronounce the 
Secret with faith, gratitude, tenderness. “As often as you shall do these 
things, you shall do them in memory of me.” These words seal Jesus’ 
testament of love for us, consecrate His and our priesthood, and reserve 
for us ineffable joys in this life and the next. Amen. January 25, 1960.1 


III. At the Second Synodal Meeting 
A TPS Summary 


We open this talk with a note from the Acts of the Council of 
Trent stating that the example of the priest’s life is the best means 
for encouraging piety in the faithful. Therefore priests must act 
and speak so as to be religiously inspiring and must flee even small 
defects. Yet this exterior aspect is valuable only insofar as there are 
beneath it the interior virtues which constitute the substance of priestly 
sanctity. Allow Us to speak of those virtues in connection with the head, 
the heart, and the tongue. 

Need for study 

Priests should study from the earliest years of preparation to the last 
years of life. However, caution must be used in choosing books and 
studies, for not all are in conformity with the Christian doctrine to 
which every good priest must be a witness. The great number of books 
in every area of knowledge can lead to confusion or to unwarranted 
self-confidence. The Scriptures, the writings of the Fathers, sound 
philosophy and theology, especially that of Aquinas, liturgical science, 
and the Code of Canon Law, constitute the best sources of doctrine, 
discipline, and sanctification. From study of these emerge the vigorous 
minds of the best priests. There is satisfaction to be gotten from sound 
works of our own times, too. 
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St. Peter warned about the special care one should take in biblical 
studies, when he wrote that “no prophecy of Scripture is made by private 
interpretation.” The same good judgment must be applied to other 
studies and to the temptation of original and novel opinions. Trust in 
the teaching of Holy Church and avoid personal subjectivism. 
Charity in everything 

We turn now to the heart. The dignity of our ministry suggests that 
the impulses of the heart must be examined by the head. The heart of 
the priest must be filled with love for Jesus, for the Church, for souls. 
There must be a special interest in the souls of sinners, of the poor, and 
of those in need of the works of mercy. 

As St. Peter reminds us, although our priestly life is filled by grace, it is 
not immune from the daily temptations of the flesh. Great care must be 
taken to keep the holy promises made on the day of ordination. It is 
most troubling to Us to sense the groaning of priestly souls that have 
been harmed by the union of heart and flesh in the journey through life. 
We are particularly grieved by the idle fancy of some that the Church will 
renounce that centuries-old ornament of the priesthood, celibacy. 

St. Peter insistently invites his priests to the practice of charity, as a 
protection against the failings of the flesh and the wrong use of the 
tongue. This leads Us to Our third point on priestly sanctification. We 
make special reference to the God-given power to transmit aloud what is 
deep within the spirit. 

Virtuous speech 

St. Peter wrote that we should not render abuse for abuse, but rather 
a blessing. The tongue should refrain from evil and the lips from 
deceit, he said. It is a sign of wisdom and of priestly perfection to know 
when to remain silent and how to speak well at the proper time. We will 
be happier if we seek the good in all things and do not stress the evil. 

St. James writes vigorously about the harm done by speaking against 
truth and charity. Observing that it is rare for one not to offend by 
word at some time, he says that the tongue can ruin a whole life. He 
goes on to say that it is not wisdom to let jealousy and contention make 
one lie against the truth. 

Priests of every country and age should meditate on these words of 
St. James. They are quoted by St. Laurence Giustiniani, who adds that 
nothing is less becoming a man of God than an unrestrained use of the 
tongue. It is the door through which the devil often enters the heart, he 
says, and adds that the wise man weighs his words before speaking. 
St, Laurence exalts the tongue that is inflamed with love of God and men, 
and points to the thoughtful silence of Mary at the time of the Annunci- 
ation, broken only by the Magnificat in praise of the Lord. 
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The ideal of the priesthood 


May these words lend a special flavor to your study of the synodal con- 

stitutions. We return again to the Council of Trent and its words for 
priests: “They should also flee the small defects which in them would be 
great so that their actions may be a reason for veneration by everyone.” 
January 26, 1960.1 





IV. At the Third Synodal Meeting 
A TPS Summary 


The priest is a man who is distinguished by his pastoral mission. He 
is marked by a special supernatural vocation and to him are transmitted 
in some manner the virtues and majesty of Christ. The doctrine, the 
sacrifice, and the grace of Christ are of special benefit to the priest, who 
is to continue the work of the Redemption. 


The good shepherd 


All the similitudes used by Christ were intended for His future Church 
but two are of special interest to priests: “I am the good shepherd.” “I 
am the door of the sheep.” As St. John wrote, the shepherd supervises 
the comings and goings of sheep and opens and closes the door for them. 
Is not the secret of our priestly mission stated here? The priest is like 
a door for the sheep. 

The priest responds to a call from Jesus to join His sacred army and 
give himself entirely as His helper in propagating His kingdom on earth. 
How can the priest then turn his thoughts to anything other than the- 
‘salvation of souls, which is the special purpose of the priesthood? 


Direct and indirect pastoral action 

In this matter, the Roman clergy are confronted by a serious question. 
Since Rome is the seat of the papacy and the center of Christianity, of 
necessity there have been established here various organizations en- 
trusted with administrative work. These organizations claim the energies 
of many priests and thus deprive pastoral work of much of its task force. 
Indeed, priests are often induced to compromise between direct pastoral 
action and the more impersonal action of administrative work, either in 
Church government or in special tasks. There is a danger that this will 
diminish pastoral activity and zeal, the special characteristics of the 
priesthood. 

It is a fact that the Church needs a large number of priests for other 
work besides the administration of the sacraments. This other work is 
necessary to insure her propagation, the exercise of her authority, and 
the extension of the higher good to the whole world. Yet, all must have 
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pastoral zeal for souls so that the Incarnation, Crucifix, Gospel, and 
Eucharist may shine brightly in the world. 

There is a natural distinction between direct and indirect pastoral 
action, though they must work together in the priestly mission. Some 
priests devote themselves more to indirect action than to direct and 
thereby reduce the effectiveness of both kinds. We must all evaluate 
everything as it appears to the eyes of God and as it is conducive to pres- 
ent good and future happiness. All priests have been specially chosen by 
God, but we must remember, in the words of St. Peter, that “all flesh is as 
grass.” 

Three memories 

Allow Us to digress for a moment and tell you of three events in the 
Vatican Basilica that made a deep impression upon Us. 

One occurred in 1905 when, during a beatification rite, the portrait 
of Blessed John Vianney in the basilica vividly reminded Us of the truly 
important values in the priestly life. Another occurred in 1903 at the 
coronation of Pope Pius X, when We saw clearly that for him the true 
meaning of the pontificate lay in the burden of tending his flock and 
caring for souls. The third episode took place during Our own 
coronation. We were overwhelmed by a sense of Our personal insignifi- 
cance and regained Our composure only when We gazed on the altar of 
St. Gregory the Great, a pope who insisted that all priests participate in 
the pastoral mission, directly or indirectly. St. Gregory’s “Regula 
Pastoralis” is a work most conducive to the sanctification of priests and 
faithful. It was of great use to the Church at the time of the Carolingian 
kings when the Church was establishing certain standards of ecclesiastical 
government, and we still listen to his voice today. 

We have similar books from two Eastern Fathers, St. Gregory of 
Nazianzus and St. John Chrysostom. We invite Our priests to study these 
three springs of doctrine in the field of pastoral guidance. 

Dedication to duty 

Despite diversity of function, all the priests of Rome are united in 
their work by a common priesthood. With this in mind it can be seen 
that priests of the Curia must neglect no part of their official duties in 
order to engage in pastoral work (they perform truly apostolic work) 
and, on the other hand, priests assigned to a directly pastoral role must 
perform their tasks cheerfully and must concentrate their efforts on the 
care of the souls entrusted to them. For all priests the decisions of the 
Council of Trent on the priestly life are still binding. 

Example of the Divine Shepherd 

The words in the Gospel about the Divine Shepherd who knows His 

sheep can be rejected only at peril of our eternal salvation. Beloved par- 
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ish priests, know your flock well if you wish to govern your parish well. 
Let Us pass over any mention of the shepherd who does not help his 
flock when they are threatened, for such a one does not love his sheep. 
We must spare no effort in following the example of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd who offered His life for us on the Cross. 

Christ said that He was ready to lay down His life for His sheep. He 
also said that some sheep are not of the fold but will hear His voice and 
then there will be one flock and one shepherd. These words bring to 
mind the Ecumenical Council. They should be of special interest to the 
clergy of Rome, whatever their function. 

This synod is especially important because it is taking place in the 
first of all dioceses, that of Peter. We have taken joy in the opportunity 
to show Our solicitude for those who share Our pastoral mission in the 
Roman diocese. Let Us all take courage from the vision of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd. January 27, 1960.1 


V. At the Closing Ceremony 
A TPS Summary 


One year after conceiving the idea of holding a synod, We have before 
Us the volume containing the synod’s regulations. It is a book for all 
Romans, from the Sacred College to the humblest of clergy and people. 
Fruits of the synod 

As pastor of the Roman flock, We consider the synod a generous 
bounty which shows that the Church has great resources for performing 


her pastoral and apostolic functions. Application of the synodal consti- _ 


tutions will require a vast amount of work, because of the tremendous 
growth of population in Rome. But who is strong as God our Lord, 
Savior of the world? 

The Roman Synod is a source of strength for the sanctification of 
our life in the Church. In the opening ceremony We listed the eight 
areas in which revised pastoral regulation was to be prepared. You 
will now have an opportunity to examine the magnificent work of the 
synodal consultants. 

All things must be viewed in the light of Christian faith and doctrine, 
and the biblical account of the two women who bore children to Abra- 
ham has significance today. Of the two Jerusalems that correspond to 
these two women, one brings forth children unto bondage, the other unto 
freedom. We Christians are children not of bondage but of freedom and 
God’s promise—and Rome is the Jerusalem of the new covenant. 

One fruit of the synod should be the increased practice of the virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity. 
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Faith 

Our faith is our life-long companion and must be preserved unto 
death. It must be operative in every area of life. Its defense and propa- 
gation is a worthy apostolate which perfects the spirit and wins honor 
in the Church. Those who are being persecuted because of their faith 
were sent a greeting by the synod, expressing solidarity and encourage- 
ment. Yet, we must pity their persecutors: they are our brothers, too, 
who do not realize that Christ is the eternal king and that the Christian 
Faith will conquer. 

Hope 

Now let us speak of hope. The heart is saddened to despair when it 
considers today’s propagation of error, the worship of worldly goods, 
the disbelief in immortality, and the urge to satisfy earthly desires. Yet 
the words of Christ inspire the world with courage and joy. He who be- 
lieves will be saved; the children of light fear not death. Their faith and 
hope rest in the words of Jesus: He who believes in me, even if he die, 
shall live. Despite affliction at the hands of unbelievers, let us continue 
in the hope that rests on God’s promise of final consolation. 

Charity 

Charity is all-embracing. The Lord taught that we should love one 
another and in this teaching is contained the substance of Christianity 
and the Church. The synodal constitutions are based on charity; charity 
for all of society is inherent in the mission of the priesthood, from the 
distribution of the Sacraments to the organization of social services. The 
world sometimes unfairly criticizes the contribution of the clergy to 
civic and social order. Some demand that the clergy work outside the ec- 
clesiastical sphere, others that they be confined to strictly liturgical activ- 
ities. Both views neglect the example of Christ, who prayed and wor- 
shipped much, but was also constantly among the people, preaching and 
serving. A holy clergy can affect everyone and it is consoling to think 
of the many humble priests throughout the world who are models of 
priestly, pastoral zeal. 

The Gospel of St. John describes the unity in the words and life of 
Christ, who is the head of the Church, which spreads over the whole 
world but keeps its center in Rome. We may praise the Roman people 
and clergy in the words of St. Peter: “You are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people.” 


The Ecumenical Council 
The diocese of Rome has attended to her own spiritual welfare, and 


she is ready to continue with renewed zeal her task as the center of 
Christianity. We ask Our Lord to grant Us the favor of convening and 
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celebrating the Second Vatican Council, which will deal with the inter- 
ests of the Universal Church. 

Preparations for the council have already had good results. Even if 
your present pope does not actually see the council with his own eyes, 
it will be enough for him to know that he has helped out. We have en- 
trusted the council to the protection of two Oriental patriarchs and a 

- great pope: St. Gregory of Nazianzus, St. John Chrysostom, and St. 
Gregory the Great. Now let us pray to Christ, the Divine Shepherd. Par- 
enthetically, We wish to remark that some pious souls begin special devo- 
tions and cults that leave room for much imagination but little spiritual 
concentration. We ask you to adhere to the simplest and most ancient 
expressions of the Church’s worship. Christ taught us only one prayer, 
the Lord’s Prayer, but it encompasses everything. At the same time, 

Christ asked for eternal unity among His disciples. 
Calvary 

Now let us meditate on the name, heart, and blood of Jesus. (Devotion 
to each of these has been advanced by a particular saint in the past.) 
This brings Us to Calvary. We see the name of Jesus written above His 
crucified body, His heart suffering the anguish of sacrifice, His blood 
pouring from the open wounds, a spring of life and redemption. Beside 
the Cross stand John and Mary. 

Mary, we acclaim you “salvation of the Roman people,” and call you 
by many other titles that express our love for you and confirm your 
compassion for us. January 31, 1960.7 

| 


1 Bibliographic and other data on these talks which appear in TPS 
* Digest only in summary form is given in a special section of TPS Guide, 
pp. 228-4. 








Three Virtues for Seminarians 


An Address by Pope John XxXill to Italian Seminarians 


L’incontro 


EETING this morning with 
M so large a group of semina- 

rians is for Us a cause of 
deep joy and tender emotion. Here 
in your presence We have offered 
up the Eucharistic Sacrifice (whose 
solemn and hidden joys your eager 
souls have already begun to taste 
even before your ordination) and 
We have offered it for you: Our 
joy was complete when the Divine 
Savior, the Lamb of God, Priest 
and Victim, came down upon the 
altar to offer once again the sweet 
odor of His Sacrifice to His Heav- 
enly Father and to communicate 
Himself to each of those present, 
in the reality of His eucharistic 
flesh. 


A joyous sight 


The sight of your thoughtful and 
attentive faces and your calm, con- 
fident eyes, the whole vision that 
you offer at this moment, opens 
Our heart wide to the most cheerful 
hopes for the future. This budding 
crop of ardent and fearless young 
men, that We see revealed here be- 
fore Us at the close of the liturgi- 
cal year, is the best guarantee We 


November 22, 1959 


have of the perpetual fruitfulness 
of the Church. It is the most won- 
derful promise We could want that 
there will be fervent new efforts in 
behalf of the coming of the King- 
dom of God. 

The good mothers of our old 
Christian families are filled with 
joy when one of their sons eagerly 
and generously answers God’s call 
and, in much the same way, Mother 
Church is seized with an intense 
feeling of tenderness at the sight of 
her young sons in sortem Domini 
vocati!: those who have been 
touched by the wonderful privilege 
of a vocation to the priesthood or 
the religious life and have an- 
swered it with the eagerness and 
joy that are the special possession 
of the young. 


A program 


The circle of seminarians that 
We see around Us today reminds 
Us of the whole legion of young 
men who are preparing for the 
priesthood either in countries with 
ancient Christian traditions or in 
mission-lands. This consoling vi- 
sion of young souls, so ardent in 
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their pursuit of the loftiest ideal 
that earth can offer, inspires Us 
with a word that can serve as your 
program and plan: a word dictated 
by Our desire to see all of you strive 
to do a better and better job of 
meeting the needs of the people of 
today and of living up to the 
Church’s continuous resolution to 
be detached and recollected so 
that she may be better able to point 
out her own internal and external 
beauty to the world. 

This program that We want to 
offer you is inspired by the three 
graces that We constantly beg from 
God through the intercession of 
the Immaculate Virgin, the Mother 
of Good Counsel, through the inter- 
cession of the Holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, of St. Charles Borromeo, 
and of all the holy patrons of dio- 
ceses and of seminaries: purity of 
heart, strength of character, and 
ardent charity. These graces are 
like three flowers whose beauty is 
to be added to the sweet and prom- 
ising youth of those who are called, 
so as to make that youth last 
through all their lives, even when 
the passing years and the burdens 
of their apostolic labors have di- 
minished their physical vigor. 


’ 


Purity of heart 


1) First of all, purity of heart: 
careful and constant attention will 
make it the thing that brings order 
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into your whole life, its every work 
and its every action, and that makes 
them shining and transparent. This 
virtue is an enchanting one that 
takes root and blossoms amid 
Christian families, as if they were 
its native soil; and it is an irresisti- 
ble magnet for souls. It falls like 
spotless snow over the dirt that 
unfortunately covers so much of 
this poor world that is “totus in 
maligno positus,” ? and it wins the 
respect of those who are far off, 
even of those who outwardly deride 
it at times, but demand that it be 
spotless and shining in the repre- 
sentatives of God. 

Purity of heart is the serene 
atmosphere in which every serious 
vocation lives, the soil in which 
every other good disposition has to 
take root and grow. Of course it 
is not the principal virtue, for it 
would amount to nothing more than 
a cold practice of natural perfection 
if love of God and of neighbor were 
lacking; but it is the breath of the 
love of God and the indispensable 
condition for unselfish service of 
neighbor in the priestly ministry. 
It is what prepares the way for the 
matchless joys of long talks be- 
fore the Tabernacle; it is what 
nourishes fervent thoughts of the 
apostolate and of charity; it is what 
inspires a steady peace of soul that 
does not collapse in the face of ad- 
versity or become puffed up as a 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 23-24, 1959. Italian text. Transla- 
tion prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This talk was given to a large group of seminarians from north and central 

Italy who had just attended a Mass celebrated by the Holy Father in the Hall of 


Benediction in St. Peter's. 
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result of joy and success. It puts 
the unmistakable seal of a calm 
and unassuming delicacy, a jeal- 
ously-guarded reserve, and even a 
lordly discretion on the activity, the 
words, the conduct of seminarians 
and priests; and it attracts souls 
with the fascination of Jesus Him- 
self. 


Studies and purity of heart 


Begin now, in the freshness of 
your youthful years, to live this 
virtue well; and guard it through 
prayer, mortification and study. 
For it is this that will preserve and 
increase the joy of your ecclesiasti- 
cal studies, which are intended to 
prepare you for the duties of the 
ministry and to keep your educa- 
tion advancing steadily: We mean 
your theological, pastoral and as- 
cetical studies. As We told our 
most beloved priests of the Patri- 
archate of Venice when the Synod 
was held there, in these fields “there 
is no lack of a copious and valuable 
modern literature in various lan- 
guages that is readily accessible to 
all. These are the studies that befit 
the priests of the Lord rather than 
soporific and poisonous writings 
that gradually destroy youthful 
consciences, and become a school 
and training-ground for subtiliter 
fornicare,® under the guise of help- 
ing youngsters to know all things 
so that they can judge all things, 
and of teaching the modern gen- 
eration; the latter works rob 
priestly souls of the fascinated 


*“Called to the lot of the Lord.”—Ed 
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interest that draws the innocent 
toward the loftiest ideals and 
resolutions, and that preserves the 
inner joy, the pure outlook and 
glance, and the smile of the apostles 
of truth and goodness.” 4 


Strength of character 


2) This firm resolution to main- 
tain a wise, intelligent and shining 
purity is the source of that strength 
of character that We have men- 
tioned as the second endowment of 
your vocation. The Church wants 
strong, solid men who are well- 
formed in mind and heart. Fortu- 
nately the time is past when, not 
being aware of the vigorous and 
strength-giving reality that is the 
Church, some people considered its 
sons to be weak and defective crea- 
tures, with little or no backbone at 
all. The truth of the matter is that 
belonging to the Church calls for 
an adamantine strengthening of 
character and will; a constant 
struggle against the passions, 
pride, and selfishness; and a con- 
quest of self with the help of the 
Lord. If this is true of anyone who 
wishes to live as a sincere Catholic, 
it is all the more true of those who 
are dedicated to an ideal as lofty 
as that of a vocation to the priest- 
hood, for this call is restricted to 
the select ranks of strong and de- 
termined men who can follow the 
Lord without any shirking or any 
compromise, and can renounce even 
legitimate pleasures in order to live 
a heavenly life right here on earth. 


?“The whole world is in the power of ‘the evil one.” (1 John, 5, 19)—Ed. 


*“Subtly prostituting.”—Ed. 


*Sinodo diocesano di Venezia, Discorsi del Cardinale Patriarca (Vatican City, 


1959), p. 49. 
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That is what the Church wants 
you to be. Future priests must be 
able to resist the attractions and 
wiles of the world; they must know 
how to keep their senses and emo- 
tions so under control that they will 
be in complete command of them- 
selves at all times and in all cir- 
cumstances. They must have the 
natural virtues to an outstanding 
degree, for you cannot find a Chris- 
tian or a priest worthy of his call- 
ing who does not possess the 
natural virtues as well. 

Hence he has an obligation to be 
sincere and impartial, and in this 
way to imitate the conduct of God, 
Who does not give special treat- 
ment to special persons.5 He must 
be sure to keep his word; to be 
straightforward and direct, and 
not wend his way along the tor- 
tuous paths of confusion and 
vagueness, nor try to justify mean 
or selfish desires on the supposed 
grounds that he is helping charity 
or divine worship. 

A passage in the beautiful Epis- 
tle of today’s Mass refers to the 
way true sons of, God should act, 
when it exhorts all of them to walk 
“worthily of God and please Him, in 
all things, bearing fruit in every 
good work and growing in the 
knowledge of God . . . completely 
strengthened through his glorious 
power unto perfect patience and 
longsuffering.” ° 
Ardent charity 

3) Last of all you need ardent 
charity, which is the crown and the 
perfection of all our action. 





®°Cf. Rom. 2, 11. 


* Cf. Col. 1, 10-11. 
* Rom. 13, 10 
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This sublime virtue “is the fulfill- 
ment of the Law,” * and so we need 
it for the faithful and orderly ful- 
fillment of daily obligations, from 
the smallest to the greatest. It sus- 
tains your whole-hearted obedience 
to your Bishop, and makes you long 
to serve the diocese and forget any 
cares of an earthly nature, any 
worries about human recognition, 
any desire for fleeting praise. A 
seminarian who is burning with 
this kind of charity will not be 
afraid of the difficulties that may 
at times arise in his life of prayer 
and of study; he will abandon him- 
self confidently to the will of God, 
Who has called him and Whom he 
does not wish to displease in any 
way at all; he will be outstanding 
in discipline and in observing the 
rule; he will carry out the sacri- 
fices that are part of his life almost 
without realizing it, and will cheer- 
fully offer the Lord a mortification 
of all the worldly spirit and desires 
that might at times threaten to 
overwhelm him; and above all, 
under the inspiration of this char- 
ity, he will make prayer and the. 
Sacraments the shining center of 
his life. 


Strength from the Sacred Heart 


Oh, the sublime beauty of a vo- 
cation to the priesthood! We would 
never have dared to sketch these 
bare outlines of it (which them- 
selves reveal some of its super- 
human greatness) if We had not 
known that close by We have Him 
Who gives to those He calls to His 
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service the strength that they need 
to answer His call. And so the basis 
and inspiration of all that We have 
said is in the Heart of Jesus, that 
burning furnace of charity, that 
treasury of justice and of love; it 
is in the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Mother most pure, powerful 
Virgin, Queen of Virgins. 

How many priests, drawing upon 
the riches of the Divine Heart, have 
found there the source of their own 
sanctification! All you have to do is 
recall the holy Curé of Ars, whose 
sublime example of fidelity to his 
vocation We offered to the priests 
of the whole world in Our recent 
encyclical Sacerdotii Nostri Pri- 
mordia.2 The diptychs of every dio- 
cese record the names of great 
and humble priests whose holi- 
ness, dedication, and devotion have 
lasted on in memory beyond the 
short span of their own lives, even 
without any official recognition on 
the part of the Church. 


The effect of good example 


In this regard, We would like to 
entrust to you, beloved children, a 
memory that remains sacred in Our 
heart, and dear and blessed in Our 
eyes, as it lives on now more than 
seventy years after the death of the 
man concerned; it is the image of 
the first priest We ever met in Our 
life, the one who baptized Us, who 
gave Us First Holy Communion, 
alongside of whom Our adolescence 
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unfolded and blossomed like a deli- 
cate flower. His spiritual influence 
was great enough to make Us feel 
sure that his kind of life was the 
best and loftiest on the face of the 
earth: to become holy and make 
others holy, to pray for everyone 
and do the works of charity; and it 
went so deep that We could dream 
of no other way to seek Our per- 
sonal happiness here below and Our 
eternal happiness in the light of 
the Lord. 

Ah! most beloved sons. May you 
always find priests like that who 
will inspire you and edify you and 
encourage you to move forward in 
your search for priestly perfection. 
May you in your turn, through 
your fervor and the attractiveness 
of your good example, prepare new 
generations that will make your 
name blessed among the Church 
militant here below and assure you 
of the eternal delights of the 
Church triumphant, with Jesus the 
glorious King of all ages and 
peoples. 

Along with these hopes and 
prayers, We want to impart Our 
fatherly and propitiatory Apostolic 
Blessing with all Our heart to each 
and every one of you and to your 
good and zealous Superiors and 
Professors, and most especially to 
your families, whose cheerful sac- 
rifices serve as your help and sup- 
port along the road “usque ad mon- 
tem Dei.” ® 


*English translation in TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 7-88. 


*“Up to the mountain of God.”—Ed, 
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To Chancellor Adenauer 

Mister Chancellor: It is with great satisfaction that We extend to you Our 
most cordial welcome as We receive you here in Our residence. We are 
also delighted to join your people in their admiration for the youthful and 
vigorous activity which you continue to devote to the exalted functions of 
your high office. 

It pleases Us to see in you, Mr. Chancellor, and in your distinguished 
and pious family, a sign of Divine Providence rewarding the merits of a 
life filled with ordeals, all of them met with profound awareness and nobility 
of spirit. 

But We are greeting you not only on the pleasant plane of domestic life, 
but also as the representative of the whole generous German nation. 

Our thirty years of service for the Holy Church in many countries did not 
include Germany, unlike the experience of Our immediate predecessor, Pius XII 
of blessed memory. Yet the fatherly affection We bear this dear country is 
matched by the agreeable memories We have of the regions We visited, of 
Our acquaintance and friendship with people We met there, and of its 
history, which We know in detail. At this moment Our thoughts go to your 
ancient cities, rich in natural and artistic beauty, and even richer in Christian 
memories, which attest to the faith of your forebears with impressive and 
majestic cathedrals and other awe-inspiring monuments of a glorious civiliza- 
tion—a faith professed during the course of most difficult trials, which have 
confronted the more recent generations especially. 

Our eyes hopefully turn to your industrious people, endowed with great 
gifts of intellect, will, and goodness of heart, and to the honors which they 
continue to gather in the fields of the arts and sciences. We are also glad to 
acknowledge the excellent relations between the German Federal Republic 
and the Holy See, which are a pledge of continued agreeable activities and 
of efficacious harmony. We are not oblivious of the fact that the cause of 
harmonious relations between the Holy See and the German Federal Republic 
was effectively promoted by the loyalty, dignity, and patriotism of Gerfhan 
Catholics, and by their active participation in the life of the Church, under 
the leadership of their zealous and capable bishops. German Catholics, 
well known for their zeal and their awareness of their faith, are alleviating 
the sufferings of many, even outside the boundaries of their own nation, 

We extend to the beloved German people fatherly geod wishes for a 
future always more propitious, in fruitful cooperation such as can be born 
of the good will of each one-of her children, and of their determination to 
serve generously the most lofty ideals of civilization and peace, in a spirit 
of justice and charity. 

We entreat God to bestow the greatest favors and consolations upon the 
noble German nation, and, as a pledge of the favors We are praying for 
and as a confirmation of Our benevolence, We ask you, Mr. Chancellor, to 
accept for yourself and your family Our Apostolic Blessing, in which We 
also include all Our beloved children of Germany. 

—John XXIll. To Chancellor Adenauer during an 
official visit to the Vatican. January 22, 1960. 











The Easter Message 


A Radio Message of Pope John XXill on Easter Sunday 


Questa della grande 


ELOVED Children! The sol- 
emn Easter Blessing im- 
parted from the outer bal- 

cony of the Vatican Basilica is 
a very ancient tradition; We are 
happy to revive it and bring 
about general rejoicing. Easter is 
a feast of extraordinary solemnity, 
one that is more important than 
any other in the Church year: fes- 
tum festorum: solemnitas solemni- 
tatum.t Our distant predecessor 
Saint Gregory, the first Pope of 
that name in the pontifical succes- 
sion and one whom We like to con- 
sider great among the greatest, 
greeted Easter unreservedly as the 
most sublime nuptial song, which 
celebrates the mystical union of the 
Word of God made flesh and the 
Holy Church, like a “Canticle of 
Canticles” of the whole liturgy. 


Homage to the Redeemer 


On this Easter day, our inner- 
most joy as good Christians con- 
sists in rendering homage to Jesus, 
the glorious and immortal Redeem- 
er of the ages, who vanquished 
death and human iniquity: the ini- 
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quity of man’s original sin and all 
the sins of the world. 

How can we help feeling grateful 
to Him, the Son of God and the Son 
of Mary, by virtue of whose pre- 
cious blood forgiveness is asked for 
His very executioners, and for the 
entire sinful human race, whose 
condition has been improved and 
whose redemption and salvation are 
accomplished, through all the ages? 


A glorious battle 


Christ’s suffering and His pain- 
ful and humiliating death, which 
we have been following with deep 
emotion in the past few days, con- 
stituted a glorious battle. We re- 
called it triumphantly when we 
sang in the Paschal liturgy: Mors 
et vita, duello conflixere mirando;? 
death and life locked in magnificent 
combat, but a combat won by the 
creator of life, eternally reviving 
and eternally in command. Dux 
vitae mortuus regnat vivus.? 

Now, Beloved Children, you 
know and you feel that this same 
battle is still raging in the world. 
All of us are both spectators and 
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participants in it. On one side is 
Jesus Christ with his representa- 
tives and followers in the Church, 
elevated in holiness and brother- 
hood. And with the Church are 
good doctrine, truth, justice, and 
peace. On the other side rages the 
anti-Christian spirit, which is er- 
ror, a false conception of personal 
and social life, arrogance, a vio- 
lence that is even physical, and 
wicked, ruinous chaos. Such is the 
situation on earth. 

Well, then, beloved children of 
Rome and beloved children of the 
whole world who are listening at 
this moment: since the positions of 
both combatants are clear-cut, it is 
fitting and necessary that we should 
do honor to our position. This re- 
quires « strong feeling of responsi- 
bility, the practice of moral up- 
rightness, a fear of compromise, 
and complete sincerity of intention 
and deed before God and man. 

We are consoled by the certainty 
that the Lord keeps His promises, 
and will bestow upon us the gifts of 
His benevolence and His victory, 
even in this world. We must, how- 
ever, be worthy of this certainty. 


The Christian witness 


During the past few days we all 
received encouragement to think, 
work, and live sincerely from the 
words of St. Augustine in the bre- 
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viary. “Those who lead an evil life,” 
he writes, “and call themselves 
Christians, are injuring Christ, 
and of them it is said that through 
their fault the name of the Lord is 
blasphemed. On the contrary, all 
those who, even at the price of suf- 
fering, are true to the holy law, 
cause the name of the Lord to be 
praised and blessed through their 
actions.” 

Let us listen to the Apostle, be- 
loved children, who tells us that we 
are the sweet odor, the bonus odor 
Christi, which penetrates in omni 
loco, everywhere, wherever our 
faith and our deeds triumph and 
shine. 


Suffering Christians 


This Easter noon, while all 
things around us speak of spiritual 
joy, so many of our brethren—We 
are deeply saddened to say—have 
neither individual, nor political, 
nor religious freedom. For many 
years now they have been the vic- 
tims of coercion and violence, and 
have endured the hardships of 
silence and constant oppression. 
We hope they can hear at least an 
echo of Our fatherly and consoling 
words, reaching out to them from 
the center of Catholic unity. The 
entire Holy Church benefits from 
our spiritual and prayerful partici- 
pation in their suffering and de- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 17, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

More than 100,000 people gathered in St. Peter’s Square and stood in the rain to 
hear the Holy Father's message and to receive his blessing. The address was 
broadcast over Vatican Radio and Radio Free Europe, and was telecast over 


Eurovision, a television network linking the countries of .western Europe. 
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rives great edification, and an in- 
centive to increased piety from the 
admirable example of fearless 
strength set by them. 

Our anxious eyes also turn to all 
the remaining sons of God who are 
suffering because of race, because 
of complex and troubling economic 
conditions, or because of the cur- 
tailment of their natural or civil 
rights. By Our warm and compas- 
sionate words We are trying to in- 
still in the heart of each one of them 
a feeling of human and Christian 
solidarity, destined to bear fruit at 
the time appointed by Divine Prov- 
idence. 


A Prayer 


O Jesus, Savior and Redeemer, 
be now and forever our love, and a 
constant encouragement to us and 
to those who are suffering in your 
name and for your Gospel, which 
was lived and washed in the blood 
of your sacrifice. 


Now, after Easter, the year con- 
tinues on in the flow of time. We 
renew our promise to you always to 
fulfill the responsibilities which our 
state in life imposes upon us in our 
religious, civic, and social relations. 

O Jesus, victor over death and 
sin, we are yours! And yours we 
wish everything to remain: we our- 
selves, our families, and all the 
things we hold dearest and most 
precious, whether in the enthusi- 
asms of youth, in the wisdom of 
later years, or in the unavoidable 
discomforts and sacrifices of old 
age and decrepitude. Always yours! 

O Jesus, give us your blessing 
and grant your peace to the entire 
world, just as you gave it when you 
appeared before those closest to you 
on Easter morning, and continued 
to impart it during subsequent en- 
counters, in the Cenacle, on the 
lake, on the road: Nolite timere, ego 
sum pax vobis: pax et benedictio, 
per singulos dies: in aeternum.* 


1“The feast of feasts: the solemnity of solemnities.”—Ed. 

*“Death and life: a struggle wonderful to behold.”—Ed. 

*“The Lord of Life reigns alive in death.”—Ed. 

*“Do not be — I am your peace: peace and blessing, throughout each day, and 
for eternity.”— 





The Immaculate 


A Sermon by Pope John XxXill at the Close of a Solemn 
Novena to Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 


Una gioia soave 


UR HEART was filled with 
sweet joy upon returning to 
this ancient Basilica of the 

Twelve Holy Apostles, which is 
closely associated in Our mind with 
the triumphs of Mary Immaculate. 
A multitude of memories rose from 
the past, and We saw once again 
the solemn festivities which took 
place in 1904 in this very temple, 
transformed as it was into a re- 
splendent hall. The occasion was 
the Marian World Congress, con- 
vened on the 50th anniversary of 
the proclamation of the dogma of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception. 
Here, We heard Mary’s eulogies 
spoken by the most illustrious 
names of the ecclesiastical world of 
that time; here We heard learned 
Jectures delivered by famous schol- 
ars. For Us it was the beginning 
of Our priesthood, which had been 
conferred upon Us on August 10th 
of the same year, and Our soul, con- 
secrated forever to God’s service, 
looked upon everything with happy 
and enraptured eyes. 


December 7, 1959 


A happy coincidence 


Our heart’s deep emotion is en- 
hanced by Our awareness of a co- 
incidence which We will never for- 
get: the much-admired and active 
Secretary of the Congress was 
the Prelate from Piacenza and 
Canon of St. Peter’s, Monsignor 
Giacomo Radini Tedeschi, who sub- 
sequently became Bergamo’s vener- 
able and worthy bishop; he was al- 
so to become the loving and benign 
guide of Our youthful priesthood. 

Here We listened to the memo- 
rable, lofty inauguration speech, 
which was delivered on the evening 
of that November 30th by Pietro 
Maffi, the Archbishop of Pisa and 
future Cardinal. His words still 
vibrate in Our mind: “Rise, O 
Mary, rise . . . over minds and 
hearts, and over the earth, O Queen, 
O Mother, O Immaculate; rise, rise, 
O Mary!’ } 


A cantata 


At the time of the congress, not 
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far from here, in Santa Maria 
Sopra Minerva, souls were lifted to 
pure and serene contemplation of 
Mary’s splendors by listening to the 
cantata which the illustrious Maes- 
tro Lorenzo Perosi had especially 
composed according to the text of 
an ancient Sequence, derived from 
a Missal of the Gallic Liturgy. We 
still remember the thrill of admira- 
tion which ran through the audi- 
ence when, at the end of the can- 
tata, the melody of “Tota Pulchra” 
blended in a wonderful way with 
the ending of the Sequence: 


Tu spes certa miserorum 
Vera Mater orphanorum 
Tu levamen oppressorum ...? 


The reason why We give Our- 
selves up to these memories is Our 
dutiful feeling of inner gratitude 
to the Lord, who was then giving 
to the Church, as it were, a promise 
and foretaste of better times. In- 
deed, during those difficult years, 
when it seemed to Us that a cold 
wind was blowing on families and 
on institutions, as though to confine 
to the secrecy of the individual con- 
science any open and articulate 
avowal of faith and worship, Car- 
dinal Maffi’s words and Perosi’s 
music exerted an irresistible fasci- 
nation, sowing a precious seed of 
new fervor. 


Revived enthusiasm 


That forecast of serene en- 
thusiasm for the profession of 
common religious convictions has 
borne consoling fruits and results 
unhoped for at the time, even in the 
short span of a little over a half 
century. Those wonderfully solemn 
manifestations, which won such 
warm participation at the time, 
have been repeated, multiplied, and 
enlarged, and are a continuing 
proof of the vitality, youthfulness, 
and strength of Catholicism. 

The present meeting of the Pope 
with the members of his Roman 
diocese fits happily into this re- 
vived manifestation of Christian 
life; and, although it is true that 
tonight the old tradition is not re- 
vived in its entirety, We do, how- 
ever, rejoice in closing with you, 
dearest sons of the Roman clergy 
and laity, the customary “Novena 
to the Immaculate.” We are also 
happy to see close to Us the sons 
of St. Francis, ever dear to Us in 
all their different branches. 

To all who are present We would 
like to impart some brief thoughts, 
which We place at the feet of Our 
Heavenly Mother, in order that her 
Feast tomorrow may be appreciat- 
ed with deeper joy and greater in- 
tensity of spirit. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 9-10, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose of the TPS staff. 

This address was delivered in the Basilica of the Twelve Apostles, a church in 
downtown Rome, in the early evening. In a morning audience the Pope had stated 
that his visit to this basilica would mark the resumption of a tradition that had been 
abandoned for 90 years. 








176 


The Morning Star 


1) “Immaculate” is a word which 
shines with the brightness of dawn. 
Preserved immune from the orig- 
inal stain, Mary was full of grace 
from the very first moment of her 
conception. Her soul was bathed in 
divine light even in her mother’s 
womb. After a night of long cen- 
turies marred by the guilt of our 
first parents, this morning star, 
limpid and pure, transparent and 
inviolate, rises as the sky grows 
pale with the promise of imminent 
day. The intimacy with God which 
was granted to Adam and then lost 
so soon was returned to Mary in 
its pristine perfection; and the 
rising of the Sun of justice is an- 
nounced to man,® the coming of 
Him who, while giving life, re-es- 
tablishes friendship and union 
with God for men of good will. 

The Christian soul must feel the 
thrill of this supernatural life, 
which begins with Baptism. We 
therefore say to you with the 
Apostle: “Walk, then, as children 
of light (for the fruit of the light 
is in all goodness and justice and 
truth), testing what is well pleas- 
ing to God; and have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness.” 4 


The flower of Redemption 


2) “Immaculate” also means the 
promise and the pure white flower 
of the Redemption. Through the 
merits of her Son, the Redeemer, 
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she was saved from original sin. 
She was given this privilege be- 
cause she was predestined for her 
sublime mission as Mother of God. 
The woman who was to give her 
mortal flesh to the eternal Word of 
the Father could not be tainted, 
even for an instant, by the shadow 
of sin. Therefore, her title “Imma- 
culate’ is dependent on Jesus 
Christ, because the Mother has 
been given everything through the 
Son. The blossoming on earth of 
this pure white flower is the sure 
portent of a reconciliation between 
mankind and God. 

The liturgy can rightly sing on 
the Feast of Mary’s Nativity: 
“Your birth, O Mary, was a har- 
binger of joy for the whole uni- 
verse.” 

This joy, however, is also a scar- 
let flower of sacrifice: the sacrifice 
of the Blessed Mother of Jesus, 
who, having spoken her timely 
“fiat,” at the same time agreed to 
share in the fate of her Son, in the 
poverty of Bethlehem, in the self- 
denial of a hidden life, and in the 
martyrdom of Calvary. 

Therefore, let us not presume 
that we are beloved children of the 
Lord and His Mother, if our life 
lacks sacrifice and detachment. Let 
the mention of this requirement, on 
the joyful eve of the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, be a lov- 
ing and thoughtful reminder of the 
need for the basic, powerful Chris- 


* Proceedings of the World Marian Congress (Rome 1905), pp. 62-65. 
*“Thou certain hope of the afflicted and true mother of orphans, thou consola- 


tion of the oppressed.”—Ed, 
* Mal. 4, 2. 
* Eph. 5, 8-11. 
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tian virtues: self-denial, patience, 
penance. 


Order and beauty 


3) “Immaculate” also means or- 
der and beauty: order in her na- 
ture, which was raised to the 
heights of grace even as it was 
being fashioned by the hands of 
her Creator and was thus made 
submissive to His will and to His 
wishes; beauty derived from this 
order, of which it is the bright 
consummation. 

Let then each one of us begin 
from here, from the contemplation 
of this serene light, which befits 
God’s master work, thence gather- 
ing enough strength to help us as- 
cend to the summit of perfection 
for individuals, families, institu- 
tions, and the Holy Church. 

Everyone must aim at fully 
achieving his own interior order 
and true supernatural beauty; in- 
dividual gifts then spread out to- 
ward a constantly widening hori- 
zon, until all the great family of 
believers enjoys them and is en- 
hanced by their beauty. 


A vision of Paradise 


4) Finally, ‘‘Immaculate’’ be- 
speaks a vision of Paradise. The 
grace which was bestowed upon 
her in perfect and supereminent 
measure from the very first instant 
of her earthly life (and is also given 
to us, although certainly to a much 
lesser degree) is only the pledge of 
eternal beatitude—until the day 
when the veils of faith will fall, 
which conceal the vision of God, 
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and we will contemplate the Lord 
face to face. 

Mary Immaculate is the har- 
binger of the dawn of our eternal 
day, and she guides and supports 
us on the way which still separates 
us from its attainment. That is 
why the liturgical hymn Ave Maris 
Stella contains the sweet invoca- 
tion, “Ut videntes Iesum—Semper 
collaetemur.” “Grant us that, see- 
ing Jesus with you, we may rejoice 
with you forever.” Every beat of 
our heart and the most generous 
efforts of our Christian loyalty 
must all strive toward this final 
goal, the crown of a life of grace. 

Beloved Sons and Daughters, 
since this calm and delightful eve- 
ning conversation of ours is bring- 
ing us close to Our Heavenly 
Mother, let Our Words quietly di- 
rect your pious thoughts once more 
towards the joyful and holy mor- 
row before us: Conceptio Immacu- 
lata Beatae Mariae Virginis.5 The 
celebration of the great Mystery of 
the Immaculate Conception antici- 
pates the liturgical cycle of the 
coming year. The Feast of the 
Immaculate One leads us to Christ- 
mas and the Epiphany. You are 
aware that, in addition to these 
solemn and beloved customary fes- 
tivities, within a few weeks there 
is scheduled to begin the first part 
of that dual event comprised by the 
Roman Synod and the Ecumenical 
Council. The Roman Synod, in its 
particular form, will be the first of 
its kind in the religious and dioce- 
san history of Rome, and I am 
happy to say that this event is be- 


5“The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.”—Ed. 
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ing painstakingly prepared by the 
clergy. The larger and more solemn 
event, the Second Vatican Council, 
on the other hand, is intended to 
gather here, at the center of Chris- 
tianity, the very heart beat of the 
universal Church of Christ. 

There are great things in the off- 
ing: magnificent projects, which it 
is pleasing to see glow in the light 
of Mary Immaculate, as the whole 
world greets her, and as we too 
greeted her at the opening of this 
conversation, “quasi aurora con- 
surgens,”’ * luminous and resplend- 
ent as the dawn, to our eyes, to our 
hearts. 


A tradition resumed 


Beloved children of Rome and all 
who are listening to Us as the feast 
of the Immaculate One draws near! 

Think that ninety years ago to- 
day the Pope, Bishop of Rome— 
who was, at the time, the great 
Pontiff Pius IX—celebrated the 
Feast of Mary Immaculate in this 
Basilica of the Twelve Holy Apos- 
tles for the last time before outside 
events forced him to break a tradi- 
tion which had lasted four cen- 
turies. It had been inaugurated by 
Pope Sixtus IV (1471-1484), the 
first Pope from the Della Rovere 
family. 

We will not burden you with the 
thoughts this happy circumstance 
suggests to Our heart, which is 
deeply moved by the honor be- 
stowed on Our humble person and 
by the joy expressed by Our faith- 
ful people at the revival of this 


°“As the rising dawn.”—Ed. 
7“You are my strength.”—Ed. 
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beautiful tradition at this Apos- 
tolic Basilica. 


Mary, our strength 


The promises which Jesus Our 
Lord made to His Church are irre- 
vocable and eternal. A saintly arch- 
bishop and cardinal of our time 
whom We knew personally, Cardi- 
nal Andrea Carlo Ferrari, Arch- 
bishop of Milan, had the figure of 
Mary Immaculate placed on his 
coat-of-arms with the legend: “Tu 
fortitudo mea.” * 

Your Shepherd, with his eyes 
raised toward the vision of Mary 
Immaculate, is happy to dedicate to 
her the various projects which the 
Spirit of God and his solicitude for 
his flock are suggesting to him: 
and the Christian people rejoice 
with him, follow him, cooperate 
with him, and sing with him. 

Courage then, beloved children: 
we shall never be brought to con- 
fusion. “O Immaculata: tu forti- 
tudo nostra.” ® 


The Synod and Council 


The Bishop of Rome is thinking 
about and working for the mem- 
bers of his diocese, efficiently 
and affectionately assisted by his 
worthy Cardinal and Vicar Gen- 
eral, and by his active and zealous 
clergy. He is busy with the Roman 
Synod, toward which are also 
turned the eyes and the expecta- 
tions of many peoples all over the 
world, especially in those huge 
modern cities where enormous 
wealth and appalling poverty, sepa- 


*“Q Immaculate, you are our strength,”-——Ed. 
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rated by an almost impassable gulf, 
demand all the resourcefulness of 
a pastoral life that is more intense, 
more closely attended to, and more 
profound. 

The highest expectations and the 
deepest solicitude of the Pontiff of 
the Church of Christ are focused 
on the Ecumenical Council, which 
will be “The Second Vatican Coun- 
cil.” The fourfold title of the 
Church—one, holy, Catholic, and 
apostolic — measures exactly the 
scope of the great event, to which 
We shall have many opportunities 
to advert with Our words, Our 
writings, and Our prayers. 

Lift your hearts, beloved chil- 
dren: Immaculata fortitudo nos- 
tra. 


Cardinal Bessarion 


Allow Us a further remark. This 
luminous Basilica of the Twelve 
Holy Apostles houses in a noble 
tomb, near the altar of the Sacra- 
ment, the mortal remains of the 
first Titular Protcctor, Cardinal 
Giovanni Bessarion. Let it suffice 
that We are mentioning his name 
in connection with the prepara- 
tions for the Council. May the im- 
mortal spirit of this peerless apos- 
tle of Church unity, whom We like 
to contemplate as rejoicing in the 
supreme glory of God’s saints, give 
the final tone to Our invocation to 
the Mother of Jesus, Queen and 
our Immaculate Mother. 

Cardinal Bessarion (d. 1472) 
lived during the time of a most in- 
tensive campaign on the part of the 
Franciscan Fathers for the study 
and glorification of doctrine and 
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veneration concerning Mary Im- 
maculate. 

Beloved children, let us, with 
him, close our ranks around Our 
Mother of heaven and earth, as 
though in a harmonious and re- 
splendent choir, adding our voices 
to the voices of the Twelve Holy 
Apostles and especially to those of 
Philip and James, whose remains 
are venerated here, and to whom 
this ancient and splendid Basilica 
is dedicated. 


A prayer 


O Immaculate Virgin, radiant 
image of purity and grace, whose 
presence dissipates the darkness of 
the impending night and trans- 
ports us to the glories of Heaven, 
cast a benign look upon your de- 
voted children, who press closely 
around you. Morning Star, pre- 
pare our thoughts for the rising 
of the Sun of justice, which you 
brought into the world. Gate of 
Heaven, lift our hearts to desires 
for Paradise. Mirror of Justice, 
preserve in our hearts a love for 
divine grace, so that, humbly and 
cheerfully fulfilling the Christian 
vocation in our lives, we may be 
able to enjoy forever the friendship 
of the Lord and your motherly 
consolations. Amen. 


A blessing 


Beloved sons and daughters! 
Please accept, as a tangible token 
of heavenly blessings, Our Apos- 
tolic Benediction, which We whole- 
heartedly impart to you, to your 
dear ones, and, with an especially 
tender and affectionate regard, to 
your little ones, to the sick, to the 
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suffering, to the unemployed, and 
in particular to our generous 
young people, happy promise of to- 
morrow, that they may find, in 
their devotion to Mary Immaculate, 


support and inspiration for their 
ideals and the strength to become 
ever more chaste and ever more 
firm in their practice of the spir- 
itual life. 


A 




















The Works of Mercy 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Welfare Organizations of Rome 


L’odierno ritrovo 


ODAY’S meeting is particu- 

larly agreeable to Our heart, 

because it serves to bring Our 
youth back to Us once more. Just 
about fifty years ago, in 1911-1912, 
the works of mercy, of the present 
and past, were Our special interest, 
particularly those charities which 
the spirit of goodness of Our 
forefathers in Our birthplace had 
consolidated under the name of 
“Misericordia Maggiore.” } 

The result of those early inter- 
ests of Ours was a speech, which 
was very favorably received by the 
people of Our town and brought Us 
the honor of being invited to ex- 
pand that study for publication. 
The study was documented and de- 
tailed and was accorded an unusual 
privilege, that of being submitted 
to the most highly qualified experts 
in this field, who happened to be 
passing through Our town at that 
time. Allow Us to dwell for a mo- 
ment on a memory which still has 
the power to touch Our heart after 
a half-century. That publication 
of Ours, entitled “The Misericordia 
Maggiore in Bergamo, and other 
institutions, etc.” was sent to 
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February 21, 1960 


Milan, as a gift to Monsignor 
Achille Ratti, with whom We were 
already acquainted at the time. 
Praising the humble author far be- 
yond his merits, Monsignor Ratti 
wrote him, among other things: 
“IT am very grateful to you for 
this excellent study. This ‘Major 
Mercy’ which you described is just 
what I need and pray to God for, 
because I cannot be content with 
a ‘Minor Mercy.’ ” 

You can understand, Beloved 
Sons, how this meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the numerous works 
of mercy, which are scattered like 
beneficent stars in the firmament 
of Our holy City of Rome, deeply 
touches Our heart on account of 
this memory, and fills Us with 
satisfaction and spiritual elation. 


A joyous welcome 


Our heart rejoices in extending 
to you a fatherly and most hearty 
welcome, beloved children and 


members of the many and varied 
charitable organizations of Our 
Roman diocese. While listening to 
the enthusiastic words of the zeal- 
ous Vice-Regent for Rome, whom 
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We gratefully thank for his ex- 
pressions of filial devotion, We see 
before Us with Our mind’s eye all 
your benevolent institutes, like a 
many-colored field of flowers. 

That is why We enjoy dwelling 
upon your activities, which are 
distinguished by the constant prac- 
tice of the works of mercy. At the 
same time, We wish to convey to 
you Our warm congratulations, and 
to leave you with a few recollec- 
tions, which may assist and guide 
you in your daily labors. 


The world and the Church 


Just seeing before Us your large 
group, which represents many 
charitable organizations, toiling in 
the secret of their humility, their 
only reward the good they are do- 
ing—just the sight of you, We re- 
peat—brings to Our mind the con- 
trast between the spectacles flaunt- 
ed by the world, and the manifes- 
tations of the Church: on one side, 
the triumph of physical beauty and 
brawn, elegance of dress, and the 
enchantment of a fleeting hour; on 
the other side, the fulfillment of the 
precept of charity, in silent and 
diligent toil, burdensome, perhaps, 
but always rewarded with abun- 
dant fruits. This is a thought which 
deeply moves and charms Us. 

Let Us stress, at this point, that 
We are anything but unapprecia- 
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tive of the great artistic and sport- 
ing events and pageants, which at- 
tract crowds to city squares, thea- 
ters, and stadiums. On the con- 
trary, We express once more the 
hope that these means of mass ap- 
peal may be elevated to great and 
conscious instruments of culture, 
education, and wholesome recrea- 
tion. Furthermore, We would like 
to point out that, in this field, side 
by side with a few deviations 
which arouse Our concern, there is 
no lack of good will and sincere 
contribution to the improvement of 
society. 

However, the true manifesta- 
tions of goodness, those which 
leave an indelible mark upon the 
human family, are different; such 
manifestations are, above all, the 
kind made by you, beloved children! 
Indeed it often happens that We 
welcome a group of trained work- 
ers whose mere presence is a hymn 
to evangelical charity. 


The charities of a great city 


Your gathering here this morn- 
ing, however, is especially impres- 
sive for the number of individual 
participants and of organizations 
represented; it thus reveals to the 
eyes of the whole world the noble 
and precious array of the charities 
of a great city: a city which finds 
its true identity in sacred tasks, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 22-23, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered by the Holy Father to delegations from the various 
charitable and welfare organizations of Rome, known collectively as “The Works of 
Mercy.” In the address Pope John stresses the need for unity of action, an awareness 


of spiritual ends, and a sense of apostolic “mission.” 
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and is not impressed by manifes- 
tations of a different nature which 
make more noise but, while they 
may avoid doing particular harm 
to our souls, still do not leave be- 
hind any significant mark. 

This meeting, which is taking 
place today in the Hall of Benedic- 
tion, undoubtedly deserves and 
calls for a benediction, because it is 
a solemn display of the fourteen 
works of spiritual and corporal 
mercy : just to list them is to recall 
men to the highest ideals in life, to 
a purification of habits, and to 
brotherhood in action. 

Reflecting on your work and the 
place you occupy in the Church of 
God, We thought it would be ad- 
visable for Us to define certain 
characteristics, which We hold up 
for your meditation: unity in var- 
iety, supernatural spirit, and an 
apostolic mission. 

1) Unity in variety 

The most remarkable feature in 
the manifold formulation of your 
individual tasks, and in the ad- 
mirable blossoming of the most 
varied types of institutions, is 
the brotherly unity which binds 
them together, like the many-hued 
threads of a single beautiful tapes- 
try. You begin by announcing the 
truth—teaching the ignorant—and 
end by celebrating the sad funeral 
rites for the souls of the dead— 
burying the dead. You thus pass 
through all the intermediate vari- 
ations of the spiritual and mate- 
rial needs of your fellow men, in 
body and soul. 





*“Major Works of Mercy.”—Ed. 
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A bond of prayer 


No one is left out as a recipient 
of your charitable ministrations 
and as an object of your love. On 
the other hand, the people who per- 
form these works of mercy must be 
aided at all times by the super- 
natural grace which is invoked 
upon them by those devoted ex- 
clusively to prayer. And here you 
can see the strong tie which binds 
the various forms of militant or- 
ganizations to one another and to 
the great institutions of prayer; 
this bond becomes a sweet consola- 
tion when viewed in the light of the 
truth of the Mystical Body and of 
the Communion of Saints. 


Demands of the work 


The field is enormous, projects 
multiply, and activities often over- 
lap. The main requirements for 
this work are, therefore, discipline 
and willingness to cooperate with 
others, combined with good will, 
humility, and a sincere desire to 
do good; in fact, even the practice 
of charity may sometimes entail 
the acceptance of certain painful 
thorns which wound one’s sensi- 
tivity or one’s legitimate aspira- 
tions. 

However, all kinds of difficulties 
dissolve like a light cloud warmed 
by the sun at the thought that each 
one of you, in his field and at his 
post of duty, is doing his part with- 
out aspiring to personal satisfac- 
tion or gain, in harmonious unity 
of spirit and work with everyone 
else. Everyone “strikes the same 
bell” and joins with his brethren 
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in St. Paul’s sublime hymn to char- 
ity: it is patient, kind, not envious, 
not puffed up, not ambitious; does 
not seek its own interests, is not 
provoked to anger, thinks no 
evil; and bears with all things, be- 
lieves all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.? 


2) Supernatural spirit 


It is the supernatural spirit that 
gives your charitable work its true 
value, renders glory to God, and 
earns God’s favor, both on earth 
and in heaven. This is the trait 
that sets your work apart from 
that of all other welfare and phil- 
anthropic organizations—to which 
We would like to express here Our 
respect and good wishes. In fact, 
We like to think that these other 
organizations too are inspired by 
a desire to practice the doctrine 
contained in The Lord’s Prayer and 
in the Beatitudes. 


The final goal of charity 


However, while the final goal of 
purely secular institutions is public 
assistance in itself, for Christian 
organizations this same assistance 
is only a means—an invaluable one 
but yet only a means—to the end 
of realizing the twofold precept of 
charity: “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind... Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.”* Through 
charity the Christian draws closer 


* Cf. 1 Cor. 18, 4-7. 
® Matt. 22, 37 and 39. 
*1 Cor. 18, 3. 

° Cf. P. De Angelis, L’Ospedale di Santo Spirito in Saxia (Rome 1960), v. 1, p. 233. 
°1 John 4, 7 and 16. 
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to God and effectively sanctifies his 
own soul, 

It was on the occasion of a sta- 
tional visit to the Church of Santo 
Spirito in Sassia, in the year 1208 
on the First Sunday after the 
Epiphany Octave, that Our ancient 
and illustrious predecessor Inno- 
cent III delivered a commentary on 
the Gospel of the Wedding Feast of 
Cana. In the form of a pleasant 
allegory he stressed certain truths: 
“Surely, if a work of mercy is not 
accompanied by charity, it brings 
no profit to the man who performs 
it, even though it relieves its recip- 
ient. It is like water, not wine, 
since, as the Apostle says, ‘If I 
distribute all my goods to feed the 
poor ... yet do not have charity, it 
profits me nothing.’ * On the other 
hand, if the work of mercy is 
prompted by charity, then the 
water turns into wine, because the 
power of charity warms what was 
cold, flavors what was tasteless, 
and illumines what was dark. Thus, 
water is spiritually changed into 
wine, and what was naturally good 
becomes even better, and earns an 
eternal reward.” > 

Beloved Sons, let the wine of 
charity be the irreplaceable daily 
food of a supernatural life nour- 
ished by prayer, the Sacraments, 
and, especially, by an all-pervading 
Eucharistic life, close to Him Who 
is Love,* and became our sweet 
nourishment. 




















3) The apostolic mission 


The third mark which sets you 
apart is the apostolic mission which 
you are carrying out in invaluable 
cooperation with the hierarchy. 

From the very beginning of 
Christianity we find some who are 
engaged in administering the Sac- 
raments, in preaching, and in gen- 
eral performing the sacred tasks 
of the priesthood; while others are 
officially charged by the hierarchy 
with practicing the works of mercy. 
This is borne out by the admirable 
pages of the Acts of the Apostles, 
in which are apparent all the pas- 
toral solicitude of the Twelve, and 
all the fragrant zeal of the young 
deacons in charge of charities: and 
among them shines, like the morn- 
ing star, the figure of Stephen, 
“full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 7 

The spiritual beauty of this 
work, performed to assist in the 
care of souls, must be constantly 
before our eyes, lest we lose our 
zeal and good intentions. 


A remedy for evil 


We are sometimes dismayed. at 
the ease and levity with which ex- 
pressions of what We call the Anti- 
Commandments are spread and 
even exalted through the use of the 
powerful means of modern tech- 
nology, which should be inspired 
rather by a desire to cooperate in 
your tasks of the apostolate and of 
civilization. Of course, the Church 
never ceases to lift her voice in an 
appeal to her children not to let 
themselves be seduced or influenced 





" Acts 6, 5. 
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into stooping to compromises or 
into thinking that the contemptible 
prize of ill-gotten gains can be 
weighed, as it were, on the scales 
against the ruin of souls. 

Even while We continue to de- 
cry these evils, We do not wish to 
stop at words, but intend to sug- 
gest a remedy to these wretched 
abuses, in the form of the works of 
mercy ; also, We feel confident that 
the progress of evil can be arrested 
not by arguments, but rather by 
Christians proudly and lovingly 
displaying and practicing the treas- 
ures of Christian doctrine. 


The Church’s treasure 


Behold: on this holy Vatican hill 
the Church has been preserving for 
centuries enormous treasures of 
art, history, and literature; yet, 
her most authentic treasures, over 
which she watches with motherly 
concern, are the poor, the sick, the 
young, the weak, and the forgotten. 
It is in their behalf that the Church 
lifts her voice in a prayer for un- 
derstanding, protection, benevo- 
lence; it is to them that the Church 
sends her most willing and zealous 
sons and daughters, to wipe away 
their tears, to comfort their spirits, 
and to alleviate their sorrows. 

The Church calls you to this 
apostolate, to this mission; like the 
saintly Levite, Stephen, you too 
must be full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit, of grace and fortitude, in 
order to respond worthily to the 
hopes which are placed in you, and 
to carry out, in a continuous effort 
toward perfection, the different 
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tasks which are entrusted to your 
Christian spirit. 


Spiritual suffering 


Beloved Sons! You intend to al- 
leviate the sufferings of the body, 
but, as We well know, you do not 
forget those who, although not the 
central concern of your mission, 
are, unfortunately, the ones in 
greatest need and afflicted with 
the most contagious disease— 
We mean obstinate and rebellious 
sinners. We do not wish to dwell 
on the causes for concern and 
worry, which from time to time 
make themselves more acutely felt 
and fill Our heart with bitterness. 
However, let Us briefly mention the 
pernicious expressions of a certain 
section of the press—of which We 
spoke at length in Our address to 
the Catholic Jurists of Italy on De- 
cember 8th of last year *—a cer- 
tain type of unscrupulous motion 
picture, and a base and shameless 
worldliness which is often devoid 
of intelligence and common sense. 
We are thinking of the arguments 
proposed by many: for example, 
that there can be no curtailment of 
“the freedom or the rights of infor- 
mation,” nor of the alleged educa- 
tional capacity of a certain type of 
exhibitionism, an exhibitionism 
which is offensive to the eyes, to 
the feeling, and to the heart. 

The great confusion which ob- 
tains on this matter in some quar- 
ters makes heavy demands upon all 
Christians endowed with common 
sense, requiring that they be in- 
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flexible and’ determined in a diffi- 
cult and patient exercise of true 
charity, and that they take every 
opportunity to edify, correct, ele- 
vate. Playing with fire is always 
dangerous: “et qui amat periculum 
in illo peribit.” ® 

Beloved Sons! The multiplicity 
of harmonious and active enter- 
prises which you are representing 
before Us, prompts Us to express 
a sweet hope: namely, that Rome, 
as a diocese and as the center 
of Catholicism, will forever de- 
serve the beautiful title which was 
originally conferred upon her by 
Saint Ignatius: “praesidens uni- 
verso coetui caritatis,” presid- 
ing over all charities, and serving 
as example, incentive, and guide; 
in the light of what we have con- 
sidered today, she presides, not 
over one or several, but over all 
works of mercy. 


Example of Frederick Ozanam 


On December 17 of last year, 
during the public Consistory, We 
had the pleasure of listening to the 
peroration of the beatification 
cause of Frederick Ozanam. The 
teaching which this apostle of 
charity of the new age left behind 
is still valid today. Both he and 
his friends, in that distant year 
1883 in Paris, were already work- 
ing for great and beautiful ideals, 
indeed worthy of young Christian 
scholars; they were preparing for 
their future roles in society by 
means of noble, lofty studies. The 
faith which burned in the heart of 
Frederick and his friends made 


~ * A translation of this address begins on page 193 of this issue of TPS. 
*“And he that loveth danger shall perish in it.” (Eeclus. 3, 27)—Ed. 


” St. Ignatius ad Rom., Inscript.; MG 5, 685. 
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them realize, however, that their 
intellectual growth should be placed 
at the service of more thoughtful 
devotion to charity; only thus 
would the world of his time, which 
was just beginning to awake from 
a political and social upheaval, be 
made to believe in the vitality of 
Christianity and be again won to 
the Faith. 

Let the example of this lifelong 
and generous service, dear sons, be 
an incentive for you to do good and 
to devote yourselves tirelessly to 
alleviating the spiritual and ma- 
terial needs of your fellow men. 
Indeed, among all the great and 
praiseworthy deeds which can be 
performed in this world, a lifelong 
exercise of charity is the only deed 
which remains and burns bright 
for eternity: “caritas numquam 
excidit: charity never fails.” ™ 


The quality of love 
May it be in each one of you, 


*1 Cor. 13, 8. 
“% The Imitation of Christ, ITI, 5, 4. 





187 


remain and permeate you in the 
sweet manner described in The 
Imitation of Christ: “Love often 
knows no limit, but burns beyond 
every bound. Love feels no burden, 
reckons no toil, aims beyond its 
strength, never speaks of impossi- 
bility because it holds that all 
things are possible and allowable 
to it.’ 12 

We pray the Lord, beloved Sons, 
that the pure inspiration of Chris- 
tian love may accompany you in 
all your actions; and, to call 
upon each one of you an abundance 
of heavenly favors, We are happy 
to impart Our Apostolic Blessing 
to you, and extend it to your fam- 
ilies, and to all those who are serv- 
ing in the various institutions by 
your side, and also, with the same 
affection, to all those who are the 
objects of your solicitude and 
charity. 

















Four Brief Messages 
of Pope John XXIll 


National Catholic Congress in Cuba 


Most Beloved Cubans! This is your Father speaking to you from Rome. 
We wish to put a note of special affection in each one of Our words, so 
that your hearts may be filled with so much love of Christ that it will spread 
to your neighbors. 

We have been informed of the program you have scheduled for today. 
We know that you have prepared these solemnities with special works of 
charity; We have seen that the ideal of unity and of coordination prevails 
in your first National Catholic Congress and in the general assembly of the 
Catholic apostolate. All this fills Us with sincere joy. 

Serious events in the not too distant past have prompted you to gather 
at the foot of the altar in order to strengthen your unity in faith, in hope, 
and in charity. The Eucharist is a sacrament of love and unity. Those who 
nourish themselves with the same Bread that is Christ must have a single 
heart and a single soul. They must all feel themselves brothers before a 
single Father, all members of the same Mystical Body whose head is Christ. 

We say with St. Paul: ''Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, patience. Bear 
with one another and forgive one another, if anyone has a grievance against 
any other; even as the Lord has forgiven you, so also do you forgive. But 
above all these things have charity, which is the bond of perfection. And 
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; unto that peace, indeed, you 
were called in one body." (Col. 3, 12-15) 

The face of the earth could change if true charity reigned. Such is the 
charity of the Christian who shares the sorrows and sufferings of the un- 
fortunate, who seeks their happiness, their salvation, as well as his own. Such 
is the charity of the Christian, convinced that his possessions have a social 
function and that to use what is superfluous to his needs in favor of one who 
does not have the necessities is not an optional act of generosity but a duty. 
Such is the charity that always finds a new way of proving love; the charity 
that surges from the depths of the soul; the charity of the person who, with 
every fiber of his heart, thinks well, seeks good, does good to others, to his 
neighbor, in whom he sees the Divine Master. 

The life of people together, and social order, depend for their greatest 
support on a variety of works that are guided toward the common good by 
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the conviction of the members of the community. When anxiety and distress 
keep old injuries fresh, this charity calls for definite measures: friendship, 
esteem, mutual respect; an interior attitude, a continuous dialogue, pardon 
without distinction, a reconciliation that must be rebuilt day by day and hour 
by hour over the ruins of selfishness and misunderstanding. 

If hatred has borne the bitter fruit of death, there must be a rekindling 
of that Christian love which is the only thing that can smooth out so much 
bitterness, overcome such tremendous dangers and alleviate so much suffer- 
ing. This love, the fruit of which is harmony and unanimity of opinion, will 
consolidate social peace. All institutions intended to advance this cooper- 
ation, however well conceived they appear, receive their basic stability from 
a mutual spiritual bond. That bond comes from the awareness of men that 
they are members of one great family because they have the same heavenly 
Father and the same mother, Mary. 

We expect much from your Assembly of the Lay Apostolate. The de- 
cisions of these days are for the fostering of unity and coordination in 
all apostolic activities, in an attempt to save the Christian face of Cuba 
and guarantee her Catholic traditions. These decisions will have charity 
as their common denominator and will draw greater effectiveness from that 
charity which each one of you lives and puts into practice within the frame- 
work of your organizations. 

We greatly desire at this time to place the whole of Cuba at the feet of 
her beloved patroness, Our most blessed Lady of Charity of Cobre, so that 
her love may reign in the soul of every Cuban, so that she may bless their 
homes, and so that cloudless days of peace and tranquility may once 
again shine on that beloved island. 

May this fervent prayer fly from Our lips and from your souls to the 
Heavenly Queen. Meanwhile, with an abundance of affection, there goes 
to all of you, most beloved Cubans, Our paternal apostolic blessing. 

—John XXIll. Broadcast to the First National 
Catholic Congress in Cuba. November 29, 1959. 


Mother Seton and the United States 


. . The life of Elizabeth Seton is an illustration of evangelical charity, a virtue 
that shone brightly in her life even before her conversion, when she was ful- 
filling her role as a housewife. As devoted and faithful wife, as wise educator 
of her children, and as patient organizer of household functions "in prosperity 
and adversity," she already shone with a resplendent light, worthy of our 
admiration. 

Then when the fiery arrow of charity pierced her heart she saw that the only 
path for her was the perfect imitation of Him who became man and died on 
the Cross for our sake. 

At the present time, some ten thousand Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, 
the order she founded, are engaged in many different activities, in which they 
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hold on high the burning lamp that she carried in the service of God and 
humanity. Their enthusiasm promises an ever broader, holier, and more 
apostolic sphere of influence. . . . 

May God grant that her divine message of love prepare the ground for 
future generations to grow in awareness of the obligations implied by the 
Chistian calling. It was a love whose expressions were numerous, a love which 
did not falter before any person or before any obstacle, however trying. 

During the closing months of this year Our encounters with the sons of 
North America, gathered here for the centennial festivities of the North 
American College (which was moved up to the Janiculum a few years ago) 
have been among our greatest joys. The college building is a magnificent 
structure, whose open face and bright eyes, as it were, are turned toward the 
Vatican hill, St. Peter's, and the Apostolic Palace. 

Our conversations with the venerable Shepherds of dioceses; Our acquain- 
tance with numerous priests who were trained in Rome for their pastoral func- 
tions and for the service of souls in their native country; the serene happiness 
of the young students eagerly awaiting the spiritual mission which is before 
them and for which they are being educated here; and, last but not least, 
the encounters with many other sons of America, whom We meet almost 
every day in this Our residence—all opened Our heart to the most sincere 
admiration for what is being done by the Catholic Church in the United 
States in God's honor and service. The most hopeful and wonderful vistas 
have been opened up for the attainment of Christ's kingdom, for that which is 
expressed in the phrase "adveniat regnum tuum" in the Sunday prayer. 

In the midst of the happy and spontaneous emotions of such encounters, 
We were reminded of the noble, distinguished figure of Elizabeth Seton, whom 
We have heard praised, during the solemn sessions of the past. few days, as 
the foremost flower of holiness in North America, just as Saint Rose of Lima 
has long been called that in South America. 

Indeed, this happy portent of the coming glorification of Elizabeth Seton 
fills Our heart with uncommon joy. .. . 

—John XXIII. Excerpt from an address at the proclamation of 
Mother Elizabeth Seton as venerable. December 18, 1959. 


To American school children 


lt was a year ago that We addressed Our first message to you, Our dear 
children in the Catholic schools of America. Now, We write to you once 
again and We feel that We know you a little better than We did last year. 

During 1959 the Bishops of the United States came to Rome to make their 
regular five year visit and We had the pleasure of meeting with all of them. 
They told Us about the prayers which the children in America were offering 
for the Common Father and for his intentions. We were much consoled to 
learn of your prayers for Us, because We know that God will hear you and 
bestow on the Church His blessings and His unfailing protection. 
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For many years now, at the beginning of Lent, the Vicar of Christ has 
talked to you and has written to you about the children all over the world 
who have not been as fortunate as you. We know that you are interested 
in these children and that you are willing to show your love for them helping 
them in whatever way you can; We Ourselves saw the fruits of your gen- 
erosity last year, when your contributions in money and in clothing enabled 
Us to assist countless families who were in need. 

Even today, while you are enjoying the many gifts that God in His Provi- 
dence has given to you and to your great nation, there are still millions of 
children who are suffering. Many do not have the proper food to be well; 
many others have not enough clothing to protect them when the bitter 
winter comes; and in numberless cases, this is made worse because their 
homes are little more than shacks and hovels. The reason for this is that 
many had to flee persecution and they were forced to leave all their belong- 
ings behind. In the confusion of war and oppression, many have lost their 
fathers and mothers and have been deprived of the love of fond parents. 
They have no homes and no schools such as you have, and often they know 
very little about God and therefore they have little chance of loving Him. 

And so We come to you to encourage you to continue helping your dear 
friends in Christ. You can do this, first of all, by praying for them: ask God 
to protect these children and to keep them from sin and its occasions; plead 
with Him on their behalf that they may have the strength to resist the 
temptations threatening their souls. We are sure that God will not refuse 
your pleas, because they come from hearts which are pure and dedicated 
to Him. 

Secondly, during Lent, which is a time of penance and sacrifice, you can 
help them materially by giving them gifts. Through their organization called 
the Catholic Relief Services, your Bishops have been sending aid to suffering 
peoples all over the world for years, because the Catholics in America have 
been very generous and sympathetic. You might be tempted to say that 
your offerings are too small to do any good; but when you remember that 
there are so many of you, you will realize that your contributions, whether 
clothing, coins, or whatever you give, can mount up to relief supplies of 
considerable size. Through your beloved Bishops and their organization, you 
can be very effective in assisting these suffering children. If it were possible 
We would like to tell you of the many heart-rending appeals which reach Us 
every day, and which cause Us much sorrow. We feel confident that help 
will soon reach them, because you have been so generous in the past, and 
We are certain that you will try to do your best again this year. Your priests 
and sisters will tell you how you can play your part. 

These poor suffering children will be able to be happy when they receive 
your help, and they will pray for you and beseech God to continue to bless 
you and your families and your great country. Christ said whatever you do 
to the least of these, you do to Him (cf. Matt. 25, 40). You can be sure 
that Our Divine Lord will reward you very liberally in proportion to your 
generosity in giving. 
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In order to show Our appreciation and gratitude for your prayers and for 
the assistance which you have given Us, We extend to you and to your 
teachers, parents and families Our fatherly blessing as a pledge of copious 
graces and favors from Our Lord. 


—John XXIII. To the school children of the United 
States. From the Vatican, February 9th, 1960. 


Blessings of the Eucharist 


. . . the Eucharist and the priesthood . What enlightenment there is in the 
wedding of these two words! What food for thought, what a source of deep 
joy for the believing soul as it contemplates the sublime realities which they 
express! Close to the Host, the priest who consecrates It; near the hidden 
Christ, the mysterious power of him who makes Him present. The main 
aspects of this inexhaustible theme—The Eucharist and Vocation, The Eucharist 
and Sacrifice, The Eucharist and The Apostolate—will be proposed for your 
meditation during this congress. 

To your reflections will be added your fervent prayers. You will ask the 
God of the Eucharist to bless your country with ever more numerous vocations 
to the priesthood; you will also form the resolution to do what you can, 
in your families or your institutions, to hasten the dawn of this day. And the 
Lord will bless your prayers and efforts. 

May We offer you yet another suggestion? In addition to the solemn 
celebration of Holy Mass and the general Communion of different groups of 
the faithful, is a Eucharistic Congress anything other than a long and fervent 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament''? Now you must have observed, as We have, 
that in our day many souls neglect this touching practice of Catholic life, 
which is so dear to pious souls and which consists in recollecting oneself in 
silence at the foot of the Tabernacle in order to restock one's soul with God's 
gifts. There are even some who, led by ideas foreign to traditional piety, 
seem to look upon this practice as of minor importance. 

lt is Our fond wish that all participating in the congress at Lyons return to 
their homes convinced of the excellence of this practice and strive to make it 
appreciated and loved by others. Pause for a moment and think of the long 
hours which St. John Vianney spent in the beginning of his pastoral life, alone 
in his church before the Blessed Sacrament; think of the outpourings of faith 
and love of this great soul at the feet of his Master, and of the marvelous 
fruits of sanctity which he and so many others received as a result of these 
ardent Eucharistic prayers. There is no doubt that a flood of graces would 
descend on your families and on your country if more and more souls, 
enlightened and supported by the example of their shepherds, would become 
docile pupils in the school of the holy Curé of Ars. . 


—John XXIII. Excerpt from a message to the Na- 
tional Eucharistic Congress of France. July 5, 1959. 














The Law and Freedom of the Press 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Union of Italian Catholic Jurists 


Siamo particolarmente 


ELOVED SONS, it gives Us 

a very special pleasure today 

to greet this distinguished 
gathering of men who bear the 
honorable and responsible title of 
Catholic Jurists. You have come 
to Rome for the tenth in this series 
of annual conventions that your 
association has organized; this in 
itself is a sign of your serious 
attitude toward your obligations 
and of the continued interest and 
devotion that you have lavished on 
your common aims and efforts— 
and with good results. 

And so We want to express Our 
most sincere congratulations for 
the program that you have been 
carrying out with so much ability 
and idealism. You are aware of 
just how important your mission 
really is and you are trying to 
live up to it to the fullest possible 
extent, with the help of God and of 
your own fearless consciences. 


The meaning of “jurist” 


As a matter of fact, the first 
thing that the title “jurist” stands 


December 8, 1959 


for is a highly qualified person, 
outstanding for his stability and 
his sensitivity. It means someone 
with an intellectual and moral de- 
velopment that has its roots in the 
fertile generous years of a thought- 
ful youth, someone who is con- 
stantly engaged in the struggle for 
spiritual improvement. 

“Jurist” means someone who is 
a strict interpreter of the law: a 
guardian and defender of juridical 
principles; a tireless worker and 
planner for a development of law 
that will be anchored in the two 
tablets of divine law that bore the 
expression and seal of the natural 
law that had been carved into ev- 
ery human soul by the creative 
hand of God. The jurist must ap- 
ply these commandments to the 
endless variety of specific cases 
that arise in daily living, and at 
the same time determine what 
sanctions are to be applied to them, 
in imitation of God who is “a “just, 
strong and wise judge.” 1 

Your position as practicing 
Catholics with deep convictions 
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throws a special light on your mis- 
sion—which we do not hesitate to 
call a true and lofty vocation. For 
it finds its consecration and cul- 
mination in a faithful adherence 
to the laws of God and of His 
Church. 


A crucial problem 


Apart from all this, the theme of 
your convention, “Freedom of the 
Press and the Law,” has attracted 
Our special attention and offered 
Us one more specific proof of the 
seriousness of your aims and ef- 
forts. For some time now, you 
have been concentrating your stud- 
ies on this particular question and 
you have dedicated to it a number 
of scholarly articles in your own 
professional publications. It stands 
as one of the truly crucial prob- 
lems facing the social life of today, 
and We are grateful to you for 
having brought it back to the at- 
tention of the legal world once 
again. 

Some time back, while We were 
still on the Throne of St. Mark 
and serving as President of the 
Conference of Bishops from the 
Three Venices, We had considered 
the idea of issuing a carefully 
thought-out and significant state- 
ment on this complicated problem 
of the press, in the name of all the 
Bishops of the Three Venices. 
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And now that the Lord has seen 
fit to bring Us here, We often find 
Ourselves thinking of it; for each 
and every day, We come into con- 
tact with printed material: news- 
papers and magazines; books and 
reviews; and lists of religious and 
moral evaluations of books. 


The healthy world of Bergamo 


With this in mind, We would 
like to take you into Our confidence 
in the simple fashion of a father 
speaking to his dear and devoted 
sons and tell you of one of Our 
memories. We can never tear Our 
hearts away from the simple, 
healthy little world in which God 
willed to have Us open Our eyes 
to this mortal light. From the 
time of Our early youth onwards, 
We found Ourselves steeped in a 
family and diocesan tradition that 
was always open to the knowledge 
of what was true and beautiful; it 
developed an attitude that was al- 
ways friendly and receptive toward 
the traditions and the old and new 
stories that spring up around the 
life of a region and do so much to 
form a lasting record of the cus- 
toms and habits of a people. And 
going back in Our mind’s eye over 
the things We saw and heard and 
over the people who lived around 
Us, We can honestly and joyfully 
say that through all those younger 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 9-10, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This talk was delivered to delegates from the Tenth National Study Convention of 
the Union of Italian Catholic Jurists. The theme of the convention was “Freedom of the 


Press and the Law.” 
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years, Our spirit never had to face 
words or pictures or stories that 
would have upset it. We can give 
personal testimony of the upright- 
ness, the decency and the delicacy 
of conscience of those who were 
near and dear to Us and of the 
people among whom We lived; and 
this was true not only of the clergy 
end teachers with whom We came 
in contact—as could be expected— 
but also of laymen from the most 
varied classes and groups; and 
these were laymen whose fate it 
was to live in stormy and hostile 
times, and in conditions that were, 
at least in some respects, less favor- 
able than those facing the Catholic 
laity of today! 


Causes for concern 


As he recalls the healthy outlook 
of times like those, can the Pope— 
whose heart feels the full weight 
of the spiritual responsibilities en- 
trusted to him, even if his cus- 
tomary calm may hide his worries 


* from the eyes of the faithful—can 


the Pope, We repeat, remain in- 
different to the rapid spread of 
certain kinds of stories and adver- 
tisements, or to the raking up of 
old news-events in a romanticized 
form that has nothing at all to do 
with honest instruction or decent 
information? Won’t his heart suf- 
fer at the thought of the poison 
that is being offered to so many 
innocent creatures and to inexpe- 
rienced and impetuous adolescents 
with a free and easy hand by 
means of stories and pictures and 


1 Ps, 7, 11. 
2 Matt. 18, 6-7. 
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accounts that not only pay no at- 
tention to any knowledge of what 
is true, or to the attractiveness of 
what is good or to a portrayal of 
what is beautiful but even seem 
deliberately and ostentatiously to 
exclude them? 

One who has the task of apprais- 
ing the things of this world ac- 
cording to the lofty standard of 
God’s laws and of the protection 
of the moral beauty of souls can- 
not fail to recall solemnly those 
terrible words of Jesus: “If any- 
one hurts the conscience of one of 
these little ones, that believe in me, 
he had better have been drowned 
in the depths of the sea, with a 
millstone hung about his neck. Woe 
to the world, for the hurt done to 
consciences . . . woe to the man 
through whom it comes!” ? 

This is why We are so concerned, 
and why We are offering the fol- 
lowing points to parents and edu- 
cators, government officials, legis- 
lators and jurists, manufacturers 
and industrialists ; We address this 
plea to them with firmness and 
with full confidence in the good 
will and right intentions of each 
of them. 


A clear conscience 


1) The first thing needed is a 
clear conscience, that constantly 
draws its inspiration from a prop- 
er sense of balance, that does not 
lean toward insensitivity or lax- 
ness. 

The right to truth and to a prop- 
er orientation toward an objective 
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moral standard based on unchange- 
able divine laws, comes before all 
other rights and needs. Freedom 
of the press must fit in with 
this respect for divine laws (which 
are reflected in human ones) and 
be controlled by it, just as indivi- 
dual liberties must fit in with an 
observance of the requirement of 
positive prescriptions. And just as 
it is not right for a free citizen— 
simply because he is free—to dam- 
age or do violence to the liberties, 
the goods, or the life of his neigh- 
bor, neither is it right for the 
press—under the pretext that it 
must remain free—to carry on a 
daily, systematic attack on the re- 
ligious and moral health of man- 
kind. 

All other exigencies — whether 
they involve profit, or the dissemi- 
nation of news—must be subject to 
these‘ basic laws. 


Formative role of the press 


This clear conscience must be 
combined with a precise under- 
standing of the particular mission 
of each [type of publication]. This 
mission is not only informative but 
also formative—which means it 
aims at giving an education. As 
a matter of fact, no one can deny 
that the organs of the press are 
more than a means for expressing 
public opinion; they are also in- 
struments that direct or form, and 
hence sometimes deform, public 
opinion. 

Now education is nothing more 
than respect for human values; 
this respect is built up gradually, 
but can also be undermined if it is 
not adequately defended from sin- 
ful inclinations. According to the 
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ancient notion of Socrates that still 
holds good, this education consists 
in drawing something forth from 
the depths of the human spirit and 
bringing it out to light, to life, to 
perfection: it does not consist in 
injecting poison, in making a de- 
liberate effort to stir up evil incli- 
nations, in contributing toward be- 
clouding, or even oppressing and 
debasing, human dignity! 
Necessary limitations 

2) A clear conscience of this 
kind will, on its own, call for and 
readily accept the limitations that 
are needed to keep the rights of 
the press within the bounds of re- 
spect for law and order. These 
limitations apply to corrupt styles 
of language or portrayal, to stimu- 
lation of desires for what is sensa- 
tional or forbidden, to the unre- 
strained pursuit of profits and to 
the thoughtlessness and superficial- 
ity that will rob a child or an ado- 
lescent of his innocence and then 
justify the whole thing by saying 
that this was bound to happen any- 
way. 

In dealing with this, it is better 
for Us to be explicit, and not sur- 
render to an attitude that would 
amount to human respect, if not ac- 
tual connivance and complicity on 
Our part. There are many pens 
which are being guided not by any 
love for wisdom or culture or truth 
in what they write but rather by 
the unhealthy flame that comes 
from certain passions, and by an 
uncontrolled desire for publicity 
and money that remains deaf to the 
pleas of conscience that it can never 
completely silence. 
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The offenses 


Can it ever be right to go ahead 
and take details and descriptions 
that ought to be reserved for scien- 
tific police studies and for the 
courts and throw them out to sat- 
isfy idle curiosity? Is it ever right 
to take every possible kind of crim- 
inal act, including those that ought 
to be cloaked with a veil of silence, 
and use them as an occasion for 
descriptions and detailed accounts 
that amount to nothing more or 
less than a training course in crime 
and an incentive to vice? This kind 
of public disclosure, which seems 
to follow a vicious set of rules all its 
own, has reached proportions that 
are so alarming and so frightening 
(in certain fields in particular) 
that the only possible explanation 
for it is that a deliberate attempt 
is being made to make violent im- 
pressions on the senses and force 
an entry into minds, with no 
thought of the wounds that are 
thereby being inflicted on the soul. 


Limitation by law 


A careful consideration of this 
pitiful situation must lead the au- 
thorities and responsible groups to 
an important and inescapable con- 
clusion: that there must be some 
limits set for exercise of freedom 
of the press. And these limitations 
must be carefully determined on 
the basis of the law and by means 
of it, if an area that is so delicate, 
so important and so decisive for 
the future of all nations is not to 
be left to the whim of makeshift 
arrangements, of undependable 
self-control (of which We hear so 
much nowadays), or worst of all, 


of insincerity and prostitution. 

It is up to you, beloved sons, who 
have spent this convention in 
studying this problem with the 
hope of making constructive sug- 
gestions, to lend your learning and 
your authority as Catholic jurists 
to the work of finding a solution 
for this very serious problem. 


Positions and a program 


3) Finally, clear positions and 
a positive program are necessary. 
As a rule, Our own natural dispo- 
sition and inclination does not lead 
Us to favor the use of strong terms 
in dealing with the complicated sit- 
uations of social life, as long as 
there is any solid hope for a change 
for the better. But in this matter, 
We feel obliged to speak Our whole 
mind and to entrust Our worries 
and Our hopes to those who are 
sons and brothers of Ours, either 
by reason of their practice of the 
Catholic faith, or simply as human 
beings who sincerely agree with 
Us in this question of the degen- 
eration of part of the press and of 
the attitude to be adopted toward 
writers who are not worthy of the 
name. 

Firm Positions 

These are the firm positions re- 
quired of Catholics: do not be 
afraid to be labelled “scrupulous” 
or far-fetched when you adopt an 
attitude of disapproval toward cer- 
tain kinds of publications. Do not 
buy these evil publications, do not 
praise them, do not favor them, do 
not even mention them. Do not be 
afraid to use every means to bring 
this particular sector [of the press] 
into line with human, civilized 
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standards, not to mention Chris- 
tian ones. Catholics and everyone 
else who has a decent conscience 
and a sincere desire to be of help 
to society are called upon to play 
a role in this work of standing firm 
in defense of these standards; and 
sins of omission should be consid- 
ered particularly serious in this re- 
gard. 


A positive program 


As for a positive program to 
carry out, We have to admit that 
even though legislation has taken 
giant steps in defending the rights 
of the human person, it has not 
carried over into the area of the 
press. And yet there, too, We are 
dealing with a basic right and one 
which affects personal liberty, and 
as Our predecessor Pius XII point- 
ed out in 1947, “the safeguarding 
of this liberty is the aim of every 
legal code worthy of thename .. . 
It would amount to having the law 
give free rein to license if the press 
were to be permitted .. . to tram- 
ple on the basic religious and mor- 
al principles of the people. You 
do not have to be a Christian to 
understand a principle like this and 
admit it. All that you need is a 
cool, calm use of reason and a 
healthy sense of law and moral- 
ity.” 8 

All of these conventions, private 
discussions, studies, and publica- 
tions should try to throw light on 
this matter, convince people of it, 
and clear the air with regard to it. 

A realization of his own person- 
al responsibility will be a great in- 
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centive for every man of learn- 
ing—as well as for anyone else 
with good will and clear vision— 
to act quickly and act well, and to 
devote himself to the work with an 
apostolic spirit. Love of truth, the 
firmness of his own convictions, 
and a sincere zeal for souls will 
urge on everyone who holds dear 
the honor of the Church and sal- 
vation of the human race. 


Encouragement 


May your work on this program 
be inspired by the words of the 
Apostle: “Let us not be discour- 
aged, then, over our acts of char- 
ity; we shall reap when the time 
comes, if we persevere in them. 
Let us practice generosity to all, 
while the opportunity is ours; and 
above all, to those who are of one 
family with us in the faith.” ¢ 

Beloved sons! We have shared 
Our deepest cares and concerns 
with you, and simply doing it has 
afforded Us some relief, as if a 
weight had been lifted from Our 
soul: “dixit et liberavi animam 
meam.” And now We take comfort 
in knowing that you fully under- 
stand just how serious these prob- 
lems really are, and are intent on 
doing something to remedy the sit- 
uation. 

Keep on with your studies and 
keep on giving a wonderful exam- 
ple. To help you in your trying la- 
bors, encourage you in your resolu- 
tions and strengthen and console 
your consciences, We call down the 
fullness of the divine gifts upon 
you through the maternal interces- 


3 Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, VIII (January 8, 1947), p. 369. 


4 Gal. 6, 9-10. 
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sion of the Immaculate Virgin, 
Mother of Good Counsel. 

As a pledge of the heavenly fa- 
vors We have called down, We are 
happy to impart to you, to your 


worthy president, to all the mem- 
bers of the Association of Italian 
Catholic Jurists, and to all who are 
dear to you, Our propitiatory Apos- 
tolic Blessing. 








To streetcar operators and bus drivers 


Your request of the Pope to give his Apostolic Benediction from this balcony 
one last time at the year's end happily and meaningfully concludes the many 
benedictions given during the past year. 

The streetcar operators of Rome are very dear to Us. And We want you to 
know that when We glance from Our window, We often happen to catch sight 
of streetcars and buses leaving or passing through Saint Peter's, or arriving 
at this Vatican hill. And We think of you who nobly render so useful a service 
not only to the citizens of this city but also to pilgrims and visitors, and Our 
heart is filled with respect and gratitude. We take pleasure in mentioning, too, 
that sometimes as We leave the Vatican, We have noticed you greeting the 
Pope with a wave of your cap or your hand, with typically Roman warmth. 
And We wish to tell you how We appreciate this filial gesture. 

In life's inevitable difficulties and in times of bitterness, dear sons, consider 
that you have a very fine, necessary task to perform, to which a just value is 
universally given, because it is part of society's larger activity. Usually, for- 
eigners receive their first impressions of Rome and its people from you. And 
whether you are young or old, you do yourselves honor by keeping the 
prestige of your profession high, and by generating the happy feeling that 
everything that makes it easier for people to come together has a place i in a 
civilization that takes its substance and name from Christ. 

From Our heart We return your welcome good wishes for the end of the 
year and for a good new year, and We assure you of a very special remem- 
brance in Our Mass tomorrow morning. As you were marching here to St. 
Peter's Square in a happy group, dear'sons, We were thinking of all those things 
that the music of your band must have evoked for you courageous youths and 
brave men of honest families: old parents, children—particularly the children 
—and, also, hidden grief and unsatisfied wishes. 

Our thoughts turn with tenderness, dear children, to the fact that you come 
from the Church of the Gesi. This name is the cornerstone of the centuries; 
it is the people's light; it is the first name We shall speak tomorrow morning; 
and it will be the name of hope and certainty during the last hour of Our life. 

Therefore We express for you a beautiful and encouraging wish in the words 
of St. Bernard: ‘Jesus, the taste of sweetness in the mouth; the sound of music 
to the ear; the shout of gladness in the heart.'’ (Sermo S. Bernardi Abb.—S. 
15 super Cant. circa med.) 

So be it tonight; so be it tomorrow, during the new year, and forever. 

—John XXIII. To the streetcar operators and bus drivers of Rome. 
December 31, 1959. 














Peace on Earth 





The Christmas Broadcast of Pope John XXill to the World 


Eccoci a Natale 


ENERABLE BRETHREN, 

dear children! Christmas is 

with us, the second Christmas 
of Our pontificate. Gazing at the 
scene from afar, united in spirit 
with Mary and Joseph on the road 
to Bethlehem, we taste, a few days 
in advance, the sweetness which 
comes to us from the angelic hymn 
announcing the heavenly peace of- 
fered to all men of good will. And 
thus, from day to day, We reflect 
that the road to Bethlehem truly 
marks the path for the right ap- 
proach to that peace which is on 
the lips, in the eager desires, and 
in the hearts, of all. 


An invitation 


The liturgy has reminded and ex- 
horted us with a joyful invitation; 
in the words of Pope Leo the Great, 
“Exult in the Lord, dear people; 
lift up your hearts in spiritual joy, 
for the day of redemption is being 
renewed, the day of age-long expec- 
tation, of the announcement of the 
happiness that has no end.”! And 
at the same time—as if in chorus 
with that solemn and touching 
voice which comes to us from the 
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fifth century—we hear rising in 
unison, as it were, the imploring 
voices of the supreme pontiffs who 
ruled the Church both before and 
after the two wars that tore hu- 
manity apart in our generation. 
We hear the very recent words of 
the nineteen Christmas messages 
of our Holy Father, Pius XII of 
ever dear and happy memory. 

We hear an unending invitation, 
then, to hasten our steps along the 
road to Bethlehem, which is the 
road of peace for us. 


Human efforts 


In the world of today, how many 
roads of peace have been proposed 
and imposed? And how many roads 
have been suggested even to Us, 
who rejoice indeed, with Mary and 
Joseph, in the sure knowledge of 
Our path and have no fear of the 
possibility of going astray? 

From World War II right up to 
the present time, what a variety of 
utterances, what an abuse of this 
sacred word, “peace, peace.” 2 

We pay homage to the good will 
of the many guides and proclaim- 
ers of peace in the world: states- 
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men, experienced diplomats and in- 
fluential writers. 

But human efforts in the matter 
of universal peacemaking are still 
far from the point where heaven 
and earth meet. 

The fact is that true peace can- 
not come save from God. It has 
only one name: the peace of Christ. 
It has one aspect, that impressed 
on it by Christ who, as if to antici- 
pate the counterfeits of man, em- 
phasized: “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give to you.” ® 


CHRISTIAN PEACE 


The appearance of true peace is 
threefold : 


Peace of heart 


Peace of heart: peace is before 
all else an interior thing, belonging 
to the spirit, and its fundamental 
condition is a loving and filial de- 
pendence on the will of God. “Thou 
hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, 
and our heart is restless till it rests 
in Thee.” 4 

All that weakens, that breaks, 


that destroys this conformity and 


union of wills is opposed to peace. 
Chief among such disrupters is 
wrongdoing, sin. “Who hath re- 
sisted him, and hath had peace?’ > 
Peace is the happy legacy of those 
who keep the divine law. “Much 


peace have they who love thy 
law.” ® 

For its part, good will is simply 
the sincere determination to re- 
spect the eternal laws of God, to 
conform oneself to His command- 
ments and to follow His paths—in a 
word, to abide in truth. This is the 
glory which God expects to receive 
from man. “Peace among men of 
good will.” ? 


Social peace 


Social peace: this is solidly 
based on mutual and reciprocal re- 
spect for the personal dignity of 
man. The Son of God was made 
man, and His redeeming act con- 
cerns not only mankind as a whole, 
but also the individual man. 

He “loved me and gave him- 
self up for me.” Thus spoke St. Paul 
to the Galatians. And if God has 
loved man to such a degree, that 
indicates that man belongs to Him 
and that the human person has an 
absolute right to be respected. ;;: 

Such is the teaching of the 
Church, which, for the solution of 
these social questions, has always 
fixed her gaze on the human person 
and has taught that things and in- 
stitutions—goods, the economy,'the 
state—are primarily for man; n 
man for them. : 

The disturbances which unsettle 
the internal peace of nations trace 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 24, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
by TPS staff, based on one by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This broadcast was made a few moments after the traditional exchange of Christ- 
mas greetings between the Holy Father and the College of Cardinals. In his address 


Pope John exhorts the world to a truly Christian peace, individual, social, and inter- 
national. 
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their origins chiefly to this source: 
that man has been treated almost 
exclusively as a machine, a piece 
of merchandise, a worthless cog in 
some great machine or a mere pro- 
ductive unit. 

It is only when the dignity of the 
person comes to be taken as the 
standard of value for man and his 
activities that the means will exist 
to settle civil discord and the often 
profound divisions between, for ex- 
ample, employers and the em- 
ployed. Above all, it is only then 
that the means will exist to secure 
for the family those conditions of 
life, work and assistance which can 
make it better directed to its func- 
tion as a cell of society and the pri- 
mary community instituted by God 
Himself for the development of the 
human person. 

No peace will have solid founda- 
tions unless hearts nourish the sen- 
timent of brotherhood which ought 
to exist among all who have a com- 
mon origin and are called to the 
same destiny. The knowledge that 
they belong to the same family ex- 
tinguishes lust, greed, pride and 
the instinct to dominate others, 
which are the roots of dissensions 
and wars. It binds all in a single 
bond of higher and more fruitful 
solidarity. 


International peace 
International peace: the basis of 
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international peace is, above all, 
truth. For in international rela- 
tions, too, the Christian saying is 
valid: “The truth shall make you 
free.” ® 

It is necessary, then, to overcome 
certain erroneous ideas: the myths 
of force, of nationalism, or of other 
things that have poisoned fraternal 
life among peoples. And it is nec- 
essary that peaceful “living-to- 
gether” be based on moral princi- 
ples and be in accord with the 
teaching of right reason and of 
Christian doctrine. 

Along with and enlightened by 
truth, should come justice. This re- 
moves the causes of quarrels and 
wars, solves the disputes, fixes the 
tasks, defines the duties and gives 
the answer to the claims of each 
party. 

Justice in its turn must be inte- 
grated and sustained by Christian 
charity. That is, love should be for 
one’s neighbor and one’s own peo- 
ple, not concentrated on one’s self 
in an exclusive egotism which is 
suspicious of another’s good. But it 
ought to expand and reach out 
spontaneously toward the commu- 
nity of interests, to embrace all 
peoples and to interweave common 
human relations. Thus it will be 
possible to speak of living together, 
and not of mere coexistence which, 
precisely because it is deprived of 


1Serm. XX in Nativitate Domini, PL 54, 193. 


* Jer. 6, 14. 
* John 14, 27. 


*St. Augustine, Confessions 1, I, 1, 1; PL 32, 661. 


5 Job 9, 4. 
* Ps. 118, 165. 
* Tuke 2, 14. 

* Gal. 2, 30. 
* John 8, 32. 
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this inspiration of mutual depend- 
ence, raises barriers behind. which 
are harbored mutual suspicion, fear 
and terror. 


ERRORS OF MAN 
IN His SEARCH FOR PEACE 


Peace is a gift of God beyond 
compare. Likewise, it is the object 
of man’s highest desire. It is, more- 
over, indivisible. None of the line- 
aments which make up its unmis- 
takable appearance can be ignored 
or excluded. 

In addition, since the men of our 
time have not completely carried 
into effect the conditions of peace, 
the result has been that God’s paths 
toward peace have no meeting 
point with those of man. Hence 
there is the abnormal situation of 
this postwar period which has cre- 
ated, as it were, two blocs, with all 
their uneasiness. There is not a 
state of war, but neither is there 
peace, the thing which nations ar- 
dently desire. 


Need for good will 


At all times, because true peace 
is indivisible in its various aspects, 
it will not succeed in establishing 
itself on the social and interna- 
tional planes unless it is also, and 
in the first place, an interior fact. 
This requires then before all else— 
it is neeessary to repeat—“men of 
good will.” It is precisely to them 
that the angels of Bethlehem an- 
nounced peace: “Peace among men 
of good will.” #° Indeed they alone 
can give reality to the conditions 
contained in the definition of peace 





® Tuke 2, 14. 
# Contra Gentiles 3, c. 146. 


given by St. Thomas—the orderly 
harmony of citizens—and there- 
fore order and harmony." 

But how will true peace be able 
to put forth the twofold blossom 
of order and harmony if the per- 
sons who hold positions of public 
responsibility, before pondering 
the advantages and risks of their 
decisions, fail to recognize them- 
selves as persons subject to the 
eternal moral laws? 

It will be necessary again and 
again to remove the obstacles 
erected by the malice of man. And 
the presence of these obstacles is 
noted in the propaganda of immo- 
rality, in social injustice, in invol- 
untary unemployment, in poverty 
contrasted with the luxury of those 
who can indulge in dissipation, in 
the dreadful lack of proportion be- 
tween the technical and moral 
progress of nations, and in the un- 
checked armaments race, where 
there has yet to be a glimpse of a 
serious possibility of-solving the 
problem of disarmament. 


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 


Very recent events have created 
an atmosphere of so-called relaxa- 
tion, which has caused hopes to 
blossom anew in many minds after 
life has been lived for so long in a 
state of fictitious peace, in a situa- 
tion of very great instability that 
more than once has been threat- 
ened with complete rupture. 

All of that makes obvious how 
rooted in the souls of all is the crav- 
ing for peace. 
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Prayer of the Church 


In order that this common desire 
may be promptly fulfilled, the 
Church prays confidently to Him 
who rules the destinies of nations 
and can direct the hearts of rulers 
to good. No daughter of the world, 
but living and working in the 
world, the Church, as it has from 
the dawn of Christianity, offers 
“prayers, intercessions and thanks- 
givings ... for all men; for kings, 
and for all in high positions, that 
we may live a quiet and peaceful 
life in all piety and worthy behav- 
ior,” as St. Paul wrote to Tim- 
othy.!2 So also today the Church 
accompanies with prayer whatever 
in international relations contrib- 
utes to the tranquility of meetings, 
the peaceful resolution of contro- 
versies, the rapprochement of peo- 
ples, and mutual cooperation. 

Besides prayer, the Church makes 
available its maternal offices, points 
to the incomparable treasure of its 
doctrine and urges its children to 
lend their active cooperation for 
peace, recalling St. Augustine’s 
famous invitation: “It is more 
glorious to slay war with words 
than men with steel; and it is true 
glory to secure peace by peaceful 
means.” 18 

It is a function and office proper 
to the Church that it should devote 
itself to peace. And the Church is 
aware of having omitted nothing 
that was within its capacities to 
obtain peace for nations and indi- 
viduals. The Church looks with 
favor on every initiative which can 





#1 Tim. 2, 1-2. 


*St. Augustine, Epistle 229, II; PL 88, 1019. 
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help to spare humanity new con- 
flicts, new massacres and incalcu- 
lable new destruction. 

Unfortunately, the causes which 
have disturbed, and now disturb, 
international order have not yet 
been removed. It is therefore nec- 
essary to dry up the sources of evil. 
Otherwise the dangers to peace will 
remain a constant threat. 


Causes of uneasiness 


The causes of international un- 
easiness were clearly proclaimed 
by Our predecessor, Pius XII of 
immortal memory, especially in his 
Christmas messages of 1942 and 
1943. It is well to repeat them. 


These causes are: the violation 
of the rights and dignity of the hu- 
man person and interference with 
the rights of the family and of em- 
ployment; the overthrow of the ju- 
ridical order and of the sound con- 
cept of the state in keeping with 
the Christian spirit; any impair- 
ment of the liberty, integrity and 
security of other nations; the sys- 
tematic oppression of the cultural 
and linguistic characteristics of 
national minorities; the egotistical 
calculations of all who strive to 
seize control of the economic 
sources of widely used materials, 
to the detriment of other peoples; 
and, in particular, the persecution 
of religion and of the Church. 


False notions 


It needs still to be noted that the 
peace which the Church prays for 
cannot possibly be achieved if it is 
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mistaken for a yielding or a relax- 
ation of its firmness in the face of 
ideologies and systems of life 
which are in open and irreconcila- 
ble opposition to Catholic teaching. 
Nor does peace denote indifference 
to the laments which come to Us 
even now from the unhappy lands 
where the rights of man are ig- 
nored and falsehood is adopted as 
a system. 

Still less can one forget the sor- 
rowful Calvary of the Church of 
Silence, where the confessors of the 
Faith, rivaling the early Christian 
martyrs, are endlessly exposed to 
sufferings and torments for the 
cause of Christ. These established 
facts put one on guard against ex- 
cessive optimism. But they render 
all the more earnest Our prayers 
for a truly universal return to re- 
spect for human and Christian 
liberty. 

Oh! May all men of good will 
return to Christ and listen to His 
divine teaching, which is the teach- 
ing of His Vicar on Earth and of 
His lawful pastors, the bishops. 
They shall find the truth which 
frees from error, falsehood and‘ de- 
ceit, and which will hasten the at- 
tainment of the peace of Bethle- 
hem, that peace which was an- 
nounced by the angels to men of 
good will. 


EXHORTATION AND PATERNAL 
WISHES 


With such a wish and with such 
a prayer, behold, we have arrived, 
all of us, like Mary and Joseph, like 
the humble shepherds from the 
hills around Bethlehem and like the 
Wise Men from the East, before 





205 


the crib of our newborn Saviour. 
O Jesus, how tenderly we approach 
the simple crib! How sweet and 
devout are our hearts and feel- 
ings! How eager is our desire to 
unite all our labors in the great 
work of universal peace in Thy 
presence, Divine Author and Prince 
of Peace! 


Duty of Catholics 


At Bethlehem all men must find 
their place. In the first rank should 
be Catholics. Today especially the 
Church wishes to see them pledged 
to an effort to make His message 
of peace a part of themselves. And 
the message is an invitation to 
orient every act in accordance with 
the dictates of divine law, which 
demands the unflinching adherence 
of all, despite sacrifice. Along with 
such a deepened understanding 
must go action. It is utterly intol- 
erable for Catholics to restrict 
themselves to the position of mere 
observers. They should feel clothed, 
as it were, with a mandate from on 
high. 

The effort, no doubt, is long and 
arduous. But the mystery of 
Christmas gives to all the certainty 
that nothing of men’s good will is 
lost, nothing, that is, of any act 
performed in good will (perhaps 
without being entirely aware of it) 
for the coming of God’s kingdom 
on earth and in order that the city 
of man may be modeled after the 
city of God. Ah, the city—the “city 
of God”’—which St. Augustine 
hailed as resplendent with the 
truth that saves, with the charity 
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that gives life and with the eternity 
that reassures! 14 


The hand of God 


Venerable brethren and dear 
children, scattered throughout the 
whole world, the final sentiments 
expressed in this second Christmas 
message recall to Us the first one 
which We addressed to the world 
on December 23, 1958. A year ago 
the new successor of St. Peter, still 
trembling under the first emotions 
of the lofty mission conferred on 
him as pastor of the Universal 
Church, somewhat shy about the 
name of John which he had chosen 
for himself in token of a good will 
that was at once anxious yet firm 
with regard to the program for 
preparing the ways of the Lord, 
suddenly thought of the valleys to 
be filled and the mountains to be 
brought low, and he began to 
advance on his way. And then, day 
by day, he was to recognize in great 
humility of spirit that truly the 
hand of the Most High was with 
him. The spectacle of religious and 
devout throngs, who from every 
part of the world gathered here in 
Rome or at Castelgandolfo to greet 
him, to hear him, and to beg his 
blessing, was constant and touch- 
ing, often giving cause for surprise 
and wonder. 


A sacred conversation 


We have also been offered gifts 
which We treasure with _live- 
ly feelings of gratitude. Among the 
most pleasing and significant of 
these gifts is a genuine old Vene- 
tian painting, the subject of which 
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“St. Augustine, Epistle 138, III; PL 33, 533. 


is a sacred conversation: Mary and 
Joseph with Jesus, and an attrac- 
tive little St. John offering a ripe 
fruit to Jesus who, in the act of 
accepting the fruit with a tender 
smile, diffuses a celestial sweetness 
over the whole painting. The pic- 
ture now occupies a place of honor 
and has become familiar to Us dur- 
ing Our daily prayer in Our private 
oratory. 

Allow Us, venerable brethren 
and dear children, to draw from 
this painting a most happy inspira- 
tion for Our Christmas greeting 
which We are pleased te extend, 
with sincere and friendly regard, 
to all members of the Holy Church 
and to the whole world. 

Preoccupation with the peace of 
Bethlehem occupies first place 
among Our concerns. But that 
sacred conversation widens in 
scope before Our eyes, until around 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and John are 
gathered all those who are with Us 
and with you in the spirit of the 
universal mission entrusted to Our 
humble person, and who are par- 
ticularly dear to Us, “in the heart 
of Christ.” 

We mean those who suffer from 
the anxieties and miseries of life 
and to whom Christmas brings a 
sweet ray of comfort and hope: the 
sick and the infirm, who are the 
object of assiduous and watchful 
attention and very special affec- 
tion; those who are suffering in 
spirit or in their hearts because of 
the uncertainties of the future, or 
because of economic hardships or 
the humiliation imposed upon them 
through some fault committed or 
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presumed; little children, especially 
dear to Jesus, who through their 
very weakness and fragility exact a 
more inviolable respect and re- 
quire more delicate attention; and 
the aged, often tempted by mo- 
ments of melancholy or by the 
thought that they are useless. 


A pledge of prayer 


Confronted by this picture, the 
Church pledges her prayer and her 
attention, as well as the solicitude 
of her apostolate, to all of them, be- 
cause they are particularly dear to 
her, and not to them alone but also 
to the humble, to the poor, to work- 
ers, to employers, and to those who 
are vested with public and civil 
power. 

And how could We omit remem- 
brance on this day before Christ- 
mas Eve of Our venerable bishops, 
both of the Latin and Oriental 
Rites, the sweetness of whose fer- 
vor for personal sanctification and 
dedication to souls We have fre- 
quently tasted in our fraternal 


* meetings? How could We omit the 


generous and heroic bands of mis- 
sionary men and women and of 
catechists, the compact and noble 
army of the diocesan and religious 





* Tuke 1, 17. 
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clergy, the religious women belong- 
ing to innumerable and praise- 
worthy institutes, and the Catholic 
laity, all on fire with zeal for works 
of Christian piety, of manifold 
types of assistance, of charity and 
education? Nor do We wish to for- 
get Our separated brethren for 
whom Our prayers rise unceasingly 
to Heaven so that the promise of 
Christ may be fulfilled: one Shep- 
herd and one flock. 


The Pope’s task 


The task of humble Pope John 
is to “prepare for the Lord a per- 
fect people,” which is exactly like 
the task of the Baptist, who is his 
patron and from whom he takes his 
name. And it is not possible to 
imagine a higher and more pre- 
cious perfection than that of the 
triumph of Christian peace, which 
is peace of heart, peace in the social 
order, in life, in well-being, in mu- 
tual respect and in the brotherhood 
of all nations. 

Venerable brethren, dear chil- 
dren, for this pax Christi, the 
abundant and enlightening peace 
of Christmas, it is Our delight once 
more to express Our wishes and to 
impart Our blessing. 











To Nuns 


on The Imitation of Christ 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to an Audience of Nuns 
Representing the Various Religious Houses of Rome 


Era ben naturale 


FTER THE days of the Synod, 
devoted entirely to the dio- 
cesan clergy in accordance 

with Canon Law, and after Our 
joyful meeting with the promising 
young candidates for the priest- 
hood,! it was only natural that We 
should desire to have a fatherly 
talk with you also, beloved daugh- 
ters in Jesus Christ. You are the 
fragrant garden, the precious hid- 
den jewels, the providential store 
of supernatural energy in this 
wonderful Rome of ours, which has 
always flourished with saintly, 
virginal souls who gave themselves 
entirely to God. You are rendering 
generous, self-effacing assistance 
to priests in their work, first of all 
by means of your prayers, and then 
through your various kinds of ex- 
ternal activity, approved by the 
Church. 

For this reason, We take pleas- 
ure in addressing Our exhortations 
to you, in order that you may al- 
ways walk in a manner worthy of 
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the vocation to which you were 
called.2 Our words are the outward 
expression of the tender solicitude 
with which the Church follows you, 
watching you with the happy, yet 
careful, eyes of a mother looking 
at her most beloved children. 


A life of prayer and sacrifice 


Indeed, the Holy Church of God 
rejoices in and is adorned by the 
noble crown of virgins who are 
dedicated to a life of prayer and 
sacrifice, and to the practice of the 
fourteen works of mercy. 

You are aware of the fact that 
today, as in the past, many chosen 
souls are requesting that they be 
allowed to form holy and approved 
societies. Those who are eager to 
be entrusted with new tasks that 
conform to the requirements of our 
times are always benevolently re- 
ceived, and, after a lengthy exami- 
nation and proof of the experience 
required for work that is so im- 
portant and so full of responsi- 
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bility, the Church receives and wel- 
comes as its own such wonderful 
institutes, whose variety recalls to 
mind the varied hues and the 
beauty of flowers. 

This admirable blossoming of 
virgins, who are placing at the dis- 
posal of the hierarchy the particu- 
lar gifts with which God endowed 
women, is truly worthy of consid- 
eration, respect, and honor before 
the whole world. We never cease 
from repeating this. It is in this 
light that we must consider your 
congress, which very aptly fits into 
the manifestations accompanying 
the Roman Synod. We wish to ex- 
tend a very special and fatherly 
greeting to those beloved daughters 
of Ours who live their cloistered 
life in religious houses in Rome and 
all over the world. The first place 
in God’s service is, in fact, that of 
cloistered Sisters, since it involves 
incessant prayer, complete detach- 
ment from everybody and every- 
thing, and atonement for the sins 
of the world. 


The Imitation of Christ 


Our benevolent thoughts and 
Our blessing go, first of all, to the 
cloistered Sisters, whom We feel 
to be present here with you, in the 
‘comforting certainty of the Com- 
munion of Saints. Then, speaking 
to you Sisters who represent the 
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compact body of religious women 
in direct contact with souls, We 
would like to recall a passage from 
The Imitation of Christ, with which 
you are surely familiar, and apply 
it to your life and to the practice 
of the apostolate to which you are 
dedicated. At the close of Chapter 
48 of Book III, which invites us 
to love heavenly things and to de- 
vote our hearts to them forever, We 
find these words: “Beatus ille 
homo, qui propter te, Domine, om- 
nibus creaturis licentiam abeundi 
tribuit....” Please listen to the 
sweet invitation of this heavenly 
teaching: “A soul is blessed, O 
Lord, if it takes leave from all 
creatures for Thy sake, and fights 
nature, and crushes carnal desires 
in the fervor of its spirit, so as to 
be able to offer you a prayer with 
untroubled conscience, and to be 
worthy of joining the angelic 
choirs, having dismissed worldly 
things outwardly and in its own 
heart.” ® : 


Four points 


From this magnificent passage 
We would like to draw four points, 
which represent four invisible 
ornaments of your religious habit, 
namely: detachment from all 
creatures; strength of character; 
incessant prayer; a heavenly life. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 31, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rese. 

This address woe delivered in the Church of St. Ignatius to more than six thousand 
nuns trom the city of Rome. Using as his text a passage from “The Imitahon of 
Christ,” the Holy Father exhorted the assembled nuns to cultivate four qualities in 
their religious lite: detachment, fortitude, prayer, and “heavenly life.” 














I. DETACHMENT 


The Imitation of Christ men- 
tions, in the first place, “complete 
detachment from all creatures,” 
using a vivid, arresting phrase: 
“beatus ille homo, qui... omni- 
bus creaturis licentiam abeundi 
tribuit.”’ Blessed is he who—to use 
a modern idiom—‘“dismisses” all 
creatures, and takes his final leave 
from them. This is the first feature 
of religious life: a willing and joy- 
ful farewell to the things of the 
world, in order to belong to the 
Lord in perfect purity of heart. 


A common element 


Each one of you comes from 
different surroundings: from cities 
and from rural communities; from 
our beloved and generous villages, 
at times in surprising numbers; 
from all social classes; almost al- 
ways at a youthful age, but some- 
times in later years; and, some of 
you, after rendering valuable serv- 
ices in other fields of the apostolate, 
in the ranks of militant Catholi- 
cism. 

In all these many-hued elements 
We detect, however, an unmistak- 
able note, which, among all their 
variety, constitutes the unity of 
consecrated souls; and, to be pre- 
cise, that note is virginity. We 
would like to take this opportunity 
to impress not only upon you, but 
especially upon the whole world, 
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the supreme privilege and glory of 
virginity. 
Virginity 

Virginity is the virtue which 
opens up your heart to the truest, 
greatest, and most encompassing 
love on earth: the service of Christ 
and of souls. You sought neither 
an earthly love, nor a home of your 
own, nor the fulfilment of strictly 
individual tasks: all these things, 
although permissible and right, 
could not satisfy the aspirations of 
your hearts. You have chosen a 
heavenly Spouse and the vast fields 
of the Church. 

From these general premises 
originates the particular vocation 
of every religious community, 
which devotes itself to the service 
of God and of its fellow men as a 
part of that enormous tapestry, as 
it were, which decorates the house 
of God, and on which are depicted 
—wWe like to repeat this often—the 
fourteen works of mercy. 


The works of mercy 


Your virginity is holy, under- 
standing, and generous: it turns 
toward the sick, the aged, the poor, 
the orphaned, and toward widows, 
adolescents, and children; it walks, 
like a luminous and benevolent 
angel, through hospital and insti- 
tution wards; it stoops patiently 
and lovingly to comfort school chil- 
dren and to relieve the loneliness 
of those who are suffering; it dries 


* Earlier in the week the Holy Father had addressed the diocesan clergy at three 
sessions of the Roman Synod. On the day before this address to the nuns he had 


spoken to the seminarians of Rome. 
*Cf. Eph. 4, 1. 


* The Imitation of Christ, III, 48, 34. The Holy Father’s Italian translation is taken 


from that of C. Guasti (Milan, 1938) p. 346. 
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tears which are hidden from the 
eyes of the world, and it brings 
smiles and gratitude. Yours is a 
saintly virginity, which finds the 
surest way to man’s heart, to en- 
lighten the uneducated, to counsel 
the doubtful, to instruct the ig- 
norant, to admonish the sinner, to 
console the suffering, to recall the 
wanderer, and to arouse enthusias- 
tic apostolic and missionary co- 
operation. 

While We are rendering Our 
homage to this flower of super- 
natural beauty, which the charity 
of Christ cultivates in the garden 
of the Church, allow Us to say that 
virginity cannot be maintained in 
its pristine vigor and enchantment 
if a solid moral, ascetic, and even 
psychological formation is lacking. 

And this brings Us to Our sec- 
ond thought. 


II. STRENGTH OF CHARACTER 


Strength of Character. The text 
of The Imitation of Christ, as 
We mentioned above, defines this, 
too, with the same power of ex- 
pression: “naturae vim facere,” to 
do violence to nature. We are 
speaking of a fortitude that is, 
above all, interior and made to 
serve knowledge of one’s own na- 
ture for the purpose of turning its 
riches and gifts toward the total 
service of God and of souls, and of 
detecting one’s weaknesses in or- 
der to compensate for them with 
the long and patient practice of 
virtue, nourished by trust in God 
and abandonment to His will. 





*Cf. 2 Cor. 12, 9. 
5 Prov. 31, 10 ff. 
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Preserver of humility 


This fortitude preserves humil- 
ity because it is aware of its limi- 
tations and inadequacies. It cre- 
ates meekness of heart and is con- 
ducive to obedience, the safe school 
for strong-willed souls. It can 
bend, in order to serve better; it 
can master itself in order to win 
souls to God by meekness; it can 
conquer itself, so that the strength 
of Christ may dwell in us.* 

Fortitude also serves to insure 
a perfect balance of intellect, will, 
and sensibility, and creates the 
ideal of the “valiant woman,” 
whom Scripture, in accents of 
amazed admiration, offers as a 
rare treasure.® 


Melancholy 


In this connection, allow Us 
to confide to you an experience 
gleaned in the course of a long life. 
It can happen, at times, that a lack 
of self-control results in outbursts 
of melancholy, discontent, and pes- 
simism, which cause embarrass- 
ment, perhaps even scandal, in 
the listener. Bitter words, expres- 
sions of disillusionment, even com- 
plaints, are all out of place, coming 
from a woman who has devoted 
herself not to a human institution, 
however exalted, such as the fam- 
ily or society, but to God. 

When one understands the value 
and scope of virginity, of active 
and generous service to souls, of 
self-sacrifice which does not seek 
the approval of man but only the 
regard of God—oh, only then will 
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this melancholy be unable to take 
root in a heart consecrated to God! 
Even when tempted to give it ex- 
pression, the pious soul will see it 
vanish like mist dissolved by the 
morning sun. 

A truly great and valiant soul 
never becomes a prey to melan- 
choly, even in the hour of its great- 
est tribulation. And another mark 
of perfect virginity and unshakable 
fortitude is a happy spirit in words 
and in work, with absolute detach- 
ment from any claims of the per- 
sonal J, in order to serve God and 
souls, “quasi apis argumentosa,” as 
a busy bee, as the Church sings in 
honor of Saint Cecilia. 


III. INcEssANT PRAYER 


The perfection of these virtues 
cannot be acquired in a matter of 
weeks. They must be entreated 
from God, with great determina- 
tion and confidence. That is why to 
Our previous exhortations We now 
wish to add that of wnceasing 
prayer. Listen to the delicacy of 
Thomas & Kempis’ expression: 
“Serenata conscientia puram of- 
ferre orationem.” “To offer a pure 
prayer with a serene conscience.” 
Prayer is born of a serene con- 
science: a conscience, that is, which 
is not elated by success and is not 
crushed by sufferings of body and 
soul; it divides its time according 
to the exact requirements of obedi- 
ence, and expresses itself through 
a sincere love toward all, in the 
purest charity, inspired by the 
canticle of St. Paul in the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians: that is, 


* Cf. 1 Cor. 13, 4-7. 
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* A. Monnin, Spirito del Curato d’Ars (Rome, 1956) pp. 57-58. 


it is patient and kind, does not 
envy, is not pretentious, is not 
puffed up, is not ambitious, is 
not self-seeking, is not provoked, 
thinks no evil, does not rejoice 
over wickedness, but rejoices with 
the truth; bears (tactfully) with 
all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures a’ things.® 


True prayer 


Prayer is born of this serene 
conscience and peace of mind: true 
prayer, which means listening to 
God, conversing with Him, being 
silent in Him, and asking for that 
which is pleasing to Him. This is 
a prayer of worship and thanks, 
rather than of petition. God knows 
our needs! How beautiful are these 
words of the Curé of Ars, John 
Vianney, on the prayer of a vir- 
ginal soul! “God regards a pure 
soul with love,” he says, “and 
grants her whatever she asks for. 
How could He resist a soul which 
lives only for Him and in Him? 
She seeks Him, and God shows 
Himself to her; she calls Him, and 
God answers her. She is one with 
Him. With Him, she is like a child 
with its mother.” * 

We would like, therefore, to 
exhort you with fatherly insistence 
to meditate on this aspect of 
prayer, because you cannot teach 
others to pray—which is often 
your task, in lending your aid to 
parents and priests—if you do not 
learn it first yourselves. 

Also on this point, please be 
watchful and most delicate of con- 
science: do not disperse your 
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fervor amongst a variety of devo- 
tions, while there is still such a 
great need for learning perfectly 
not only to recite, but also to prac- 
tice, the Lord’s Prayer. 


IV. A Heaventy Lire 


Last, but not least, a heavenly 
life. The Imitation of Christ out- 
lines the essence of your vocation: 
“to be worthy of joining the 
angelic choirs, having dismissed 
worldly things outwardly and in 
one’s heart.” 


The Tabernacle 


And here we are again, back to 
our starting point: virginal life, 
heavenly life. In this way you 
who are Sisters of the active life 
can be in perfect communion with 
your counterparts in the cloistered 
and contemplative orders: “oportet 
semper orare,” according to Jesus’ 
teaching. The cloistered Sisters 
have their place near the Taber- 
nacle: likewise, the Tabernacle is 
your starting point for moving in 
the direction of apostolic action. 


A spiritual habit 


Unceasing prayer makes your 
life worthy of the angelic choirs: 
it gives the final touch to your per- 
fection, as expressed in inner or- 
derliness and in external graceful- 
ness and simplicity. St. Paul, in 
imparting to his disciple Timothy 
the wisest norms for selecting 
deacons, says explicitly: “Mulieres 
similiter pudicas, non detrahentes, 
sobrias, fideles in omnibus.” “Let 
the women be honorable, not slan- 





derers, but reserved, faithful in all 
things.” ® 

Let this be your interior habit, 
adorned by a reserved manner, 
economy of words, the habit of 
meditation, and faithfulness in the 
fulfillment of daily duties. 


The Cross 


Beloved Daughters! In closing 
Our fatherly talk with you, in this 
admirable church, We would like 
to bring back to your minds the 
thought of that Cross, which stands 
out in splendor in the center of the 
great fresco of the dome, which 
was brought to life by the imagina- 
tion and art of the pious Jesuit, 
Brother Pozzo. While depicting the 
glory of St. Ignatius, he also cele- 
brated, with profound intuition, 
the triumph of the Cross, from 
which the deeds of the Saints de- 
rive their origin and significance. 

This Cross stands out in all its 
majesty, reminding every one of 
us that it is not enough to wear it 
on our breast, or have it before 
our eyes, but, rather, that its 
image must be engraved on our 
minds and hearts. 

Let the Cross be like a seal on 
your virginity, the source of your 
strength, the inspiration of your 
prayers, and the secret of your 
peace, in anticipation of the joys of 
Heaven, of which your life on earth 
is a symbol and an intimation. 
Your love for the Cross will cause 
the offer you made to God of your 
whole self and of all the things 
dearest to you, to send forth a 


*“They must always pray.” (Luke 18, 1) 
°1 Tim. 8, 11. 
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sweet and agreeable odor into the 
Church of God.?° 


A blessing 


Together with this wish of super- 
natural fruitfulness, which We ex- 
tend to each one of you, near or 
far, We also give you assurance of 
Our daily prayers for you, with 
which We ask God to lead you on 
His hidden paths of sanctification 
and glory. As a pledge of con- 
tinued divine assistance, please re- 
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ceive Our special, consoling Apo- 
stolic Blessing for each one of 
you, for your fellow Sisters in 
faraway institutes, especially for 
those who are devoting themselves 
to missionary activities, for all 
those who have been tried by suf- 
fering, and also for your beloved 
families, and for the parishes in 
which you were prepared for 
your encounter with your heavenly 
Spouse. 




















* Phil. 4, 18. 


*K 


Science and education 


...let Us... tell you of Our concern in the face of the present develop- 
ment of the technical world and its consequences for education. The Christian 
faith certainly has nothing to fear from science, nor from the method which 
has grown out of it; on the contrary, it teaches us that these new possibilities 
are a glorification of the creative goodness of God, who has said: "Fill the 
earth and subdue it." (Gen. |, 28) But it teaches us equally that they are 
simply means put at the disposal of men, who can use them for the best as 
also, alas, for the worst. That is why it seems to Us urgently necessary today 
that sincere Catholics be present in great numbers in this sphere, in the full 
vigor of human activity, in order to guide it in the sense wished by the Creator. 
That is why it is also expedient that it be made possible for numerous children 
to acquire in good Catholic technical schools a specialized training and a 
truly Christian education which will enable them tomorrow to constitute the 
professional and moral elite of whom the world and the Church have such 
great need... 

—John XXIII To a convention at Utrecht, Holland, sponsored by 
the International Office of Catholic Education. December 30, 1959. 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 


I. 


Documents appearing 


April 1-June 30, 1959. 


782. Benedict XIV. (La ricorrenza due 
volte centenaria) Undelivered address of 
Pope Pius XII: Discusses commemora- 
tion of great men; describes cultural 
interests of Pope Benedict XIV, quali- 
ties of character and intellect; reviews 
role in introduction of devotion to Sacred 
Heart; describes position on censorship; 
comments on austerity, scholarship, in- 
dustry, asceticism, scholarly reputation, 
contributions to libraries, support of sci- 
ences, foundation of academies, patron- 
age of arts, reputation as diplomat; com- 
ments on his work on canon law; dis- 
cusses his book on beatification, canoni- 
zation procedures; discusses changes in 
such procedures; evaluates his contribu- 
tion to life of Church; warns agairist 
diminishing the importance of saints in 
life of Church. (Est. length: 7000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
9, 1959). 


783. To Monsignor Albrighi. (Inaugu- 
randosi a Padova) March 5, 1959. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Monsignor Pietro 
Albrighi on the opening of new building 
in the D. Nicola Mazza boarding school: 
Praises work of school; urges practice 
of Christian virtues; states hope for 
quality of graduates. (Est. length: 300 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
6-7, 1959). 





784. Catholic Students and Apostolic Ac- 
tion. (Trés chers étudiants) March 30, 
1959. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
students of the Sorbonne: Mentions 
Christian training of students by chap- 
lains; urges trust in God; stresses need 
for apostolic action. (Est. length: 650 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
2, 1959). English digest: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no, 4, 393. 


785. The Church and Cultures. (En 
organisant) April 1, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to members of the 
Second Congress of Negro Writers and 
Artists: States Church’s support of 
study of African culture; affirms 
Church’s receptivity to many cultures; 
suggests cooperation with older civiliza- 
tions. (Est. length: 800 words) 


French text: AAS (April 25, 1959) 51: 
259-260; Osservatore Romano (April 3, 
1959). English digest: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 8, 290-1. 


786. Catholic Universities. (Tot inter) 
April 1, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to officers of the Federation of 
Catholic Universities: Comments on 
great number of Catholic institutions of 
higher learning; praises federation; dis- 
cusses separation of religious, scientific, 
and humane studies; asks help for Ecu- 
menical Council. (Est. length: 1000 
words) 


Latin text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
299-301; Osservatore Romano (April 4, 
1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 388-390. 
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787. Saint John Bosco. (La consacra- 
zione) April 1, 1959. A letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Rev. Renato Ziggiotti, 
Rector Major of the Society of St. 
Francis de Sales: Comments on St. John 
Bosco and relations with Rome; mentions 
Salesian work with young; discusses 
Christian spirit in education. (Est. 
length: 750 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
294-96; Osservatore Romano (April 19, 
1959). 


788. The 750th Anniversary of the Se- 
raphic Rule. (Cum natalicia) April 4, 
1959. Letter from Pope John XXIII to 
Ministers General of the Franciscan Or- 
ders: Recalls papal approval of rule; enu- 
merates accomplishments of Franciscans; 
reminds of beginnings; cites present 
problems requiring spirit of St. Francis; 
exhorts to new efforts; prays for growth 
of Order. (Est. length: 850 words) 


Latin text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
296-298; Osservatore Romano (April 25, 
1959). 


789. Social Significance of Humble 
Tasks. (E con profonda) April 5, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to laborers 
from Rome’s general markets and to 
Bologna railway employees: States grati- 
tude to market workers; discusses value 
of their work; compares human coopera- 
tion to Mystical Body; comments on 
virtue of faith; discusses sources of true 
peace; welcomes railroad workers. (Est. 
length: 1850 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
6-7, 1959). English excerpt: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no, 3, 346. 


790. The Study of Cicero. (Vos, qui 
Romae) April 7, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the First International 
Congress of Ciceronian Studies: Praises 
their studies; compares study of classics 
and technical studies; cites Christian 
qualities of Cicero’s writings. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


Latin text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
301-2; Osservatore Romano (April 9, 
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1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 421-22, 


791. Spanish Law Students. (Vuestra 
presencia) April 8, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a group of law students 
from the University of Oviedo, Spain: 
Recalls visit to Spain; encourages work; 
urges high ideals. (Est. length: 200 
words) 


Spanish teat: 
(April 9; 1959). 


Osservatore Romano 


792. Fishermen. (Nous souhaitons de 
tout coeur) April 10, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to attendants at the 
Second World Congress on Fishing Boat 
Problems: Discusses their goal of im- 
proved working conditions for fishermen; 
recalls own acquaintance with fishermen. 
(Est, length: 400 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
11, 1959). 


793. On the Marriage of Prince Akihito. 
(En Vheureuse) April 10, 1959. Message 
of Pope John XXIII to Prince Akihito 
of Japan: Congratulates on marriage; 
mentions Vatican-Japanese relations. 
(Est. length: 100 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (April 
11, 1959). 


794. The Basis of World Peace. (Nous 
accueillons volontiers) April 11, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to delegates 
of the World Federation of Veterans: 
Praises aim of federation; recalls per- 
sonal military experience; discusses 
source of peace, (Est. length: 450 words) 


French text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
303-304; Osservatore Romano (April 12, 
1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 480. 


795. Saints Charles and  Joachima. 
(Horum Sanctorum) April 12, 1959. A 
homily of Pope John XXIII after the 
Rite of Canonization of Charles of Sezze 
and Joachima of Vedruna de Mas: Re- 
counts life and virtues of Charles of 
Sezze; describes his piety when a Fran- 
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ciscan; recounts life and virtues of Jo- 
achima; cites her as example for women; 
prays to both saints. (Est. length: 1450 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (April 
13-14, 1959). 


796. St. Pius X and Venice. (Accom- 
pagno con poche parole) April 12, 1959. 
A message of Pope John XXIII to Car- 
dinal Urbani, Patriarch of Venice, on the 
occasion of the visit of the remains of 
St. Pius X to Venice: Recalls promise of 
Pope Pius X to return to Venice; com- 
ments on Divine Providence; praises 
Cardinal’s letter on Pius X; regrets own 
departure from Venice. (Est. length: 
800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
18-14, 1959). 


797. The Universal Call to Sanctity. 
(Siamo lieti di aprirvi) April 18, 1959. 
An address of Pope John XXIII to pil- 
grims from Italy and Spain on the oc- 
casion of the canonization of St. Charles 
de Sezze and St. Joachima of Vedruna 
de Mas: Recalls canonization rite for 
two saints; discusses call to sanctity; 
compares diverse backgrounds, common 
virtues of two saints; cites both as ex- 
amples; greets pilgrims from Spain in 
Spanish. (Est. length: 1450 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
304-307; Osservatore Romano (April 15, 
1959). 


798. Motion Picture Theatre Owners. 
(Siamo ben lieti di accogliere) April 16, 
1959. <A letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Msgr. Francesco Dalla Zuanna, President 
of the Catholic Association of Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners: Praises work 
of organization; comments on good ef- 
fects on motion picture industry; ex- 
horts to continued good work. (st. 
length: 400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
2-3, 1959). 


799. The Franciscan Rule. (Questi primi) 
An address of Pope 


April 16, 1959. 
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John XXIII to Franciscans on the 750th 
anniversary of papal approval of the 
Rule of St. Francis: Comments on Fran- 
ciscan rule of poverty, chastity, obedi- 
ence; discusses joys of poverty, need for 
discretion; cites obedience as key to — 
ress of orders; discusses missionary a 
tolate; prays for end to Church’s tribula- 
tions. (Est. length: 2700 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 61: 
807-313; Osservatore Romano (April 18, 
1959). English digest: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 8, 291. 


800. Housemaids: Servants of God. (La 
vostra presenza) April 19, 1959. An ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to an audi- 
ence of domestic workers: Points to 
poverty of Christ; discusses domestic 
service as imitation of Christ; mentions 
Mary as handmaid of the Lord; com- 
ments on rights of their occupation; 
notes their place in family. (Est. length: 
1600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
20-21, 1959). English digest: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, 291. 


801. Belgian Missionaries. (Avec joie 
Nous saisissons) April 19, 1959. A broad- 
cast of Pope John XXIII to the Belgian 
people: Comments on broadcasts of Bel- 
gian Missionary Hour; praises mission- 
ary spirit of Belgian people; describes 
contribution of Belgian missionaries. 
(Est. length: 600 words) 


French text: AAS (May 16, 1959) 51: 
313-314; Osservatore Romano (April 25, 
1959). 


802. Duties of Policemen. (Con parti- 
colare effusione) April 21, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII on the anniversary 
of the founding of the Roman Police 
Corps: Describes duties and moral quali- 
fications of policemen; mentions public 
position and good example; cautions on 
special responsibility in policing Rome, 
center of Christianity. (Est. length: 
750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
22, 1959). 
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803. Lessons for Priests from Pope St. 
Pius X. (A quarantacinque) April 21, 
1959. A message of Pope John XXIII 
to the Clergy of Venice: Comments on 
visit of remains of St. Pius X to Venice; 
cites three lessons for priests from Pius 
X; discusses priestly dignity, personal 
sanctity; recounts works of Pius X; dis- 
cusses Ecumenical Council; decribes 
priestly conduct; describes character of 
Pius X; prays for the persecuted. (Est. 
length: 2900 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
375-381; Osservatore Romano (April 24, 
1959). English tro: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, 293-299. 


804. Farming as a Way of Life. (Una 
grande gioia) April 22, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to members of Italian 
National Confederation of Independent 
Farmers: Comments on their economic 
problems; urges love for land, family, 
Church; discusses rural life as help to 
religious development, family life; urges 
active life in Church. (Est. length: 
2750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
24, 1959). English digest: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, 291. 


805. Supporting the Missions. (La 
visita) April 26, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the Auxiliaries of the 
Pontifical Works for the Missions: Men- 
tions own work in Propagation of Faith; 
exhorts aid to missions; mentions prob- 
lems of missions, need for spiritual aid; 
explains support of missions as help to 
one’s parish; describes rewards for mis- 
sion helpers. (Est. length: 1250 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
349-352; Osservatore Romano (April 30, 


1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no. 4, 384-387. 


806. Spiritual Lessons from Athletics. 
(Lo spettacolo) April 26, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the Italian Athle- 
tic Union and the Italian Federation of 
Timekeepers: Praises groups and pro- 
gram; discusses place of athletics in life; 
describes virtues developed by athletics; 
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mentions Olympic Games; points to apos- 
tolate for Catholic athletes. (Est. length: 
1600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (April 
27-28, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no. 4, 394-397. 


807. Devotion to Mary. (Aetate hac 
nostra) April 27, 1959. A broadcast of 
Pope John XXIII to the faithful on the 
subject of May devotions: Discusses me- 
diation of Blessed Mother; comments on 
her aid to Church; urges May devotions 
for success of Ecumenical Council. (Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Latin text: AAS May 16, 1959) 51: 
314-316; Osservatore Romano (April 29, 
1959). 


808. Blessed Elena Guerra. (Diletti figli 
e figlie) April 27, 1959. An address of 
Pope John XXIII to pilgrims from Lucca 
and to Religious Oblates of the Holy 
Spirit: Discusses virtues of Blessed 
Elena Guerra; mentions her devotion to 
Holy Spirit; describes her courage and 
good works; cites her as example for 
modern times. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
352-354; Osservatore Romano (April 29, 
1959). 


809. The Christian Way for Labor Move- 
ments. (In questa luminosa) May 1, 
1959. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
delegates of the Christian Associations 
of Italian Workers: Recalls own inter- 
est in social reform; praises associations’ 
achievements; explains Feast of St. Jo- 
seph as time of thanksgiving and propiti- 
ation; stresses need to keep ultimate end 
in view; warns against joining forces 
with irreligious groups; urges spread of 
Christian approach to labor problems; 
recites prayer to St. Joseph. (Est. 
length: 2150 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959); 51: 
355-359; Osservatore Romano (May 2-3, 
1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 415-419. 


810. The Church in Argentina. (Si 
ingratae mentis) May 2, 1959. A letter 
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of Pope John XXIII to the Bishops of 
Argentina: Mentions dual anniversaries 
of founding of dioceses and establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with Vati- 
can; describes growth of Church in Ar- 
gentina; urges continued efforts; states 
pleasure at relations with Vatican. (Est. 
length: 800 words) 


Latin text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
417-19; Osservatore Romano (May 21, 
1959). 


811. Boy Scouts. (Lieti di assicurare) 
May 2, 1959. Letter to the Chaplains of 
the Association of Catholic Boy Scouts 
in Italy: Describes value of boy scout 
associations; states confidence in future 
of organization. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
8-9, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no. 4, 387. 


812. The Christian Family. (Quelle joie) 
May 3, 1959. An address of Pope John 
XXIII to members of the Notre-Dame 
and other family groups: Praises goals; 
cites dangers to family; discusses ex- 
ample of Catholic family; comments on 
virtue of chastity; discusses children 
and religious vocations; points to tasks 
outside family. (Est. length: 1250 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (May 
4-5, 1959). English digest: TPS (Au- 
tumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, 392-3. 


813. Truth and Charity in the Catholic 
Press. (A woi, giornalisti) May 4, 1959. 
An address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Italian Catholic Press Congress: Dis- 
cusses need for technical improvements 
in Catholic press; cites truth and love 
as norms; comments on harmful effects 
of some printed matter; deplores publi- 
cations that incite hatred; urges truth 
and love. (Est. length: 1400 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
359-362; Osservatore Romano (May 6, 
1959). English digest: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no, 3, 292. 


814. Blessed Marguerite D’Youville. 
(Nous sommes heureux) May 4, 1959. 
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Address of Pope John XXIII to a Ca- 
nadian pilgrimage in Rome for the beati- 
fication of Blessed Marguerite D’You- 
ville: Greets Grey Nuns, Canadian hier- 
archy, pilgrims; describes virtues of 
Blessed Marguerite as wife, mother, 
founder of religious order; cites example 
of her personal virtues. (Est. length: 700 
words) 


French text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 61: 
363-364; Osservatore Romano (May 6, 
1959). 


815. To President Gronchi. (La letizia) 
May 6, 1959. An address of Pope John 
XXIII to the President of Italy during 
an official visit to the Vatican: Recalls 
own travels in Italy; expresses hope for 
Italy and world; recalls earlier meeting 
with Gronchi; states need for trust in 
God; comments. on decoration given to 
Gronchi. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
3864-66; Osservatore Romano (May 7, 
1959). 


816. Venice and St. Pius X. (Sul chiu- 
dersi) May 10, 1959. <A broadcast of 
Pope John XXIII to the people of Venice 
at the close of the celebration for St. 
Pius X: Discusses visit of remains of St. 
Pius X to Venice; comments on fervor of 
Venetians; expresses affection for Ven- 
ice. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
11-12, 1959). 


817. The Red Cross Bloodmobile. (Siamo 
lieti di avere) May 10, 1959. An address 
of Pope John XXIII to officials of the 
Italian Red Cross: Comments on Red 
Cross bloodmobile; urges spread of works 
of mercy. (Est. length: 150 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
11-12, 1959). 


818. St. Pius X and St. John Bosco. (Lo 
spettacolo) May 11, 1959. An allocution 
of Pope John XXIII in honor of St. 
Pius X and St. John Bosco: Explains 
occasion for gathering; discusses visit of 
remains of Pius X to Venice;. praises 
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pastoral example of Pius X; prays to 
Pius X for all present; discusses Don 
Bosco’s understanding of young; com- 
ments on papacy and youth; describes 
the two saints as friends of God; offers 
prayer for various intentions. (Est. 
length: 2500 words) 


Italian text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
367-71; Osservatore Romano (May 13, 
1959). 


819. To Pilgrims from Genoa (La vostra 
presenza) May 18, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a pilgrimage from Genoa: 
Welcomes pilgrims; describes Genoese 
traits of Bishop Radini Tedeschi; dis- 
cusses apostolate of groups present; 
urges study of Church doctrine as aid to 
apostolate. (Est. length: 1000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
14, 1959). 


820. To Dr. Soekarno. (Nous sommes 
heureux) May 14, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Dr. Soekarno, President 
of Indonesia: States paternal feeling for 
all nations; mentions charitable and edu- 
cational work of Catholics in Indonesia; 
blesses nation. (Est. length: 550 words) 


French text: AAS (May 19, 1959) 51: 
372; Osservatore Romano (May 15, 
1959). 


821. To the Catholic Information Society 
of Spain. (Es un vivo placer) May 14, 
1959. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
members of the Catholic Information 
Society of Spain on pilgrimage: Wel- 
comes pilgrims; praises apostolic aims; 
gives blessing. (Est. length: 250 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (May 
16, 1959). 


822. To Portugal. (E com o maior) May 
17, 1959. Radio message of Pope John 
XXIII to the people of Portugal: Ex- 
presses joy over new statue of Christ the 
King; affirms Portugal’s love of God. 
(Est. length: 250 words) 


Portuguese text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 
51: 481; Osservatore Romano (May 20, 
1959). 
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823. Road Safety Education. (Siamo 
lieti) May 17, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the faithful in St. Peter’s 
Square: Mentions traffic safety educa- 
tion; lists virtues for drivers; greets 
driving students; praises traffic police; 
draws parallel with Pentecost. (Est. 
length: 450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (May 
20, 1959). 


824. To Archbishop Duhig. (A Brisban- 
ensis Ecclesiae) May 17, 1959. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Most Rev. Jacob 
Duhig, Archbishop of Brisbane, on the 
centennial of the Archdiocese of Bris- 
bane: Expresses praise, affection; cites 
growth of Church in Australia; prays 
for success of new seminary; lists spirit- 
ual goals; asserts need for action. (Est. 
length: 500 words) 


Latin text: AAS (July 18, 1959) 51: 
463-465; Osservatore Romano (June 11, 
1959). 


825. The Holy Spirit. (Gaudemus, gratu- 
lamur) May 17, 1959. Pentecost broad- 
cast of Pope John XXIII: Praises broad- 
cast linking European cathedrals in sing- 
ing hymn to Holy Ghost; discusses unity 
of Christians; states hope for universal 
peace. (Est. length: 150 words) 


Latin text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
430; Osservatore Romano (May 18-19, 
1959). 


826. Pontifical Lateran University. (Cum 
inde) May 17, 1959. Motu proprio of 
Pope John XXIII on the Lateran Sem- 
inary: Recalls own attachment to Later- 
an Seminary; states importance of 
school; mentions new buildings, courses; 
gives reasons for change in title; for- 
mally elevates Lateran Seminary to rank 
of pontifical university. (Est. length: 
650 words) 


Latin text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
401-403; Osservatore Romano (June 18, 
1959). 


827. Sorrows and Joys of the Church. 





| (Volge il settimo) May 17, 1959. An 
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address of Pope John XXIII to the faith- 
ful on Pentecost Sunday: Relates liturgi- 
cal cycle to history of Church; cites 
Ecumenical Council as cause for joy; 
laments persecution of Church in China, 
Hungary; states hope and urges watch- 
fulness. (Est. length: 1850 words) 


Italian text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
419-422; Osservatore Romano (May 18- 
19, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no. 4, 403-406. 


828. True Freedom. (Siamo felici) May 
18, 1959. An address of Pope John XXIII 
to the Regents of San Marino: Mentions 
ties of country to name of saint; praises 
spirit of freedom with justice; discusses 
Christian meaning of freedom; mentions 
false meanings. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Italian text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
423-24; Osservatore Romano (May 18- 
19, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Winter 
1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 86-87. 


829. To the King and Queen of Greece. 
(Tandis que Nous accueilions) May 22, 
1959. An address welcoming the King 
and Queen of Greece by Pope John 
XXIII: Recalls own classical training; 
names Greek saints and Fathers of 
Church; recalls own travels in Greece; 
praises character of Greek people. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


French text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
424-26; Osservatore Romano (May 23, 
1959). : 


830. Cardinal Masella’s Anniversary. 
(L’animo Nostro) May 24, 1959. Mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Masella: Commends diocesan celebration 
of Cardinal Masella’s eightieth birthday 
and fortieth year as bishop; grants car- 
dinal power to give papal blessing. (Est. 
length: 100 words) 


Italian text: AAS (July 18, 1959) 51: 
465-66; Osservatore Romano (June 26, 
1959). 


831. The Death of John Foster Dulles. 
(We extend) May 25, 1959. Telegram 
of Pope John XXIII to President Eisen- 
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hower expressing condolences on the 
death of former Secretary of State, John 
Foster Dulles: Extends condolences on 
death of Dulles; praises Dulles’ devotion 
to duty. (Est. length: 85 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano (May 
25-26, 1959). 


832. The Augustinians. (Fausti eventus) 
May 26, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to Canons Regular of St. Augus- 
tine: Mentions growth of order; states 
own closeness to two saints of order; 
urges continued progress; quotes ex- 
hortation of St. Augustine. (Est. length: 
500 words) 


Latin text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
426-427; Osservatore Romano (May 31, 
1959). 


833. The Feast of Corpus Christi. (Nobis- 
cum Deus) May 28, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to participants in the 
eucharistic procession on the feast of 
Corpus Christi: Discusses God in crea- 
tion and in Eucharist; comments on de- 
votion to Eucharist; likens procession to 
history of Church; recalls devotion of 
Pope Nicholas V to Eucharist; affirms 
triumph of Cross; offers prayer to Jesus 
in Eucharist. (Est. length: 1850 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore- Romano (May 
29-30, 1959). 


834. To Italian Workers. (La _ vostra 
presenza) May 31, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to various groups of 
Italian workers: Recalls earlier meeting 
with auto workers; greets Turin factory 
workers; urges continued good work; 
greets typewriter factory workers; com- 
mends audience to Blessed Mother; af- 
firms goodness of humble life moved by 
love. (Est. length: 1200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
1-2, 1959). 


835. To Pilgrims from Siena. (Avete 
offerto) May 31, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a pilgrimage from Siena: 
Praises pilgrims; recalls own visit to 
Siena; cites Christianity of Siena’s peo- 
ple. (Est. length: 400 words) 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
1-2, 1959). 


836. Greetings to Workers. (Tra quanti) 
May 31, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to various Italian industrial 
groups and others of the faithful: 
Praises public utilities workers; states 
value of their work; urges constant 
charity; mentions work of real estate 
agents; discusses work of department 
store employees; briefly greets five other 
groups. (Est. length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
1-2, 1959). English excerpts: TPS 
(Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, 426-30. 


837. To the Dalmine Society. (Jeri fu 
giornata) June 1, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the Dalmine Society: Dis- 
cusses work of Dalmine Society; points 
to own acquaintance with the poor; men- 
tions Christian virtue, social progress, 
and the Christian community. (Est. 
length: 700 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
3, 1959). 


838. To Married Couples. (Piacza San 
Pietro) June 2, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a pilgrimage of couples 
celebrating their 25th wedding anniver- 
sary: Mentions blessings of married life; 
urges continued practice of Christian 
virtues. (Est. length: 250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
4, 1959). 


839. Movement for a Better World. (Con 
un senso) June 3, 1959. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Father Riccardo Lom- 
bardi, S.J., Director General of the Move- 
ment for a Better World: Reviews aims 
and work of movement; states hope for 
future spiritual gains. (Est. length: 
350 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
11, 1959). 


840. World Peace. (Permettete che vi 
rivolgiamo) June 5, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII at a Holy Hour for 
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world peace: Discusses holiness of priest- 
hood; mentions Ecumenical Council; 
prays for statesmen and world peace; 
prays for the suffering and the religious- 
ly oppressed, (Est. length: 750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
7, 1959). 


841. At the Consecration of Children to 
Mary. (Diletti fanciulli) June 7, 1959. 
Message of Pope John XXIII on the oc- 
casion of the consecration of children of 
Roman workers to the Blessed Mother: 
Commends devotion to Mary; thanks for 
prayers; gives blessing. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
8-9, 1959). 


842. The Eucharist and Retreats. (Grande 
é la consolazione) June 7, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Asso- 
ciation for Retreats: Praises zeal and 
affirms his interest; urges devotion to 
Eucharist; declares Eucharist the source 
of world peace; asks further apostolic 
efforts; gives blessing. (Est. length: 
800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (June 
8-9, 1959). 


843. The Military Chaplain. (Vi esprimi- 
amo) June 11, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Italian military chap- 
lains: Comments on their Lourdes pil- 
grimage; discusses own military service; 
describes chaplain’s apostolate; explains 
need for true priestly spirit in chaplain’s 
work. (Est. length: 1450 words) 


Italian text: AAS (July 18, 1959) 51: 
470-73; Osservatore Romano (June 13, 
1959). 


844. To the President of Turkey. (Votre 
visite) June 11, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the President of Turkey: 
Recalls own years in Turkey; describes 
role of Turkish Catholics; discusses unity 
of mankind; recites prayer in Turkish. 
(Est. length: 850 words) 














TPS GUIDE 


French text: AAS (June 22, 1959) 51: 
427-429; Osservatore Romano (June 12, 
1959). 


845. Greetings to the Rulers of Monaco. 
(C’est une joie) June 18, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the Prince and 
Princess of Monaco: Recalls own visit 
to Monaco; mentions responsibility as 
model Christian family; praises Monaco. 
(Est. length: 500 words) 


French text: AAS (July 18, 1959) 51: 
473-74; Osservatore Romano (June 19, 
1959). English tr.: TPS (Autumn 1959) 
v. 5, no. 4, 420. 


846. Spanish Martyrs.(La sangre de los 
mértires) June 21, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a pilgrimage from 
the Archdiocese of Tarragon, Spain: 
Mentions ancient and modern martyrs 
of Tarragon; discusses martydom in 
daily life. (Est. length: 350 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (June 
22-23, 1959). 


847. Catholic Charities of France. (Nous 
sommes heureux) June 24, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to Secours Catho- 
lique, French Catholic charity organiza- 
tion: Recalls own connection with or- 
ganization; reviews its work; praises 
methods; quotes Gospel on works of 
mercy. (Est. length: 400 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (June 
26, 1959). 


848. To President De Gaulle. (Tout ce 
qui est “la France”) June 27, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to President 
De Gaulle: Recalls own knowledge of 
France, affection for it; reminds of war- 
time audience with Pius XII; praises De 
Gaulle’s concern for mankind; states 
good wishes for France. (Est. length: 
650 words) 


French text: AAS (July 18, 1959) 51: 
474-76; Osservatore Romano (June 28, 
1959). 
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Documents in this issue in the 
form of a digest or excerpt. 





. The Eucharist and the Priesthood. 
(Chers Fils de France) July 5, 1959. 
Radio address of Pope John XXIII to 
the Seventeenth National Eucharistic 
Congress of France: Recalls own days in 
France; mentions St. John Vianney; dis- 
cusses theme of Eucharist and priest- 
hood; urges prayer for vocations; dis- 
cusses adoration of Blessed Sacrament; 
asks prayers for propagation of faith. 
(Est. length: 900 words) 


French text: AAS (July 22, 1959) 51: 
536-38; Osservatore Romano (July 6-7, 
1960). 


. Brother Jeremy and Mother Seton. 
(La cerimonia odierna) December 18, 
1959. Address of Pope John XXIII ata 
ceremony proclaiming Brother Jeremy 
and Mother Seton “venerable servants 
of God’; Mentions background of two 
“venerables”; cites them as_ incentives 
for today; sketches life and character of 
Brother Jeremy; sketches life and char- 
acter of Mother Seton; states admira- 
tion for U. S. Catholics; points to need 
for simplicity and charity in world today. 
(Est. length: 1600 words) 





Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 19, 1959). 





. The Christian Family. (Le Radio- 
message de. Noél). December 25, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the dip- 
lomatic corps and families: Comments 
on world reaction to his Christmas broad- 
cast; states sympathy for any sorrows 
of audience; recalls own family life; 
enumerates characteristics of Christian 
family; cites example of Holy Family. 
(Est. length: 1200 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 28-29, 1959). 


- On Christian Education. 





(A Nos 


Vénérables) December 30, 1959. Message 
from Pope John XXIII to a convention 
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in Utrecht, Holland, celebrating the 
thirtieth anniversary of Pope Pius XI’s 


length: 1150 words) 


French text: AAS (January 30, 1960) 
52: 57-59; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 31, 1959). 





- Catholic Action. (La Gioventi 
Femminile) January 10, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to members of Cath- 
olic Action of Rome in the Vatican Ba- 
silica. (Est. length: 3500 words) 


Italian text: AAS (February 29, 1960) 
52: 83-90; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 11-12, 1960). 


——. High School Education. (Tras 
diligente) January 10, 1960. Message 
from Pope John XXIII to the Seventh 
Inter-American Congress on Catholic 
Education. (Est. length: 1250 words) 


Spanish text: AAS (February 29, 1960) 
52: 100-103; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 27, 1960). 


——. At the Opening Ceremony of the 
Roman Synod. (Dei spiritu permoti) 
January 24, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a general audience in the Ba- 
silica of St. John Lateran inaugurating 
the Roman Synod. (Est. length: 5300 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 25-26, 1960). 


. At the First Synodal Meeting. 
(Cum heri Romanae) January 25, 1960. 











THE POPE SPEAKS 


Address of Pope John XXIII to the first 
official session of the Roman Synod. (Est. 
length: 4150 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 25-26, 1960). 





- At the Second Synodal Meeting. 
(Ad vobiscum iterum) January 26, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the sec- 
ond official session of the Roman Synod. 
(Est. length: 5150 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 27, 1960). 


. At the Third Synodal Meeting. 
(Catholicus sacerdos) January 27, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the third 
official session of the Roman Synod. (Est. 
length: 5850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 28, 1960). 








. At the Closing Ceremony of the 
Roman Synod. (L’inaugurazione del 
Sinodo) January 31, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a general audience 
in St. Peter’s Basilica, closing the Roman 
Synod. (Est. length: 4900 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 1-2, 1960). 





. The New Cardinals. (Cotidiano 
insistentes) March 28, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a secret consistory 
at which seven new cardinals were 
named. (Est. length: 2250 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (March 
28-29, 1960). 
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